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1 OWARDS the , expiration of the 
fourth year of our fifth Henry's reign, / 
the nobility were aſſembled in order 
to celebrate the birth-day of the fair 
Catherine. Highly diſtinguiſhed among 
the beauties which that day graced the 
court, ſhone the lady Eleanor, daughter 
of lord Cobham of Sterborough : few with 
her im lovelineſs of perſon could merit a 
competition, and in grace and elegance 
{he ſtood unrivalled. 


A haughtineſs of demeanour, arifing 
vol. I, B from 


„ 


from the conſciouſneſs of her high birth 
and matchleſs charms, was apparent to all; 
nor could the affability of manner which 


ſhe that night aſſumed hide from the ob- 
ſervant eye that ſhe felt her ſuperiority. 
Many illuſtrious offers of marriage had 
been rejected by this lady, with a degree 
of ſcorn bordering on contempt; nor till 


Je ſhe ſaw the duke of Glouceſter, ſecond 
brother of the king, was her proud heart 
ſubdued. 


Ia charms of perſon few princes could 
vie with Glouceſter ; but beſides exterior 
advantages, he poſſeſſed a brillianey of 
fancy, and a peculiar happineſs of expreſ- 
fion, which gave a charm to the moſt 
trifling ſubjects, and rendered his company 
captivating in the extreme. He was gay, 
volatile, and prone to trivial errors; but 
at the ſame time poſſeſſed a heart noble, 
generous, and humane. In ſhort, Glou- 


ceſter wanted but moderation of temper 


to render him as much reſpected as he was 


beloved. {\ 
a Highly 


- 1 


Highly ſenfible of the power of beauty, 
and alike charmed with the livelineſs of 
wit, he had ſome years. before paid ſuch 
homage and attention to the lady Eleanor, 
that Fame, ever buſy, had whiſpered re- 
flections not tending to the honour of Hor 
character. 

The young courtiers were atready for- 
ward to congratulate the duke on his good 
fortune. | 
It was now that Gloucefter felt the in- 
juſtice which he had been thoughtleſlly 
guilty of; and the neceſſity of either with- 
drawing from her ſociety, or declaring bim- 
felf her ſerious admirer, became indiſpen- 
ſable. For various reaſons the former 
alternative beſt ſuited his inclinations ; and | 
having reſented with proper indignation 
all reflections to the prejudice of her fame, 
he gradually eſtranged himſelf from her 
company. 

This change of conduR, in an object ſo 
beloved, gave a ſenſible wound to the 

| B 2 haughty 
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haughty ſoul of lady Eleanor; a wound to 

which her pride could miniſter little relief, 

and but ill conceal from the inquiſitive 
eyes of the court. 

In order more effectually to ſilence the 
tongue of ſlander, the duke quitted Eng- 
land, and paſted ſome years upon the con- 
tinent. On his return, a viſible alteration 
was obſervable in his manners. His for- 
mer vivacity had forſaken him, and he 
was become filent, abſent and dejected. 
As far as was conſiſtent with politeneſs, he 
ſhunned the ſociety of lady Eleanor, and 
was happy when a ſummons from his bro- 
ther to aſſiſt in quelling ſome inſurrections 
abroad reheved him from the painful taſk 
of preſerving in his manners a degree of 
coldneſs which he could not but ſee af- 
forded her the moſt painful chagrin. 

In the courſe of two years the duke again 
viſited his native country; and, to the con- 
cern of Eleanor, made no attempts to gain 
her favour, 
In 
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In vain ſhe flrove io develop the cauſe, 
and equally in vain did ſhe attempt to 
ſubdue his indiflerence, 

Previous to the ball which was given in 
the evening, ſhe had employed all the aid 
that art could lend to heighten: thole 
charms of which Nature had been ſo lavifiy 
to her, with an anxious hope to make an 
impreſſion on that heart which ſic had ſo 
fruitleſſiy eſſayed to win. The ball had 
commenced, and the admiration whick 
her beauty excited furniſhed ample food 
for her vanity. Long had ſhe ſat in ex- 
pectation of the arrival of the duke, her 
heart beating with tumultnous alarms at 
the idea of her approaching triumph, or 
additional mortification ; when at length 
he entered, leaning: with | graceful negli- 
gence on the arm of his brother Bedford. 

He advanced to pay his compliments to 

the throne ; and as he retired from reſ pect=- 
fully faluting the royal pair, he could not 
avoid noticing the lady Eleanor, who was 

| B-3. - ſe ted 


3 
ſeated at a little diſtance, He was betrayed 
unawares into an admiration of thoſe beau- 
ties which now ſhone with a luſtre that 
dazzled his imagination, and for the mo- 
ment captivated his heart—Dehghted alfo 
with the piquant air with which ſhe rallied 
the fulſome compliments beſtowed on her 
by the ſurrounding courtiers—flattered | 
too by remarking the extreme ſenſibility 


l which, in ſpite of all her care, was viſible 
. at his approach, his coldneſs fled, and he 
1 yielded himſelf without reſerve to her faſ- 


cinating powers. 

The yeung nobles retired as he ſeated 
himſelf beſide her; and a converſation of 
the moſt intereſting nature took place, in 
which they both ſeemed too much oc- 
cupied to heed the dancers, or notice the 
obſervation which this renewed attention 
of the duke excited. 
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Eleanor, too doubtful of her power to 
hazard by the ſlighteſt reproach a conqueſt 
ſo important to her peace, was liſtening 

with 
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3 
with unfeigned delight to the rapturous ef- 
fuſions of an ardent imagination, when the 
king called for his favourite dance. 

This brought Glonceſter to ſome degree 
of recollection, and ſtarting up, he ſeized 
the hand of his fair companion, and re- 
queſted her to perform it with him. 

The ſecond movement was cloſing, and 
the prince was viewing with increaſed ad- 
miration the various beauties which his 
lovely partner diſplayed in an exerciſe ſo 
well calculated for ſhowing every grace to 
advantage, when a glance from the eye of 
a lady plainly habited, . whom the lord 
chamberlain at that time was leading up 
the room, at once changed all the expreſ- 
ſion of the duke's countenance into wonder 
and aſtoniſhment. 

Forgetful of his beauteous partner, he 
let go the hand which but a moment before 
he had: preſſed with fervour and delight, 
and ſtood motionleſs with ſurpriſe. ©** Vou 
ace not well, my lord “ exclaimed lady Ele- 
anor - confounded. Without heeding her 
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enquiry, the duke continued gazing on 
the graceful form of the majeſtic ſtranger: 
« Can it be poſſible ?? exclaimed he; 
« can it be poſſible that I ſee the princeſs 
of Hainault? No; my eyes ſurely deceive 
me! 1” 

A fignal was given for the muſi * to 
ceaſe, and by this time the lady was at che 
feet of Henry. 

« The daughter of William of Bavaria 
cried ſhe with graceful dignity, & claims 
the protection of Henry—From the tyran- 
ny of Brabant's duke I appeal, whoſe un- 
happy wite I am—In your court I aſk an 
— Woe. 

The monarch raiſed the Funck and 
aſſured her of protection. The queen bent 
forward to embrace her: * My friend, my 
fiſler “' exclaimed ſhe, “ and is it given 
us once more to meet? But how! and 
wherefore is it I ſee the heireſs of Bavaria 
4 fugitive—a ſupplicant ?” 

Spare me for this night, madam, I 
entreat you,” replied the princeſs, returning 
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5 
her embrace; „will hereafter recount to 
you the reaſons which compelled me to 
the ſteps J have taken; yet reſt aſſured that 
Jaquelina is ſtill not unworthy of your 
friendſhip.“ . 

&« cannot doubt it,“ replied Catherine, 
e and wilt not to hear you detail the 
hiſtory of: your woes, till time ſhall have. 
rendered the narration leſs painful.“ 

The king now preſented the court to the 

princeſs, and was about to introduee his 
brother Bedford firſt, when the duke of 
Glouceſter, advancing with Prectpitarion, | 
interpoſed. 
To the acquaintance of the princeſs 
Jaquelina,” cried he, © I have a prior 
claim ! Your majeſty muſt allow me there-- 
fore to be the firſt in offering my congratu- 
lations on ſeeing her in this kingdom.“ 

The duke of Bedford ſmiled as he made 
way for his brother, and, having welcomed 
the princeſs to the Britiſh court with a grace 
peculiarly his own, drew back. As he re- 
tired for the other princes and nobles ta ad- 

{OI Vance, 
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(10) 
vance, he was obſerved to whiſper ſome- 
thing in a low voice to his brother Glou- 
ceſter. 

He coloured, and was preparing to reply, 
when his eyes meeting thoſe of the haughty 
Eleanor, he walked away in confuſion, un- 
able to concealhis em otions. | 

The nobility haviag been ſeverally pre- 
ſented to the princeſs, the king and queen, 
in compaſſion to her apparent fatigue and 
wearineſs, broke up the court, and, having 
invited the princes of the blood royal to 
join them, retired with her to a more pri- 
vate apartment. | 

Glouceſter, who had with difficulty re- 


ſtrained his impatience at the tedious cere- 


mony of preſentation, with tranſport ac- 
cepted the welcome invitation; and not- 
withſtanding the beauteous eyes of lady 
Eleanor, diveſted of all their haughtineſs, 
ſeemed to petition his ſtay, he followed 
with unreſtrained delight the illuſtrious 

group. 
A general murmur of applauſe burſt from 
the 


6 
the aſſembly, as Jaquelina the unfortunate 
ducheſs of Brabant withdrew, - 

The men were loud in commendation of 
her charms. ©* How lovely! how intereſting 
ſhe is! (cried they)—what grace ! what dig- 
nity of mien! what an air of majeſty ſhe - 
diſplayed in the act of ſupplication !”? 
The ladies ſmiled difdainfully, yet af-' 
fected to join in their commendations. 

Although the weather was by no means 
warm, yet the lady-Eleanor found the heat 
ſo extremely oppreſſive, that, notwithſtand. 
ing her fan had been kept in conftant mo- 


tion, ſhe was compelled to withdraw to 


the window for the benefit of the air. 
The biſhop of Wincheſter, who had re- 
mained for ſome time abſorbed in thought, 
now turning towards the old ducheſs of St. 
Alban's, who was ſeated next him | 
« Ts not the ducheſs of Brabant a moſt 
beautiful woman, - madam-?” demanded ' 
he with warmth.- LED 
No nothing could be more provoking 
than this appeal to the ducheſs of St. Al- 
B6- ban's, 
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ban's, who had two daughters, who ſhe in 
vain tried to perſuade the world were beau- 
ties, and who this evening, though loaded 
with ornaments, had been particularly diſ- 
regarded, in conſequence of the unexpect- 
ed and equally unwiſhed for preſence of 
the illuſtrious ſtranger. 
„ ſee not, my lord,” cried he ſuell⸗ 
ing with indignation, and violently flirting. 
ber fan, I ſee not that this foreigner (and 
ſhe laid a peculiar ſtreſs upon the word) 
is deſerving all this praiſe! To my thin k- 
ing, ſhe is too thin and too pale to be a 
beauty. 

It muſt be obſerved, to the maternal cre- 
dit of the ducheſs, and in ſome meaſure 
to account for her remark, that the ladies 
Maud and Mabel were fhort, fat, red- 
cheeked women. Yet the biſhop of Win- 
cheſter did not make proper allowance for 
all this; but, viewing the lady with ſur- 
priſe “ And is it poſſible. your grace can 
find any defect in ſo faultleſs a figure? 
For my part, I think ſhe is infinitely too 

7 captivating 
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| 9 5 
captivating to behold with impunity and 
I pity her from my ſoul.“ 

« Oh! you men, my lord, are always 
ready. to take the part of thoſe women 
you ſtyle beauties,” replied the ducheſs, 
toſſing her head with an air of ineffable 
diſdain, © whether right or wrong and 
no doubt we ſhalt be plagued with her 
quarrels and intrigues.. I wonder, for my 
part, the king your nephew counte- 
nances ſuch wanderers Perhaps, too late, 
he will find the impolicy of his illtimed 
charity.“ 
T were cruel in the extreme,” returned 
the biſhop, *to deny an aſylum to a prin- 
ceſs of her rank and beauty; an delidens, 
the is nearly allied to the queen.“ 
The ducheſs could not reply to this; 
and preſently afterwards riſing wich the la- 
dies Maud and Mabel, quitted the drawing- 
room, filled with high indignation. that 
alt the attention of the aſſembly lad been 
| withdrawn from her davghters, and beſts *— 
ed on a foreigner, 
CHAP, 
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CHAP. II. 


J AQUELINA, ducheſs of Brabant, was 
the only daughter of William duke of Ba- 
varia, and heireſs of Holland, Hainault, 
Zealand, and Frieſland. Her mother, a 
ö proud, ambitious prineeſs, was of the bouſe 
p of Burgundy; and, diſappointed above 
| | meaſure in her hopes of a ſon, beſtowed 
but a fmall portion of tenderneſs on the 
princeſs Jaquelina her daughter. Indeed 
ſhe ſuffered her affections, as well as princi- 
ples, to be guided by her chaplain and 
confeſſor, father John, a crafty politician 
and a zealous churchman. | 
The duke of Bavaria, who idolized his 
daughter, took upon . himſelf the ſuperin- 
tendance of her education ; and as. he had 
no male iſſue to ſucceed him, ſhe was early 
initiated in the ſeveral arts of governing, 
and furniſhed with ſuch information as 
might accompliſh her for the exalted ſta- 
tion ſhe was one day to fill, 


The 
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The quickneſs of her genius made her 
comprehend with ſurpriſing faciliey the 
different inſtructions ſhe received; and her 
delighted father, as he viewed the rapid pro- 
greſs ſhe made in the moſt difficult ſtudies, 
would preſs her with paternal exultation to 
his boſom, and predict his Jaquelina's fu- 
ture greatneſs. _ | 

Ill as father John was qualified, from the 
gloomy ſeverity of his manners, to be the 
ſpiritual inſtructor of a young princeſs of 
Jaquelina's- lively diſpoſition ;- yet to his 
direction was committed, at the inſtance of 
the ducheſs, a charge ſo important. 

The long and tedious lectures he would 
torment her with, and the cauſeleſs penances 
he perpetually enjoined, inſpired her only 
with diſguſt ; and ſhe could often ſcarcely 
command ſufficient patience. to liſten with 
even a ſeeming attention to his almoſt end- 
leſs harangues. 

Sometimes wearied beyond meaſure 
while her ghoſtly preceptor was holding 
forth on the duty, of blind. ſubmiſſion to 


. her 
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ler parents and inſtructors, ſhe would ven- 


ture a playful interruption, which never 
failed to bring on her the father's denun- 
ciations, and, what ſhe dreaded infinitely 


more, thoſe of the ducheſs her mother, who 


ever lent an attentive ear to the complaints 
of father John, and puniſhed with ſeverity 


the ſlighteſt n ſhewn his ſacred 


perſon. 


Poor Jaquelina often incurred the latter; 


and with increaſed averſion beheld the 


mean informer, who had often drawn upon 
her a mother's diſpleaſure. Indeed her 


cauſeleſs and unrelenting ſeverity was a- 


fource of continual grief to the young 
princeſs, who ftrove, by every filial endear- 


ment that her young heart could ſuggeſt, to 
leſſen the ſtrong aver ſion which the ducheſs 
evinced for her. Often, when ſhe found 


that every effort failed to ſoften the nature 
of her unkind parent, ſhe would fly for 
conſolation to the lady -Ulrica her gover- 
neſs, who never failed to comfort her in 
her affliction, and, by the mild and whole- 
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fome counſels of experience, would fortifſy 


her tender heart againſt the evils which he 
might have to encounter in the world, 

Jaquelina had juſt attained her fourteenth 
year, when the brother of the ducheſs, the 
duke of Burgundy, in company with his 
nephew the duke of Brabant, paid a viſit 
to the court of William. 

It is ſcarcely poſſible to deſcribe an ob- 
ject more capable of inſpiring averſion than 
the young duke of Brabant. His ſtature 
was low, and his perſon ill- formed. His 


aſpect cloudy, ſullen, and moroſe. In his 


diſpoſition he was cool, dark, and deſign- 


ing. Taught by his own nature to be diſ- 


truſtful of others, he thought diſſimulation 
was the moſt valuable acquirement; and 
had acquired ſuch perfection in this his fa- 
vourite accompliſhment, that it was ſcarce- 
ly ever poſſible to dive into the true ſenti- 
ments of his heart. 


To complete his character, he was a 
bigot to his religion; a turn of mind that 


a won him the affections of the 
ä | ducheſs,. 


9 * 3 
** 4 R by 
- * - 4 7 . 
* 


(=) 


ducheſs, who contemplated with admiration» 


x prince of his age performing with ſcru- 
pulaus exactneſs the moſt rigorous duties 
of monkiſh devotion. As for the young 
princeſs, ſhe beheld him with an averſion 
difficult to be concealed, and could ſeldom 
remain for any length of time in his com- 


pany without betraying the diſlike ſhe had 


conceived. 


She was converſing one evening with 
her governeſs, and with all the native 


warmth of her character, and the arch hu- 


mour for which ſhe was remarkable, was 
turning into ridicule the ſtern and forbid- 
ding manners of the duke, when a hafty 


meſſage from the ducheſs ſummoned her 
away. Jaquelina's heart beat quick: 
* What: could her highneſs want at that 
unſcaſonable hour!” Lady Ulrica ſmiled: 


Jou are too apprehenſive, my love; what 
ſhould you fear?“ Jaquelina without re- 
ply prepared to obey the mandate. Greatly 


to the delight of the ducheſs, Brabant had 
that morning intimated to her, that the moſt 


ardent. 
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ardent defire of his heart was to gain the 
hand of the princeſs Jaquelina his coufin, 


and entreated her intereſt towards. the ac- 


compliſhment of his wiſhes... 


To this propoſition the ducheſs lent a 


willing ear: it was in fact the ſcheme ſne 


had herſelf planned, the ſucceſs of which 
ſhe now looked. forward to with full aſſur- 
ance; for Jaquelina's conſent ſhe had de- 
termined upon gaiving either by threats 
or entreaty ; and that of the duke her father 
ſhe took for granted would follow, as Bra- 
bant was ſole heir to a rich and powerful 
dukedom. RAS 

The duke of Burgundy was in converſa- 
tion with the ducheſs when Jaquelina en- 
tered the room: Come hither, Jaquelina,” 


ſaid her highneſs with leſs ſeverity of aſ- 


pet than ſhe uſually aſſumed towards 
the princeſs : * the duke your uncle and I 


have been conſulting on matters highly 


important to your welfare.“ —Jaquelina 
curtſied in ſilence.— And we have 
agreed,” continued the ducheſs, to marry 

| you.“ 


1 
vou.“ .' Indeed/ madam?” cried the young 
princeſs, looking up with much fimplicity, 
and with equal indifference. = Yes, my 
child,” replied her grace, taking her hand 
with ſeeming affection, © we have.“ 

Now, it was the firſt time her mother 
had ever taken her hand, or ever addrefied 
her by the endearing appellation of child ; 
and we ſhall not determine whether it was 
the ſurpriſe and pleaſure this uncommon 
inſtance of tenderneſs gave the ſenſible 
heart of onr heroine, or the information of 
her marriage, that made her, as ſhe kiſſed 
the hand of the ducheſs, exclaim, Now, 
how good your highneſs is to your Jaque- 
lina!“ “ Well, but, Jaquelina,” ſaid Bur- 
gundy, © would you not like to know the 
huſband we have choſen for you?“ “ Cer- 
tainly, my lord,” replied the princeſs. Our 
Jaquelina, my lord,” returned the ducheſs, 
js fo good a child, that we muſt not, I 
think, refuſe her this indulgence.” 

The fine eyes of the princels ſparkled 
with delight at this encomium, and her 
oe thoughts 
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thoughts were ſo entirely occupied with her 
mother's unuſual kindneſs, that ſhe waited 
with as much compoſure to hear the name 
of the being to whom ſhe was about to 
commit the future happineſs of her life, 
as ſhe would that of a partner deſtined for 
her at a court ball. 

« | think, therefore, my lord,” continued 
her highnefs, ſtill holding the hand of her 
daughter, „we may call in the duke of 
Brabant,” — * The duke of Brabant!“ 
echoed Jaquelina, rouſed from her pleaſing 
reverie, and trembling with apprehenſion, 
« Yes, it is he whom we have ſelected for 
you,” ſaid Burgundy rifing.—An excla- 
mation of horror burſt from the affrighted 
princeſs. © And we expect from you,” 
continued the ducheſs in a tone of com- 
mand, a ready obedience; and depend 
upon your receiving the duke of Brabant, 


who only waits our call to be introduced 


as your huſband, in a manner that—" 
What, Brabant! that moſt hideous, 


frightful man !” exclaimed Jaquelina, for- 


getting 
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getting in her terror all other fear“ Re- 


ceive him ?—The duke of Brabant, as my 


huſband ?—Never'! never!” 


« You hear her, my lord!“ cried the 


ducheſs trembling with paſſion, and turn- 
ing towards her brother—** Now, wonder 
that I treat with ſeverity this inſolent, this 
undutiful girl!“ 
ce Such conduct indeed,” replied his 
grace, knitting his brow at this contemptu- 
ous rejection of a favourite nephew“ ſuch 
conduct cannot be brooked Bavaria ſhall 
repair the inſult offered to our houſe, or 
we are friends no more. He ſhall compel 
this haughty girl to be my nephew's, and 
thus puniſh her for ſuch preſumptuous diſ- 
obedience of our will.“ | 
« Oh, no! my father never will require 

his Jaquelina,” returned the princeſs with 

vivacity, © to marry a man whoſe very 

name is odious to her.” 

At that moment the young duke entered 

the room ; when Jaquelina uttering an ex- 
clamation of horror, and hiding her eyes 
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Wu view, prevented all the fine 


de- 
an | ſpeeches his grace had prepared for the oc» 
F caſion, and left him ſtanding aghaſt with 
| aſtoniſhment 
the bo 
* k to her, my lord!“ cried the 
5 ducheſt redening with ſhame —“ tell her 
er 
bis it is my will you receive her hand.” 
| The duke advanced to ſeize the promiſed 
oy treaſure { when the princeſs, ſtarting from 
him as from ſome noxious animal, exclaim- 
u- ” | 
> ed Oh leave me ! begone 
N The . countenance of Brabant betrayed 
marks of anger, confuſion, and diſmay. 
1 He ſhrunk back confounded “ By hea- 
5 vens, madam, this is too much!“ exclaim- 
ed the duke of Burgundy to the aſtoniſhed 
J ducheſs— I will go, this inſtant, to the 
R duke her father, and demand that Jaque- 


lina be given up. In ſpite af her con- 
temptuous airs, ſhe ſhall yet be Brabaat's, 
f or ruin. covers rn.“ 

.< Oh! do not, do not, my lord, my 


uncle! 1 exclaimed the princeſs! in an agony; 
cc do 
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* do not, I beſeech you, require him to 
make me ſo truly wretched !” 
| Burgundy, without heeding her entrea- 
ties, was quitting the room inflamed with 
anger; and Jaquelina in a ſupplicating 
poſture had thrown herſelf at his feet; her 
fine eyes ſtreaming with tears, and lifted up 
to him with the moſt moving expreſſion ! 
when the door opened, and her father the 
duke of Bavaria entered. 

Before he could demand the reaſon of 
the ſcene before him, Jaquelina ſpringing 
forward was in his arms; when grief and 
terror ſo entirely overcame ber, that the 
fainted. 

On her recovery ſhe found day her 
father and Ulrica with her: whilſt ſhe fondly 
preſſed his hand, her enquiring eyes were 


caſt around with fearful apprehenſion.— 


« Do not be afraid, my child, my angel !” 
cricd the duke, tenderly claſping her to his 
boſom : No more ſhall you be alarmed ; 

no more ſhall my Jaquelina be urged to 
| A mar- 


h 


0 
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2 marriage ſo unworthy of her. —Already 


has ſhe ſuffered too much from theſe im- 
perious lords — No! the happineſs of my 


child is dearer to me than life; and that 


ſhall be riſked, if neceſlary, to preſerve it.“ 

« Oh my father,” exclaimed Jaquelina 
ſhrinking at the idea, © you prize it at too 
dear a rate: Oh! rather than ſuch a riſk, 
vive me to the hated Brabant!“ 

Never, my Jaquelina !—No ! Bavaria 
is not to be frightened at the vain boaſts of 
theſe proud lords—No, my hopes of hap- 
pineſs are centred in thee; and it would 
be to murder my peace, as well as yours, 
were I to give you to an objea whom you 
deteſt with ſo much reaſon.” 

Jaquelina could only reply with tears of 
gratitude ; and his highneſs, now riſing, left 
her to the care of the lady Ulrica. | 
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Bavaria, upon finding his daughter 
ſenſeleſs in his arms, had ſternly demanded 
the reaſon of her diſorder. Burgundy, not 
without ſome confuſion, related the cauſe. 
Upon hearing what had happened, his 
highneſs, turning towards the ducheſs with 
an angry air, warmly reproached her for 
her precipitancy, and mingled with his re- 
proaches ſome reflections on her kinſmen: | 
then, without aſſigning any reaſon in par- 
ticular, he avowed his diſinclination for | 
proſecuting the affair any farther. 
The duke of Burgundy, highly incenſed 
at this rejection, inſiſted peremptorily on 
Jaquelina's being given up for the inſult 
ſhe had offered their houſe by her con- 
temptuous rejection of his nephew; when 
William, turning with cold contempt to- 


wards the duke, enquired * if the ſacrifice 
of 


ys Hug apa "_ ww * 


() 
of the peace of an only child was to be the 
forfeit of the unguarded words of a frighted 
girl?“ | 

« Ceaſe, my lord,” exclaimed the duke 
of Brabant burning with the fierceſt anger, 
« ceaſe, I conjure you, all entreaty ſo in. 
jurious io my honour : fee you not that 
Bavaria ſcorns my alliance? Let us be 
gone: it is time to take our leave, when 
we are ſo unworthily treated.” Without 
waiting for a reply he quitted the apart- 
ment: and Burgundy, after making a warm 
but ineffectual remonſtrance, at length fol- 
lowed his kinſman and retired. 

Unable to contain her reſentment at the 
indignity (as ſhe termed it) which had been 
offered her houſe, the ducheſs violently re- 
proached the duke for his conduct; but 
William, ſcarcely deigning her an anſwer, 
aſſiſted the attendants in recovering his 
daughter, whilſt her mother totally diſre- 
garded her ſituation. Seeing ſhe could 
hope to make no impreſfion on the duke her 
huſband, ſhe went in ſearch of her angry 
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( 28 ) 
kinſmen, who were giving orders for their 
immediate departure ; and no ſolicitations 
that ſhe was able to urge could prevail on 
them to alter their reſolution of inſtantly 
quitting a houſe -where they had ſuffered 
ſuch indignities. 

A ſerious breach now took Pm between 
the duke and duchels; and Jaquelina, feel- 
ing herſclf to be the cauſe of the diſunion 
of her parents, was inconſolable at the re- 
flection. Forbid the preſence of her mother, 
ſhe ha no. opportunity of ſoliciting that 
pardon which her heart yearned without 
ceaſing to obtain. 

The violence of the ducheſs's paſſions 
affected her health; and at length, through 
pain, diſappointment and vexation, ſhe be- 
came ſeriouſly ill. For ſeveral days ſhe had 
been confined to her bed ; and the princeſs, 
anxious as (he was to attend her parent, yet 


felt herſelf too much awed by the prohibi- 


tion that had been iſſued againſt her to dare 


to diſobey it; till one evening having ſtept 


to the door of her mother's apartment, and 
| Js finding 


1 

doding it half open, ſhe took _— and 
ventured in. Bil 

The ducheſs was at that moment in a 
ſound ſleep; and one attendant only was 
in waiting, whoſe noiſy ſlumbers Jaquelina 
feared would diſturb, her mother. Gently 
therefore awaking her, ſhe took her place, 
and motioned for her to withdraw. 

The duchels, upon awaking, aſked for 


ſome cordial ; which Jaquelina preſented 
her, obſerving all the time the ſtricteſt ſi- 
lence, 


Soon after her hizhneſs began to make 
ſome enquiries, 

The princeſs trembled with affright, and 
did not dare to anſwer. The queſtions 
were repeated, but no anſwer was return, 
ed. At length the ducheſs grew impa- 
tient, and angrily demanded who was at- 
tending her? 

Jaquelina ſtill heſitated to Re” Is 
not Agatha with me?” enquired her grace. 
No, madam!” replicd the princeſs in à 
low and tremulous voice. —* Who then 

| . attends 


. 

„ 
b 
1 


— — — 


m— — 
: W - 


a 
N n l 
e- £ Fo. P 
- F< r — — 
— . owt 28 3 
1 = 4 . * K 
— . 2 ©, A 
wk 


- 
— — - 

N LP 2 <=2£ 2 * " 4 — —— 4 — P 
os — 2 K * - * * — — 
2 erl. 1 — 1 

1 1 7 - »" 
- E — wg 
* „ 


% — 2 ng + * 
nt 
— 2 


A 
Sa 
1 


. — — <p = 
4 — wy 


P * - — 9 
- * r y 7 5 jb. 

S 1 4 2 8 | 

o — * 1 8 W o Swe, XC 1 

—— — — ol - . - - 

— _ — — — 
8 . . ws - 2 —2— 
wh - EY CO — _ 
F 


« AK de . A a 
_ 7 — l. X 1 a 
< ern DS rnd ones 
— — — ——— 
* — - 11 > * —— l 4 
— — — S 
Nen 9332 * An IF, 
* * V \ — —— 822 oh n 
wo 2 on 
; n 


2 

2 — 

Ser. v — 
: 


— — — oa ene —ä—j 
. <p oo 
* 


: Sr, at — ———— 
* 


; terrupting her, *£ you already forgive me 


630 . 


attends me ?Y—® Your Jaquelina,” aid 
the princeſs, flinging herſelf by the fide of 
her mother's couch, —*< Ah!] forgive this 


diſobedience of your orders!“ 


« Is it the princeſs my daughter d ex- 
claimed her grace in a faint tone of ſur - 


priſe. 
« Yes, madam, the moſt duteous of 
daughters.“ -» 


Ah, no!” replied the ducheſs, * * elfe— 4 
She ſtopped. 
« Will you not forgave her how ?—On 


my knees I entreat it.“ 
« Ah! what do you aſk ? Father John 


will not excuſe me ſhould I relent.” | 
ec What! does he then render a mother 


deaf to the voice of Nature, which pleads 
for her child?“ 


er Beware, my daughter, of ſaying aught 
againſt a character ſo ſacred with me,” 
cried the ducheſs auſterely. * With him 
you muſt firſt make peace ere I can.” 
Ob, my mother!“ cried the princeſs in- 


in 


© 38 ) 
in your heart: let but your voice declare 
its dictates, and 1 will endeavour to appeaſe 
the Father by the humbleſt conceſſions.” ;; 
The duchels was ſoftened. She extends 


ed her hand to the delighted Jaquelina, 


who half devoured it with kitles, _ 
«But my father!“ continued the prin- 


ceſs, do you not include him allo in your 


forgivenels ?” 
« Your father, Jaquelina? Ah, he re- 


gards me not!“ 

ce Oh, fay not ſo, deareſt madam ! 

„He comes not to me, he ſolicits not 
my love.” 

Jaquelina was already with the duke. 
Her emotion excited his ſurpriſe. ** What 
now, my daughter?” She took his hand, 
and without reply led him from his cham- 
ber to that of the ducheſs. 

He ſtarted and looked diſpleaſed. But 
Jaquelina in ſuch a cauſe was not eaſily in- 
timidated She threw her arms about his 
neck, and burſt into tears. 

* Ah! you told me, my father, that the 

C4 repoſe 
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attends me? Your Jaqdelina,“ ſaid 
the princeſs, flinging herſelf by the ſide of 
her mother's couch.—“ Ah! forgive this 
diſobedience of your orders“ 


« Is it the princeſs my daughter exe 
claimed her grace in a faint tone of ſur- 


priſe. 
« Yes, madam, the moſt duteous of 
daughters.“ — 


«Ah, no!“ replied the ducheſs, * 2 elle 
She ſtopped. 

« Will you not forgive ber fie ? —On 
my knees I entreat it.“ 

*« Ah! what do you aſk { ? Father John 
will not excuſe me ſhould I relent.“ 

&« What! does he then render a mother 
deaf to the voice of Nature, which pleads 
for her child! ? 

Beware, my daughter, of ſaying aught 
againſt a character ſo ſacred with me,“ 
cried the ducheſs auſterely. With him 
you muſt firſt make peace ere I can.” 

Oh, my mother!“ cried the princeſs in- 
terrupting her, you already forgive me 
in 


T3 

in your heart: let but your voice declare 
its dictates, and 1 will endeavour to appeaſe 
the Father by the humbleſt conceſſions,” , 

The duchels was ſoftened. She extends 
ed her hand to the delighted Jaquelina, 
who halt-devoured it with kifles, 

«-But my father!“ continued the prin- 
ceſs, ** do you not include him alſo in your 


forgivenels?“ 

« Your father, Jaquelina? Ah, he re- 
gards me not!“ 

6 Oh, ſay not ſo, deareſt madam !” 

He comes not to me, he ſolicits not 
my love.” 

Jaquelina was already with th duke. 
Her emotion excited his ſurpriſe. What 
now, my daughter?” She took his hand, 
and without reply led him from his cham- 
ber to that of the ducheſs. 

He ſtarted and looked dif pleaſed. But 
Jaquelina in ſuch a cauſe was not eaſily in- 
timidated She threw her arms about his 
neck, and burſt into tears. 

Ahl you told me, my father, that the 
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repoſe of your Jaquelina was dear to you.” — 
« I did io, Jaquelina.”—** Oh, then, refuſe 
not a requeſt on which it ſo much depends! 
Be reconciled to my mother!“ —“ Fooliſh 
girl! fo your enemy, ſay rather—Never has 
ſhe been one to you.” 

The princeſs wept afreſh—the remark 
was bitter to her. — “ Oh ſay not fo, my 
lord : ſhe 1s in her heart my mother, and 
her affection for me has been ſtifled by 
the miſguided zeal of her confeſſor. You, 
you, my lord, are dear to her—and me ſhe 
has forgiven.” 

She then repeared the ſcene that had 
paſſed, and renewed her entreaties. 

The duke found his reſolution give way, 
« Irreſiſtible girl!” ſaid he as he ſuffered 
his daughter to lead him to her mother's 
apartment, ** you make a child of me.” 
The duke, my father!“ cried Jaque- 
lina advancing firſt to prepare the duchels, 
The duke took her hand, and, as he preſſed 
it between his own, he tenderly enquired 

of her health. Divided between ſentiments 
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of tenderneſs and anger, the ducheſs coldly 
withdrew her hand and averted her face. 
His highneſs was hurt and ofended—*Nay, 
madam,” cried he, turning away, * I ob- 
trade no longer on your patience, ſince 
you thus treat my returning love.” 

Jaquelina interpoſed, and, taking the 
hands of the duke and ducheſs, joined 
them together with fervour,. and preſſed 
them to her boſom. For my lake, oh my 
loved parents! be reconciled. I was the 
cauſe of your diſunion; afford me the tranſ- 
porting joy of bang the happy means of 
your reconciliation.“ 

The ducheſs could hold out no longer: 
ſhe received the duke's embrace, and Ja- 
quelina with tranſport ſaw the reunion of 
her parents effected through her mediation, 

Upon her recovery, the duchels uſed 
every method to conciliate the minds of her 
kinſmen towards her lord. 25 

Burgundy, who ſtood in necd of the aid 

of William, required not much perſuaſion, . 
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and an act of amneſty was paſſed between 


them. 

A few months only had elapſed when 
John duke of Touraine, ſecond fon of 
Charles, fixth king of France, viſited the 
court of Hainault. 

Struck with the uncommon beauty that 
Jaquelina poſſeſſed, and charmed with the 
brilliancy of her wit, a ſhort time con- 


vinced the prince that a union with this 


accompliſhed young princeſs. was eſſential 
to his happinels. 

Having obtained the conſent of his fa- 
ther for the niarriage, he made known his 
intentions in form to the duke of Bavaria, 


and ſolicited his permiſſion to addreſs his 
daughter. As the character of the prince 


was unexceptionable, and his manners 
pleaſing, the propoſal met with the duke's 
approbation, provided the princeſs felt n no 
repugnance to the match, 

To obtain her conſent was a matter of 


little difficulty, as s ſhe really had no aver- 
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fion to Touraine, and was eager for an op- 
portunity to free herſelf from the perſecu- 
tions of Father John, and the unkind treat- 
ment of her mother, who ſtill blindly fol- 
lowed his advice. 

As ſoon as ſhe had given the enraptured 
prince her ready conſent, without waiting 
for bis acknowledgements, ſhe flew in haſte 
to communicate the glad tidings to her be- 
loved governeſs, little doubting that ſhe 
would be as delighted as herſelf at the pro- 
ſpect of her ſpeedy emancipation—** Oh 
my dear, dear madam!” cried the princels, 
out of breath, and throwing herſelf into the 
arms of Ulrica, “ I am going—going fer 
ever—to be freed for ever from the deteſted 
authority of Father John ! Yes, I ſhall ſoon 
enjoy that liberty for which I have fo long 
vainly ſighed.“ | 
What means your highneſs ?” exclaim- 
ed the governeſs in ſurpriſe. —** Why, the 
duke of Touraine has demanded me of my 
father in marriage.” | 

« Well, and what ſays his highneſs?“ 

G 6 * en; 


0 * 
e ̃ͤmm ! Io to 


"- 


1 


« Oh, he readily agreed to the propoſal ! 
and I have given my conſent ! and the 
prince is ſo overjoyed—— 

« My poor child,” cried lady Ulrica, 
viewing her with the ſincereſt pity and com- 
paſſion, what imprudence is this! Oh, 
how could my lord, your father, be indu- 
ced to truſt your inexperienced youth to its 
own deciſions?“ 

The princeſs regarded her with a per- 
plexed air, as if uncertain whether ſhe had 
heard right. 

But have the ducheſs and Father John 
conſented to the marriage?” —*< Oh yes! 
The prince, you know, is a ſober pious 
young man: theſe good qualities have 
gained their concurrence—And then we 
are to viſit France,“ continued the princeſs, 
immediately after our marriage | and that 
will be ſo delightful, after having been ſo 
long immured in this gloomy court“ 

Alas, my Jaquelina ! you little know 
the perils that will ſurround you, when, after 
having quitted a father's protecting care, 

your 


( 37 } 
your innocence and beauty will be ex- 
poſed to a thouſand dangers from the looſe 
morals and licenticus manners of the court 
you are going to.“ | 

« Dangers, madam !” repeated the prin- 
cels aſtoniſhed, “ what are thoſe you ap- 
prehend 2? _ 

The lady Ulrica choſe not to en- 
lighten her pupil on this ſubject; nor did 
ſhe wiſh her to know that the very in- 
difference which ſhe always evinced for 
the company of Touraine conſtituted her 
danger. 

«© And will not you, my deareſt ma- 
dam !” continued Jaquelina, in the accents 
of entreaty on obſerving her governeſs in 
deep meditation“ will not you accompany 
your Jaquelina to this court you. ſo much 
fear? Will not you ſtill guard and protect 
her by your counſels ?” * 

« Anddoes my princeſs really wiſh my com- 
pany ?“ With it!” returned Jaquelina 
with warmth, © I would ſooner ſtay for. ever 
in 


ti 8 7 
in *Bavana, than be ſeparated from my 
deareſt friend!“ 


« I am now indeed repaid for all my 


cares!“ exclaimed the governeſs with emo- 
tion“ Yes, my Jaquelina ; as you wiſh 
it, in ſpite of my years and increaſing in- 
firmities I will accompary you. I will 
ſtill be watchful for your happineſs, and 
aſſiſt you with my counſels and advice.” 

The concern of the lady Ulrica was 
much abated by ſeeing the princeſs ſo 
earneſt to have her company; and ſhe 
would not, by expreſſing further anxiety, 
damp the pleaſures of approaching li- 
berty. 

A converſation of a contrary character 
took place between the princeſs and her 
chief woman, as ſhe was undreſling that 
night. 

Though Jaquelina, at the earneſt en- 
treaty of lady Ulrica, ſeldom converſed 
with her attendants; yet now, ſo full of 


rapture was ſhe at the proſpe& of enjoying 
freedom, 


( 9 } 


freedom, that ſhe could not reſtrain the 
inclination ſhe felt to talk on fo intereſting 
a topic. 

It happened that Iva (for ſo was ſhe 
called) began the ſubject “ And ſo I 
hear your highneſs is going to be married 
to the French duke? Well, I always thought 
it would be a match!“ „Did you, in- 
deed ?” cried Jaquelina ſurpriſed: “ well, 
for my part, I never thought about the 
matter till it was named to me by my 


father.“ — Ah! I warrant your highneſs | 


has not obſerved the many kind and tender 
looks the prince gives you, and how he 
always engages your hand for the dance?“ 
* Not I, indeed!“ replied the princeſs ; 
ce though I recollect, as you obſerve, he 
always, much againſt my inclination, en- 
gages me at every ball; as I prefer count 
Florio infinitely for a partner. He is fo 
handſome, and dances with ſucha grace!“ 
—— Oh! well,” returned Iva, * but 
now your highneſs mult only have eyes 
for the prince your huſband. It is him 

you 
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( 40 ) 
you muſt now look at; and a handſome 
clever prince he is.“ But why muſt I 
only look at him?“ -“ Becauſe, you know, 
madam, you are only to love him in 
future.” 

It ſhould: be obſerved here, to account 
for the novelty and ſtrangeneſs of this 
queſtion, that the princeſs had been hither- 
to kept in profound ignorance with reſpect 
to a paſſion that bears ſuch tyrannic ſway 
over the human heart, —The duke himſelf 
and Father John had divided her educa— 
tion between them. It was not likely that 
the latter ſhould have given her any hints 


on the ſubje& ; and her father, a ſenſible, 


plain, good man, either thought it was too 


unimportant, or probably his daughter 
too young to trouble her head about the 
matter. No wonder then ſhe put ſuch 


queſtions to her attendant, 


Alfter a converſation of ſome length, on 
Aa ſubject entirely new to Jaquelina, the 


train of 1deas which Iva excited produced 


an involuntary. ſigh, and ſhe fell into a 


deep 


„„ 


deep fit of muſing, which her attendant 


interpreting as a ſymptom of fatigue, 
wiſhed her good night and withdrew. 

Without being much refreſhed, the 
princeſs aroſe early the following morning, 
and Iva was the firſt perſon ſhe ſummoned 
to her—*« You ſpoke ſo feelingly lat 
night, Iva,” ſaid the princeſs, © that I 
cannot help fancying you have yourſelf felt 
that paſſion you deſcribed.” 

« Ah, yes | I once was married.“ And 
did you ſo love your huſband ?Y— Love 
him! love my Clunebert - Oh God! he 
was dearer to me than I have words to tell. 
To pleaſe him was the firſt wiſh of my 
heart; and when abſent, all my thoughts 
were with him: yet ours was a /ong long 
courtſhip !”—* How ſo ?”—<* Ah! your 
bighneſs, we neither of us had fortune ſuf- 
ficient to marry without the aſſiſtance of a 
rich uncle, who forbade Clunebert to think 
of me.“ Alas! for what reaſon ?? 

* Becauſe, madam, Clunebert was poor.“ 
Well, but your fortune would have ſup- 

| plied 
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( 42 ) 
plied the deficiency of his.“ —< Ves; but 


my uncle was ambitious, and wiſhed me to 


match higher—and the poor youth was ſo 
diſpirited— «© And you —?” „Oh! I 


was almoſt broken-hearted : but we uſed 


to meet ſometimes by the contrivance of: 


Clunebert, and theſe were the happieſt 
moments of our lives, One day, however, 
Clunebert appeared to be uncommonly ſad, 
and for a long time he would not make 


me acquainted with the cauſe. At length, 


upon my earneſt entreaty, he ſaid in a very 
ſorrowful tone, 1 have been thinking, Iva, 
you cannot love me as I do you! © Un- 
kind Clunebert! what cauſe have I given 


you for this ſuſpicion ?? Why, you ſeem. 


cheerful and eaſy under the cruel circum- 
ſtances that ſeparate us. Why ſhould I 


give way to uſeleſs repinings?ꝰ Ah | but 


if our caſes were reverſed, I-would not heſi- 


tate a moment to ſhare your fortune,” But 


would not this be raſh, Clunebert ? for 
how can we ſupport ourſelves? There 
are a thouſand ways of ſubſiſtence, would 


you 
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you but make the experiment: Have I 
not youth and health ? Nor am I quite de- 
ſtitute : my little farm would proſper more 
were it to contribute towards the mainte- 
nance of my loved Iva! Ah! it would be 
a little paradiſe were ſhe but to ſhare it Y 
But my uncle, what would he ſay ?” 
That you loved Clunebert better than his 
riches; and J, I ſhould have the felicity of 
proving hourly to my Iva that it was her- 
ſelf I coveted.” 

« Well; you did not, could not refuſe 
him?“ interrupted the princeſs with the 
utmoſt impatience, | 

& No, indeed, madam ; I wanted the heart 
to do it, He had a powerful friend in my 
boſom To be ſhort, we were married.” — 
« And what ſaid your uncle ?”—© Oh! he 
never forgave it. —“ What a ſordid 
wretch !” exclaimed Jaquelina ; “ how I 
abhor him] But no doubt you were happy 
without his aſſiſtance ? ““ Yes, we were 
bleſt indeed: our little farm for a long 
time, through the unremitting induſtry of 
my 
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my Clunebert, proſpered. Ah } with what 
anxious ſolicitude uſed Ito watch his com- 
ing home from the labours of the day, 
blaming with all the petulance of love the 
cauſe that detained him one moment longer 
than the promiſed time of meeting! Some- 
times, while yet the ſun would linger on 
our little glen, and gild with trembling 
beams the hills that fenced us—while yet 
our whitened cottage walls and lowly caſe- 
ments retained its fading luſtre—to beguile 
the tediouſneſs of abſence, I would take 
my little one in my arms (for by this time 
we were bleſt with one) and fally forth to 
meet him. His well-known ſtep would firſt 
inſorm my heart of his approach: it would 
then ſo beat and palpitate! The ſight of 
me would chaſe from the brow of Clune- 

bert the anxious care that covered it; he 
would inſtantly brighten into ſmiles—his 

ſtep would quicken—and we were ſoon in 

each other's arms. But wherefore do I 

trouble your highneſs with my lowly plea- 


fures—pleaſyres that will never return!“ 
Oh! 


* 
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- 
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Oh!] you intereſt me beyond meaſure !“ 


cried the princeſs with animation; I could 
liſten to you all the day!” —* Your highneſs 
greatly honours your poor Iva.“ —* Well, 
but tell me what is become of this Clune- 
bert?“ Iva ſighed, and turned afide to 
hide the ſtarting tear.“ My Clunebert, 
madam—alas, he fell in battle!“ “ In 
battle?“ -“ Yes, madam !** returned Iva, 
her voice trembling from her emotion. 
“The ſad ſequel of our hiſtory is as follows: 


From over fatigue my Clunebert fell fick ; 


and our little farm having once ſuffered 
by want of proper attention, never after 
throve: our crops failed; our cattle died; 
and in ſhort we were compelled at length 
to part with it. Take it not to heart, 
my lIva!' cried my kind Clunebert, ſee- 
ing me overcome with ſorrow, as we were 
daily forced to diſpoſe of ſome of our little 
property; have I not health and ſtrength 
yet left me? © Ah! but how employ it?“ 
© The pay of a ſoldier will ſupport my Iva 
and our little one.“ The pay of a ſol- 

dier!“ 


( a6 ) 


dier?* repeated I trembling. © What mean 
you ?* The duke of Burgundy has offered 


me a poſt of ſome conſequence in his ſer- 1 
vice, and I have He pauſed - Ah, by 
ſurely,” exclaimed I ſhuddering with ap- | 
prehenſion, 0 ſurely you have not conſented K 
to part with me?* For a ſhort time 1 
have—a ſhort time only, my love: conſider ' 
but the advantages of his protection.“ Ah, i 
never will I conſent to let you go to the G 
wars.” * You muſt, indeed, my Iva!” q 
© What! conſent to your expoſing a life ſo 
precious, to preſerve mine? No, never! r 
Hut our little one Think, could you ] 
bear to ſee him want ? —ſee him: waſte; 
and pine with hunger ?—unhouſed, ' un- I 
ſheltered ! his tender limbs expoſed to every g 
wind that rudely blew upon him! whilſt ( 
his plaintive cries would ſeem to reproach. , 
your cruelty !' tit a 


« ] wept My little Fritz was in my 
arms; I preſſed him to my breaſt—* Yes, for 
thee, for thee only could I make this ſacri- 
fice!* cried I gazing upon him with tears. 

1 « To 
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© To ſee thy wants, and not have power 
to relieve them, would be worſe to me than 


abſence from thy father. — Go, my Clune- 
bert! continued I; * fince cruel fate com- 
pels thee, go! but remember that on thy 
life depends the peace of Iva.“ Ves, that 
thought ſhall doubly nerve this arm; and 
this loved image, continued he preſſing 
me with the fondeſt emotion to his boſom, 
impreſſed upon my heart, ſhall prove its 
ſhield.' ” 

« Oh, this Clunebert,” exclaimed the 
princeſs, * how I love him I But proceed, 
I entreat you.” 

ce ſaw him depart, madam,” continued 
Iva, „and with him fled my happineſs, 
Alas! ſoon after news arrived that he was 
ſlain in an engagement, after having twice 
recovered the colours of his regiment from 
the enemy.” | 

Iva pauſed to wipe away her tears, 

« My poor Iva!” cried the princeſs, 
kindly taking her hand, * I ſympathize in 

your 


„ 


1 
your diſtreſs. How greatly muſt you have 
felt this hock!“ 

« Ah, madam ! for ſeveral weeks I was de- 
prived of ſenſe. I was attacked by a fever, 
during which I raved continually on Clu— 
nebert. Sometimes my fancy repreſented 
him covered with wounds, and weltering 
in blood, —Then he would appear to me 
in the bloom of health, ſeated by my fide, 
and nurſing with parental tenderneſs our 
little boy. In vain would I ſtretch out my 
arms to welcome his return—in vain cry 
out, My Clunebert !—Alas ! it was but the 
mere phantom of my working brain. He 
never more returned to bleſs his Iva.“ 

The voice of Iva as ſhe finiſhed trem- 
bled in her throat; nor could Jaquelina 
for ſome time collect power to renew the 
converſation. A 

« But what is become of your little child, 
my poor Iva?“ enquired the princeſs after 
a conſiderable pauſe, | 1 


« Alas! 


6 49 ). | 
Alas ! he caught the fever that con- 


ſumed me, and died in conſequence—Yes, 
my little Fritz, my all, was taken from me !” 


0 The princeſs wept with emotion at the 
a misfortunes of her attendant; and, as ſhe 
| p diſmiſſed her, promiſed her never-failing 
protection. N BY: 
, Jaquelina could not haw received a 
more uſeful leſſon for the comfort of her 
in mind: ſhe now found that love yielded 
* n. e 1 

perhaps as much pain as pleaſure, and her 
f heart was lightened of a conſiderable load. 


e CHAP ; 


CHAP. IV. 


A SHORT time only elapſed before the 
ceremony took place, which gave to Ja- 
quelina that liberty after which her heart 
had ſo earneſtly panted. 

Suitable entertainments in honour of fo 
great an event were given, and no longer 
had the princeſs reaſon to complain of the 
gloom and reſtraints of her father's court. 
.—[Idolized by the duke her huſband, and 
tenderly beloved by ker father, the young 
ducheſs thought her felicity complete, and 
grew indifferent about viſiting the. court of 
France, the bare contemplation of 'which 
had before given her ſuch ideal pleaſure, 
Perceiving that the proſpe& of Jaquelina's 
departure was a ſource of melancholy to 
the duke her father, Touraine delayed 
viſiting his father's court, till time ſhould 
better reconcile Bavaria to his dayghter's 
_ abſeace, 

* Among 
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Among the diverſions taken by the ladies 
o the German provinces, was that of hunt» 
ing the wild boar. Habited in a dreſs of 
pale green cloth edged with park fur, and 
on her head a ſmall velvet cap ornamented 
with a light plume of feathers, the princeſs 
prepared one morning for the chace. She 
ſprang lightly upon the beauteous courſer 
which was brought her to mount, and 
gracefully received the fpear preſented by 
a kneeling domeſtic, She now gave the 
ſignal; and the obedient huntſman unlooſed 
his clamorous charge. The impatient ſteed 
on which ſhe rode, as if conſcious of his 
royal burden, proudly took the lead. Smil- 
ing innocence and health glowed in her 
lovely countenance; whilſt unfeigned cheer» 
fulneſs animated every feature, Her flow- 
ing ringlet, confined only by a knot of 
ribbons, ſported wantonly in the air; and at 
the head of her little company ſhe. might, 
without an affront to Diana, have been 
miſtaken for the Divinity of the chace. 

The hunters now entered the woods, 
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and ſoon a boar of an enormous fize aroſe 
from his lair. At their approach he ſtarts, 
and endeavoured by flight to ſave himſelf 
from their purſuit. In vain, however, does 
he attempt to eſcape the ſtanch blood- 
hounds that are let looſe upon him; undiſ- 
mayed at the formidable tuſks he diſplays, 
they follow up the ſcent, and direct the 
kunters in the attack : innumerable are the 
ſpears pointed at him, and already is his 
body gored by a thouſand wounds. Half 
blinded, and furious with pain, the huge 
animal bounds, and wreaks a fruitleſs ven- 
geance on the cruel ſtee!, which he ſhivers 
into pieces : his fear is converted into 
deſpair. The princeſs now gives the reins 
to her horſe, who in a moment conveys her 
to the place of action. 
At this inſtant the furious monſter made 
a deſperate attempt to free himſelf from his 
perſecutors, and darts with undiſtinguiſh- 
ing rage through the midſt of his beſiegers 
towards the princeſs : before her artendants 
ſcarcely perceived her danger, his enor- 
| mous 
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mous tuſks had wounded her horſe's 
„ . lt > 
Impatient of the pain, the affrighted ani- 
mal fled like lightning through the thickeſt 
of the woods, regardleſs of the ineffectual 
attempts of his trembling rider to ſtop his 
career. FIN | 

Directly before was ſeen a tremendous 
precipice. Terrified at the fight, the 
ſtrength of the princeſs began to fail. In 
_ deſpair ſhe abandoned herſelf to the dread- 
ful fate that ſeemed to await her, and, weak, 
faint, and exhauſted, was juſt ſinking 
from her ſteed, when a young: cavalier of 
a noble appearance rode up at the moment, 
and, throwing himſelf from his horſe, ſaved ' 
her from the impending danger. 

The horrors of her ſituation ſo much 
overcame the princeſs, that ſhe ſunk inſen- 
ſible into the ſtranger's arms, and was ſome 
minutes before ſhe recovered her ſenſes 
ſufficiently to return acknowledgements - 
that were due for the ſervices of her gal- 
lant preſerver. 


' © +. 8 Giving 
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. Giving him a look expreſſive of her gra- 
titude, as ſhe gently diſengaged herfelf 
from his arms, ſhe again repeated her 
thanks. The manner in which he received 
her acknowledgements, inſpired Jaquelina 
with a favourable opinion of his character. 

Having been informed by her attendants 
of her name and quality, the cavalier ob- 
ferved with a ſmile, that the accident had 
afforded him a happy introduction to the 

duke of Bavaria, whoſe court it was his in- 
tention to viſit, —The princeſs bowed, and 
aſſured him that his preſence would be re- 
ceived with grateful pleaſure by her father; 
and mounting one of her attendants” 
horſes, ſhe invited him to accompany her 
to the palace. 
| During their little journey to Hainault a 
lively ſpirited converſation took place. Ja- 
quelina, however her curioſity was raiſed, 
could not diſcover, by any thing that dropped 
during the courſe of it, the name and qua- 
lity of her preſerver. 

With all the warmth natural to her cha- 

racter 


6860 
racter ſhe preſented him to her father, and 
repreſented in glowing terms, and with the 
livelieſt gratitude, her obligations to the 
gallant ſtranger. 

William, pleaſed with che appearance of 
bis young gueſt, and grateful for the pre- 
ſervation of his Jaquelina, invited him to 
a reſidence in his palace during his ſtay in 
Hainault. The ſtranger bowed with an 
air of dignity.—“ Before,” cried he, 1 
profit by this generous hoſpitality, it is fit- 
ting that the duke of Bavaria be acquainted 
with the guality of him to whom his gra- 
titude has made ſo honourable an offer. 
England is my country, and from its fourth 
Henry I derive my birth—I am his third 
ſon.” “ The duke of Glouceſter then 
honours our court by his preſence”? cried 
Bavaria, and adds by. that favour to the 
obligation he has already conferred upon 
us.” —The duke made a ſuitable reply : 
“ An inclination,” continued he, * to viſit 
other countries drew me from my own, 
n to chance ſhall I ever conſider myſelf 
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indebted for the opportunity thrown in my 
way, of being inſtrumental in the preſer- 
vation of the princeſs Jaquelina, and of 
obtaining the good opinion of your high- 
neſs.” —Charmed with the family of Ba- 
varia, the duke required little entreaty to 
engage him to yield to the invitations of 
William, and take up bis reſidence at the 
palace — and ſeveral months in a ſociety ſo 
intereſting paſſed on unheeded. | 
The dukes of Bavaria and Touraine 
being at that time particularly employed in 
ſtate affairs, and the ducheſs engroſſed with 
her books and devotion, the charge of en- 
tertaining their royal viſitor devolved to 
Jaquelina. | 87 7 97 25 
In all her excurſions, Unetkbi on ot or 
horſeback, and in her domeſtic amuſe- 
ments, Glouceſter was her inſeparable 
companion; and ſhe im proved herſelf con- 
fiderably in her knowledge of the Engliſh 
tongue under his inſtructions. Jaquelina | 
Was never weary of queſtioning the/ prince 
concerning England, its laws, manners, 
| cuſtoms, 


— 


„ 


cuſtoms, inhabitants: above all, the women 


excited her curioſity, The warmth and 


evident pleaſure with which he dwelt upon 


this ſubject, and the frequent compariſons. 
he drew between it and the various other 


countries he had viſited, would occaſionally 
delight and occaſionally mortify Jaquelina, 
as (he could not help perceiving, that al- 


though he politely gave every poſſible com- 
mendation to the different courts he had 
viſited, yet the compariſon always termi- 


nated in favour of his own. 


Her heart liberal and ingenuous, and her 
mind free from low prejudice, readily ad- 


mitted the ſuperiority of thoſe: laws by 
which the property of the loweſt individual 


| was protected from tyrannous oppreſſion. _ 
She admired too its cuſtoms: and ſhe - 
would feel charmed with hearing that in 


that happy country the unjuſt diſtinction 


of ſexes was not known—that THERE due 
reſpect was paid to the underſtandings of 


thoſe beings whom cuſtom, not nature, 
had ranked as inferior. But that the ladies 
| D 5 00 
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of the Britiſh court ſurpaſſed all others in 
elegance and beauty (an acknowledgment 
which ſhe conſtantly. contrived to extort 
from the prince) would pique her pride, 
and ſhe would rally him with ſome impa- 
tience on his national partiality. 

It was impoſſible for the duke to be a 
conſtant witneſs of the unfoldings of a 
mind ſo artleſs, ingenuous, and pure as 
that of Jaquelina, and not be enamoured of 
its beauties, In truth, his reaſon imper- 
ceptibly yielded to the enchantment of her 
company, and his peace fell a ſacrifice to 
the fatal indulgence. | 
Though in principle far above the 
thought of ſeducing from its duties a heart 
whoſe innocence he ſo much admired ; yet 
to abandon the delights her ſociety yielded, 
required infinitely more fortitude than what 
the prince poſſeſſed under the dominion 
of this unhappy paſſion,—His country and 
honour were equally forgotten by Glou- 
ceſter. Weakly ſurrendering himſelf to an 
infatuation ſo dangerous to his peace, the 
| mind 
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mind of the prince ſeemed to loſe its former 
energies, and his manners and converſation 
no longer diſplayedtheir wonted animation, 

He became abſent, thoughtful, and de- 
jetted. The duke of Bavaria rallied the 
prince on this viſible dejection, and aſcribed 
his loſs of ſpirits to the influence of love. 

The evident confufion which the prince 
betrayed at this charge, corroborated the 
duke's ſuſpicions, though he affected to 
deny it with ſome degree of warmth, If 
I am not greatly miſtaken, my lord,“ con- 
tinued Bavaria, turning towards the duke 
of Touraine, our handſome coufin the 
lady Blanch has made a captive of our 
Engliſh gueſt.” “ The lady Blanch, ſaid 
your highneſs !? exclaimed Jaquelina, 
for the firſt time in her life aſſuming 
a contemptuous ſmile.—“ Yes, my daugh- 
ter,” reſumed the duke, for we all know 
which way that lady's inclinations tend.” 
* Your highneſs, I am convinced, 
_ wrongs the lady Blanch |” cried Glouceſ- 
ter warmly—=** ſhe too much knows what, is 

" due 
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due to her rank and dignity to beſtow her 
affections on a man who never has nor 
ever can ſolicit them.“ Oh ! then your 
grace denies not the charge, but only the 
object. Come, my daughter,” con- 
tinued the duke, you women have more 
penetration in theſe caſes ; help us to dit- 
cover the cauſe of our gueſt's diſorder, that 
we may, if the power is given us, provide 
a cure.—Tell us, who do you ſuſpect, 
among the beauties of our court, has proved 
- the fair conqueror of Glouceſter ?” 
For the firſt time the prince felt himſelf 
- chagrined in the company of Bavaria— 
This inveſtigation of the ſtate of his heart 
he thought impertinent and unſeaſonable; 
yet he was too conſcious of the juſtice of 
the charge to confeſs the pain it excited, 
and ſo put an end to the converſation, 
which be ſupported with a degree of im- 
patience border ng upon anger. . 
| « I, my lord!” cried the princeſs in an- 
ſwer to the duke her father Oh! I in- 


deed am no judge; yet, if I were to give 
ad As ; my 
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my opinion, I ſhould ſay that only an 


Engliſh lady could enthrall the duke of 


Glouceſter: the ladies of our court are 


not ſufficiently eſteemed to obtain the 
conqueſt of his heart.“ | 
« The ducheſs of Touraine is unuſually 


ſevere !” exclaimed Glouceſter, ſtriving to 


conceal his embarraſſment; ** yet, though 


ſhe ſeems to pay my taſte no compliment, 


ſhe is willing to give me credit for ſome 
diſcretion, in not ſuffering myſelf to be- 
come a captive where I have ſo ſmall a 
chance of ſharing my chains.” 


The converſation now took a different 
turn, to the great ſatisfaction of the prince, 


who could ſcarcely ſuppreſs the -uneafinefs 
it afforded him.— The lady Blanch was 
daughter and ſole heirefs of the duke of 
Neuvain: ſhe was nearly allied to the 
houſe of Burgundy by her mother's fide, 
who dying when ſhe was very young, the 
duke her father entreated the ducheſs of 


Bavaria to permit her to be educated and 


brou ght 
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brought up with the princeſs. Jaquelina; a 
requeſt with which the ducheſs complied. 
The little ſimilarity of diſpoſition which 
exiſted between the two couſins precluded 
any cloſe intimacy ; and they mutually re- 
garded each other with a degree of cool- 
neſs bordering on diſlike.Jaquelina poſ- 
ſeſſed a degree of ingenuous frankneſs rarely 
to be found, and her heart, warm yet pure, 
was depicted in her expreſhive counte- 
nance : courteous and affable, her vivacity 
and unaffeted ſimplicity won the hearts of 
all who knew her, and rendered her almoſt 
the idol of the people. Blanch, on the 
contrary, was proud, arrogant and unfee]- 
ing. Unlike Jaquelina, whoſe heart and 
purſe were ever open to the petitions of the 
poor, ſhe was inſenſible to diſtreſs, and 
unacquainted with the emotions of pity : 
ſhe was apt to take offence on the ſlighteſt 
occaſions, and her reſentment was impla- 
cable. 
The gloomy ſadneſs and cold inſenſible 
| manner 


69 );- 

manner of Blanch ill accorded with the 
ſprightlineſs and gaiety of Jaquelina's diſ- 
poſition; nor could her haughty mind 
brook with any temper the diſtinctions 
paid both to the ſuperior rank and vari- 


ous charms of her couſin. By the ducheſs, 
however, ſhe. was regarded with the moſt 


partial fondneſs, who ſeemed to view in 


Blanch a youthful picture of herſelf; and 
Blanch, though ſhe felt perfect indifference 
towards the ducheſs, yet ſaw the ad van- 
tage this partiality would afford her over 
Jaquelina; and employing thoſe talents, 
whoſe perfection was intrigue, ſhe effec- 
tually gained, as ſhe advanced in years, the 


confidence of her protectreſs. 


However her ſuperior in virtue and 
every defirable accompliſhment, yet the in- 
nocent Jaquelina was often the ſubje& of 
her invidious remarks : and obſerving the 
little affection the ducheſs ever evinced for 
the princeſs, it was her aim, by frequent 
inſinuations to her prejudice, to deaden 


every maternal feeling that ſtill exiſted. _ 
As 
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As in courts few "tranſactions can be 
kept long private, Jaquelina, who was in— 
finitely beloved, was not ſuffered to remain 
in ignorance of this treachery on the part 
of Blanch ; and, reſenting it as it deſerved, 
ſhe ſhunned as much as ſhe could with de- 
cency the ſociety of her perfidious couſin, 
Hos ever, as ſhe grew up, the little en- 
mities and reſentments which ſhe had con- 
ceived in her infancy imperceptibly wore 
away; and though ſhe loved not her 
company, yet ſhe cealcd to avoid it; and 
Blanch from motives of policy, diſguiſed 


the real hatred ſhe bore to Jaquelina, un- 


der the maſk of friendſhip; which the 
princeſs, who was a ftranger to artifice of 


every kind whatever, miſtook for ſince- 


rity. 
This rich and imperious heireſs, whom 
even princes had ſought in vain, was now 


doomed to ſuffer all the various pangs and 


mortifications incident to a diſappointed 
paſſion. On the duke of Glouceſter ſhe 
had caſt an eye of * and the 

marked 
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marked indiffererice with which he returned 
her paftiality, had ſwelled her proud heart 
with reſentment and indignation, 

t was in vain that her jealous and pier- 
cing eyes tried to diſcover, among the beau- 
ties that graced the court of William, the 
object who had rendered him inſenſible 
to her charms.— Alike gallant and polite 
to all, his attentions were ſo equally di- 


vided as ſeemed to prove his indifference, 


and make her conclude that ſome Engliſh 
fair one in reality had gained that heart 


which ſhe vainly ſighed for; till an unfor- 


tunate circumſtance diſcovered her miſ- 
take, and betrayed his paſſion for Jaques 
lina. $2475 | 

Rage and jealouſy now alternately 


reigned in her haughty boſom ; and vas» 


rious were the means that preſented them- 
ſelves to revenge herſelf on her innocent 


and unconſcious rival, who, ſatisfied with 


the purity of her own heart, and the ex- 


ertion of every endeavour to promote the 
happineſs of the duke her huſband, placed 
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to the account of gratitude that partiality 
which ſhe felt for the prince, and was per- 
fectly eaſy as to its conſequences. 

Her anxious governeſs obſerved with 
pain the evident delight the young ducheſs 
evinced for the company of Glouceſter: | 
yet, relying on the innate probity and pu- 
rity of ſoul which ſhe knew her pupil poſ- 
ſeſſed, ſhe would not, till farther obſerva- 
tion ſanctioned her interference, alarm her 
innocence with doubts perhaps injurious, 
and rob her of a pleaſure that might never 
tend to leſſen her peace of mind. 

Nearly fix months had elapſed when 
Glouceſter began to grew ſenſible of the 
unreaſonable length of his viſit ; and tak · 
ing an opportunity one day when the 
whole of Bavaria's family were aſſembled, 
he with ſome heſitation, and a degree of 
confuſion which he could not hide, an- 
nounced his intention of quitting Hainault, 
Jaquelina turned pale but did not ſpeak. 
The dukes of Bavaria and Touraine were 
urgent in their entreaties for his longer 

ſtay; 
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ſtay; but Glouceſter appeared firm in his 
determination to depart, and reſiſted every 
perſuaſion to the contrary, The whole 
party felt grieved at his inflexibility, as the 
prince was equally loved and admired— 
and a univerſal dejection ſeemed to over- 
ſpread the countenance of all preſent, 

Jaquelina, from what cauſe ſhe could 
not tell, never ſlept ſo ill as the enſuing 
night: „It is ſo provoking,” cried the to 
herſelf; © the duke's departure now, juſt 
when I had perfected myſelf in the Eng- 
liſh language, and could hold a conver- 
ſation with him in it No doubt ſome 
one of thoſe ladies whom he extols ſo high- 
ly for their beauty makes him weary of 
Hainault, and- anxious to return to Eng- 


| land!” This thought gave her a diſagree- 


able ſenſation ſhe could no way account 
for, and her attendants for the firſt time 
had reaſon to think the princeſs difficult 
to pleaſe.— And fo, my lord,” cried Ja- 
quelina the following morning as they were 
alone together, © you are determined on 

leaving 
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leaving us?“ Yes, madam !“ returned 
the duke with a dejected air. No doubt, 
Sir, greater attractions than what are to be 
found at the court of my father call you 
away!“ — The duke fighed, but replied 
not.—“ Some Britiſh fair one takes your 
highneſs from us !'!—+** You wrong me, 
madam, by your conjectures; my motives 
for wan Hainault are of a different na- 
ture.” —* Nay, is it not a very probable 


ſuppoſition, conſidering the anxiety you 


betray for your departure?“ 

Anxiety, madam ! I betray anxiety 
for my departure? Impoſſible I could be 
ſo ungrateful ! ſo inſenſible I might ſay !” 
continued he ſighing.—“ Nay, but the in- 
flexibility, the obſtinacy with which you 


reſiſted every importunity uſed by friends 


that love you, evinced how little your in- 
clinations dwell at Hainault.”—* Oh, ma- 
dam,” exclaimed the prince with anima- 
tion, © you little know my heart !”%—he 
pauſed and recollected himfelf —* elſe,” 
continued he with a more diſtant and re- 

| ſpectſul 
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ſpectful air, “ you would ſee how much, 
how greatly it is grieved, even at the bare 
idea of quitting friends ſo juſtly loved, ſo 
highly prized!“ “ Yet you could with- 
ſtand the united entreaties of thoſe friends, 
who you ſay are ſo much loved and fo 
high in your eſteem, though all they aſked 
was, that you would prolong your ſtay one 
month, one little month !''—** Net all made 
that requeſt of me, madam,” returned the 
prince with an air of reproach—* No, no!“ 
continued he, © that perſon whom moſt it 
is my wilh to gratify was ſilent. “ True, 
my lord,” ſaid the princeſs coldly ſmiling, 
4 did obſerve the lady Blanch—was ſi- 
lent,” —* The lady Blanch !” exclaimed 
the duke with warmth—** excuſe me if I 
ſay your highneſs does me injuſtice, after 
the public declaration 1 once made re- 
ſpecting that lady.” —* Who then, fir, was 
that ſilent perſon ?”—* The occaſion per- 
haps was too inſignificant,” replied” the 
prince, „to attract the attention of the 
princeſs Jaquelina; and the filence sRE 
| | preſerved 
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preſerved gave me reaſon to imagine that 
my preſence was no longer wiſhed for by 


her at her father's court! Ah!“ re. 


plied Jaquelina with animation, how 
much, how cruelly have you injured me by 
this ſuppoſition! If I was filent at that 
time,” continued ſhe, lifting up her ex- 
preſſive eyes, which plainly ſpoke the emo- 
tions of her heart, it was becauſe I had 
not words to ſay how greatly your deter- 
mination affected me! 

It is needleſs to ſay, after this converſa- 
tion, that the inflexibility of the duke did 
not hdld out much longer, and that he 
very readily gave a promiſe to the princeſs 
to delay his departure for a month ; nay, 
it is poſſible he would have given up a 
twelvemonth had ſhe made the demand. 

At dinner, the family. being all aſſem- 
bled, while the prince was racking his in- 


vention for ſome plauſible excuſe, that 


would well account for the alteration of 
his mind—little ſuppoſing that Jaquelina, 
as ſoon as he had complied with her re- 

6 queſt, 
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queſt, in raptures had flown to her father 
and huſband to acquaint them with her 
ſucceſs—the duke of Bavaria, turning to- 
wards the prince, politely expreſſed the” 
pleaſure he felt at the information the 
princeſs had given him.— My daughter 
is happy in her perſuaſive powers,” ſaid 
his highneſs—** and we all muſt feel in- 


debted to her for this proof of them.” 


Glouceſter bowed, and looked confuſed. 
— The duke does us infinite honour,” 
ſaid Touraine, © by giving up his incli- 
nation in compliance with our wiſhes,” — 
« Oh, his highneſs is very obliging,“ ſaid 
Father John, bowing low, in order to con- 
ceal an ironical ſmile ; “and we all,“ lay- 
ing a particular emphaſis on the word, 
« are ſenſible of our obligation for this ſa» 
crifice made by his good nature.” The 
ducheſs dropped a few words expreſſive of 
civility—but lady Blanch drew up her 
head with an air of high diſdain, when 
ſhe found it was at Jaquelina's inſtance he 
had prolonged his ſtay. | 
N A young 
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A young orphan, of a: good family, 
whom the duke had early taken into his 
| ſervice in the quality of a page, for the 
winning graces of his manners and the in- 
genuouſneſs of his mind, attracted the at- 
tention of Jaquelina, who was charmed 
with his artleſſneſs and ready wit. 

Glouceſter, though he really loved the 
boy, on perceiving how greatly the princeſs 
was ſtruck with him, preſented him to her 
—2 preſent that Jaquelina ous! with 
rapture. =— 

_ Edwy (for that was his a lad been 
ſome time in the ſervice of tho young 
ducheſs, when ſhe remarked that for ſe- 
veral days he appeared unuſually melan- 
choly; and her domeſtics informed her, 
that no ſolicitations could prevail on him 
to take his meals as uſual. 

Come hither, Edwy,” cried the princes, 
calling to the little page, I fear you are 
not well: what is the matter with you?“ 
* Nothing, madam !” returned Edwy, at 


the lame time burſting into tears, —* Nay, 
why 


1 
why then do you weep :?“ “ Ah, madam; 
1 fear to tell you!? - 

« Come,” faid the princeſs, * I will 
know the cauſe ! and 1f you tell me the 
truth, promiſe you JI will not be angry.“ 

« Alas! madam,” cried the page, the 
tears ſtreaming from his eyes, my lord 
the duke is grown ſo unkind to me now—” 
As he ſaid this he ſobbed, ready to break 
lis heart, —** Well, but what have you 
done, Edwy,” enquired the princeſs, “ to 
occaſion this diſpleaſure ?—and why be 
afraid of telling me your offence ?” 

The boy hung his head.“ J am afraid, 
Edwy,“ ſaid the princeſs looking extreme- 
ly grave, that you have done ſomething 
very bad, or you would not be aſhamed of 
telling me what has happened.” “ No, 


indeed ! Indeed, madam,” returned Edwy, 
% have not !—AIll that my lord was diſ- 
pleaſed with me for, was ſome anſwer I 
gave to a queſtion ot two he aſked,” 

« Well, but what were theſe queſtions, 
Edwy ?”* ſaid Jaquelina. 
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« Ah! if I thought you would not in- 
form my lord, I would tell them you ; for 
it was all about your highneſs.”—< About 
me, Edwy ?”—« Yes, madam.” —<« Well, 
I promiſe you I will not betray you,” cried 
the princeſs, her curioſity being not a little 
rouſed. 

« Why, then, madam, you muſt know,” 
ſaid the page, © that, happening to be 
playing the other evening in the gardens 
underneath my lord's apartment, he ſaw 
me, and beckoned me to come to him; 
which I immediately did, for I love him 
dearly, however he may diſlike poor Edwy. 
— Well, madam, at firſt he was very kind 
and good to me, patting my head, and 
telling me that I was a fine boy, and would 
be a great man if I continued to do right; 
and made me fit down by him, and threw 
ſome crowns into my cap—And then he be- 
gan to queſtion me about your highneſs—” 
— «© Well, but what did he aſk about me, 
Edwy?“ interrupted the princeſs with ſome 
impatience. 

| cc Why, 


(5) 


Why, madam, he aſked me vi you ever 
talked of him.” | 

« And what reply did you make py cried | 
Jaquelina colouring. 

« I ſaid, that to be ſure your bighnef 
did very often.” 
Very often, Edwy!“ —“ Yes, FIR 
and I am ſure I told no ſtory when I faid 
ſo.— Well, well, proceed.” 

<« But that for all this continued Edwy, 
e told him that I did not think your high- 
neſs loved him one half ſo much as you 
loved me.” —* Oh, fie, Edwy !” cried the 
princeſs ſmiling, you ſhould not have 
ſaid ſo ; but was this the cauſe of his dif- 
pleaſure ?”— Oh, no, madam ! At this he 
only laughed, and ſaid I was a happy boy; 
and then he began to look very ſorrowful, 
and did fo figh, that it grieved my very 
heart to hear him.“ “ Did he indeed, 
Edwy ?” cried the princeſs ſighing invo- 
luntarily.—“ Yes, madam,” returned the 
page, © juſt as you do now—And indeed, 
continued he, looking attentively at her, 
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higkneſs. —“ Poor child !“ cried the prin- 


. 
et J often do think you / alike land fo I 
told my lord, who called me a young flat- 
terer, and fooliſh boy; but for all he called 
me names, I could ſee he did not look diſ- 
pleaſed.—“ Well, but you have not yet 
told me the anſwer that made him ſo an- 
gry with you.” “ Why, if you muſt know, 
madam,” cried the boy bluſhing and look- 
ing down, © he aſked me, if 1 did not think 
your kighneſs the prettieſt and handſomeſt 
lady in all the world?” ! Well!“ ! And 
I ſaid but you promiſe not to be angry 
with me, madam?” continued Edwy in a 
tone of entreaty.— I promiſe you I will 
not. I told him,” proceeded the page, 


that to be ſure your highneſs was the 


handſomeſt lady in all the world; but, for 
my part, I thought Roſe Sidney the pret- 
tieſt And then my lord was very very an- 
gry, and called me an idle prating boy, 
and very preſumptuous in daring to com- 
pare ſuch a little turned - up- noſed chit as 
Roſe Sidney to ſo great a lady as your 


ceſs 
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ceſs laughing; and was this all the mighty 
offence you gave the duke? —“ Not all, 
madam ; for, being very provoked at his 
calling Roſe ſuch hard names, I was to be 
ſure rather ſaucy, and ſaid, that I knew what 
I knew, that I did, and could ſay ſomething 
if I dared ; and then his highneſs very an- 
grily inſiſted on knowing what I meant— 

and I ſaid, that I remembered the time 
when he thought lady Eleanor Cobham 
the moſt beautiful lady in all the world, 
and when he uſed to give me crowns to 
carry letters to her.” ; 
The princeſs now, from what cauſe we 
ſhall not venture to determine, bluſhed ex- 
tremely.—* And your lord was very an- 
gry with you, I ſuppoſe, Edwy ?” ſaid ſhe. 
Oh! very, very; and he bade me be 
gone, and. never enter his preſence again, 
although I * every thing to make him 
e me. And who is this lady 
Eleanor you ſpeak of, Edwy ?” cried the 
princeſs with ſome emotion: © Is ſhe ſo very 
beautiful? Oh, not to be compared to 
E 3 your 
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your highneſs,” returned the page with 
warmth; * for though ſhe is accounted 
very handſome, yet (he looks fo croſs and 
proud that few people love her.“ Bur 
is ſhe alike proud and croſs to 4?“ aſked 
the princeſs, * Oh, no, madam !” cried 
Edwy ſignificantly : “to my lord ſhe is all 
ſweetneſs!“ 

„ ſuppoſe, then,” cried Jaquelina, * it 
will be a match between his grace and this 
lady when he returns to England?“ No, 
wadam; my lord and lady Eleanor are 
not half ſuch good friends as they uſed 
to be, though I know not the reaſon ; but 
this J am ſure, my lord of late ſcarcely 
loved her at all, and NP bowed when they 
happened to mect.”'—** Poor lady!“ re 
peated Jaquelina fighing without aſking 
herſelf why“ I pity her greatly!“ 

The princeſs. now diſmiſſed her page, 
promiſing to make his peace with his lord. 
The firſt opportunity that offered ſhe 
ſeized for this purpoſe—** Your highnefs 


appears to be diſpleaſed with my little pro- 


regs,” 
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tege,” ſaid ſhe to the duke; © what heinous 
crime has he committed to occaſion your 
anger?” As ſhe ſaid this, ſhe ſmiled with a 
degree of archneſs that embarraſſed him.— 
« Oh, a trifle, madam ! nothing worth your 
notice !” returned the duke rather in con- 
fuſion - What! he has been making com- 
plaints, then?” continued he, darting a look 
of diſpleaſure at poor Edwy, who ſtood 
aloof with tears in his eyes, and caſt a look 
of wiſtfol entreaty towards the princeſs to 
clear himof this ſuſpicion,—**No, I give my- 
word he has not!” ſhe replied: „It is I 
that have queſtioned him; and all that I 
can make out is, that Roſe Sidney ſur- 
paſſed me in beauty—and a moſt dreadful 
offence it is, I muſt confeſs !” LY 

The duke, though inwardly much vexed, 
could not forbear a ſmile. : 

« Ireally think, my lord,” continued the 
princeſs aſſuming an air of gravity, * you do 
injuſtice to the champion of the fair Roſe in 
thus retaining reſentment againſt him. It is 


the duty of every knight to ſtand upia ſupport 
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of his favourite lady's beauty; and as you 
have condeſcended to defend mine, I com- 
mand you, on your allegiance, to toys by 
* the hand your redoubtable opponent.” 

This ſally of the princeſs's baniſhed from 
the mind of the duke the little anger he 
had ſuffered himſelf to conceive againſt the 
page; and laughing, he held out his hand 
to the delighted Edwy, who ſpringing 
forward received it on his knees, —Kiſſing 
the hand of the duke with an affecting 
eagerneſs “ Indeed, my lord!“ cried he, 
I never will . remind you of the 
lady Eleanor, nor how you uſed to praiſe 
her beauty, and tell that—" Pſhaw!“ 
interrupted the duke with impatience, 
© what ſtuff is this you have collected to 
teaſe me? — It was your ſaucineſs before 
that provoked me Let me have no more 
of it! 

The princeſs was malicious enough to 
enjoy the confuſion of the prince; yet 
fearing to excite his farther diſpleaſure 
againſt his little favourite, ſhe would not 


appear 
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is the deſcription, the princeſs; who had 


({ v7) 

appear to notice this unfortunate alluſion 
of Edwy.—* Go, Edwy,” ſaid his bighneſs 
recovering from his confuſion, © and, as a 
reward for the ſacrifice I have made of my 
reſentment, demand of the princeſs her 
hand.” Edwy aroſe, and, advancing with 
a-timid air towards Jaquelina, repeated the 
requeſt. Without the leaſt heſitation ſhe 
tendered her hand; and untying a knot 
of ribbons which faſtened her flowing hair. 
«© There!” ſaid fhe, throwing them with a 
graceſul air to the page, *Preſent theſe as 
a peace-offering to your lord, and tell him, 
that as he does me the honour of becoming 


my knight, it is but fitting he ſhould wear 


my colours.“ 

It has been obſerved, chat Jaquelina 
often queſtioned the duke concerning Eng- 
land. One day as he was dwelling on the 
charms of his native country, with the en- 
thuſiaſm that uſually inſpired him when 
that ſubject was ſtarted, his eyes ſparkling 
vſth animation from the intereſt he-took 
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liſtened for ſome time to his encomiums 
with a degree of impatience, interrupted 
him by ſaying, * Surely your grace is too 
partial; you would have us believe that 
this England of yours is the paragon of the 
world — Are the ladies of your court in- 
deed ſo much ſuperior to thoſe of Hain- 
ault ?—The ladies Blanch and Sophia for 
inſtance ; can their charms be excelled ?” 
„The ladies of my father's court, ma- 
dam,” replied the prince, © though juſtly 
by all the world ſtyled beautiful, muſt yet 
ſubmit to yield the palm to ſome that grace 
the court I now reſide in. The princeſs 
Jaquelina,” continued he, bowing, * could 
not in Europe find her compeer!“ 
Jaquelina bluſhed, and tried to laugh 
at the extravagance of the compliment ſhe 


had drawn from the duke; but ſhe found 
in herſelf leſs diſpoſition for raillery than 


ſhe had ever experienced. She looked up, 
and perceived the eyes-of the duke gazing 


intently upon her—Again ſhe bluſhed, and, 


without knowing why, aroſe from her ſeat, 
3 Feeling 


( 3) 

Feeling herſelf much confuſed, ſhe was 
leaving the room, when the prince taking 
her hand with an air of reſpect and diffi» 
dence begged her to remain—* You are 
not angry with me, madam,” ſaid he, miſ- 
taking the emotion ſhe had betrayed, “ for 
my partiality to that country in which I 
firſt drew breath?“ “ Angry with you, 
my lord!” cried Jaquelina with warmth. 
Ah! no, that I feel would be impoſſible.“ 
—* Indeed? How you delight me by this 
condeſcending goodneſs ! And will you, 
madam, ever continue to entertain for me 
this ſweet, this endearing friendſhip ?Y. —. 
« Doubtit not Are you not my preſerver? 
Do I not owe this life to you?“ - En- 
chanting ſweetneſs !—But will gratitude 
alone bring to mind the remembrance of 
Glouceſter when far removed from Ba- 
varia's court?“ —“ Ah, no! many are. 
the cauſes for which I ſhall remember 
you!“ e Shall you indeed remember me 
from other motives? Bleſs me, I entreat | 
you, by repeating them 1” cried the enrap<- 
E6 tured | 
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tured prince.“ Alas! ſhall I not regret 
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the many happy hours we have paſſed to- 
gether—our rides, our walks, our various 


"diverſions, the pleaſure of which has been 


doubled by your ſociety and preſence ?'— 
« Has the pleaſure of theſe amuſements 
been increaſed by my partaking in them, 


my charming Jaquelina?“ - Yes, indeed 
Indeed it has!” returned the princeſs with 


the moſt unaffected fimplicity, at the ſame 


time raiſing her expreſſive eyes to the ad- 


miring and delighted prince, who cuuld 
not bur read in them the ſtate of her heart, 
andthe paſſion which ſhe knew not herſelf.— 
«Is my ſocitty then dear to you, Jaquelina?” 
cried the duke, gazing upon her with the ut- 
moſt tenderneſs. —** Havel not faid ſo?” — 


«Ah yes! but I could wiſh to hear you repeat 


forever this delightful aſſurance.” —* No, 


vou would ſoon grow tired with the repe- 


tition.” —** Tired of hearing the tranſport- 
ing confeſſion that you—that you regard 
me not with 1adifference !*' cried the prince, 
at that moment coming to his recollection. 


; "ily | Oh 
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C Oh may you ever retain theſe ſentiments 


towards me! Then, in that death which my 
profeſſion bids me ſeek, the idea that Ja- 
quelina might give a tear to Gloucelter's 
fate would rob it of its bitterneſs, and. 
make me fmile even amidſt its agonies ! 
But you look pale, my Jaquelina !-—Mine 
did I ſay ? Oh:heavens b Yes, [ am well; | 
but the thought. What thought?” 
Of your danger.”-—** Did that excite your 


concern?“ -! What. elſe could fo much 


grieve me?“ = Oh this is too much!“ 
cried the duke diſtracted. Why, why 
is ſhe not at liberty > Happy Touraine ! 
how bleſt are you in Jaquelina-! Would 
to heaven it were permitted us to be 
united 1“ — United, my lord!“ ““ Yes, 
Jaquelina !” continued the prince; * we 
love, and therefore are moſt wretched! 


Love!“ exclaimed Jaquelina with horror: 
.* Impoſſible! Am I not the wife of Tou: 


raine? ”——© Alas! yes, too ſure you are; but 
you repent that fatal union.“ No, be- 
lieve me, the prince is by much too amia- 
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ble for ſuch ingratitude l What! am 1 
then deceived ? Would you not, were your 
choice yet free, would you not be the wife 
of Glouceſter ?” 

The veil was now torn from the eyes of 
Jaquelina: the fatal truth in all irs horrors 
preſented itſelf to her view. For a mo- 
ment the knowledge of her ſituation over- 
came her too much for utterance. At 
length recovering from her ſtupor, and 
viewing the agonies of Glouccſter—** Oh, 
why,” cried the, © why have you opened 
my eyes? Why did you not leave me in that 
happy ſtate of ignorance which formed my 
lappineſs? Why teach me, that the re- 
gard | bear you is a crime?“ - Alas, my 
Jaquelina !” exclaimed the prince wound- 
ed to the heart by her reproaches, your 
innocence might have betrayed thoſe ſen- 
timents, ſentiments which angels need 
not bluſh to harbour, before thoſe who 
might have turned them to your prejudice.” 
The princeſs however was inconſolable : 
He wept, and reproached her imprudence 

3:44 | without 
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without ceaſing ; nor could all the attempts 
of Glouceſter, who was ſcarcely leſs wretch- 


ed, reconcile her to herſelf. 
Too frank and ingenuous to conceal 
from her friend thoſe errors which ſhe 
could no longer hide from herſelf, Jaque- 
lina, in the utmoſt confuſion at diſcovering 
the fate of her heart, threw herſelf weeping 
into the arms of the lady Ulrica - Oh, my 
friend! my Ulrica!” cried ſne - how 
how wretched is your Jaquelina!“ The 
governeſs was alarmed at her diftreſs— 
What is it thus afflicts my beloved child? 
—Alas ! why is it 1 behold theſe tears?“ 
Ah, madam,” returned the princeſs hid- 
ing her bluſhing face in the boſom of her 
friend, “ I am unworthy any longer your 
« regard!” e Impoſſible!” —*< Yes, I have 
been guilty of a crime that muſt for ever 
forfeit your eſteem !” 
“What is it, my Jaquelina, hen you ac= 
cuſe yourſelf of?“ cried the lady Ulrica 
trembling with apprehenſion.—< Alas 11 
dare not tell you; yet though I have erred, 
. 
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| * knows it was involuntarily !” Freſh « 
floods of tears prevented farther utterance, 


Lady Ulrica now began to comprehend 


the myſtery—** Be comforted, my child!“ 


eried ſhe ; © though you may have been 
imprudent, my Jaquelina never can have 
been guilty! Truſt to this boſom your 
ſecret,” . Alas! I dread the humiliating 
confeſſion! — “ Come, I will aſſiſt you by 
ja NT, that 1 Is nnn mw 

s Perhaps not.” 

The princeſs ſhook her head“ My 
gas, ſaid the governeſs, preſſing at 
the ſame time the princeſs to her boſom, 
© has found her Engliſh gueſt too ami- 
able.“ Ah!” exclaimed: the princeſs, 
eovering with both her hands her deeply 
bluſhing face, you have, indeed, found 


out my crime! Good heavens, how culpable 


muſt I appear in your fight !“ . Not fo 
culpable as you eſteem yourſelf.” Not 
You rejoice me by this aſſurance! And 
my Jaquelina has it in her power,” conti- 


* aued the "_ Ulrica, ** to regain that con- 
* fidence 
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fidence and good opinion of herſelf which 
(he has loſt at preſent.” Mou charm me, 
deareſt madam !” exclaimed the princeſs 
with animation: „“ Tell me, teach me, I 
conjure you, how to recover what J prize 
ſo much,”—* A little exertion only will 
be ſufficient.” ! No attempt ſhall I deem 
too arduous,” —* You muſt relinquiſh, as 
much as poſlible, the ſociety of Glouceſter,” 
The princeſs ſighed deeply, and e! 
away her face.—“ You muſt do more:“ 
The princeſs looked up; perhaps ſhe 
thought a ſeverer injunction could not be 
impoſed - You muſt ceaſe to think of 
him,” —Jaquelina ſtarted : © Alas, madam, 
that ] feel would be impoſſible!ꝰ . You 
are miſtaken, my child—by a punctual 
diſcharge of the public duties of your high 
lation, and an unremitting attention to 
the more intereſting, more endearing. of- 
fices you owe to your huſband and family, 
your mind will be diverted from dwell 
ing on a ſubject that is diſhonourable to 


the wife of Touraine.“ 
However 
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However painful and rigorous the prin- 
ceſs might conſider this penance, yet ſhe 
promiſed to follow it with the moſt exact 
obſervance, She now queſtioned her 
friend by what means ſhe had become 


acquainted with her ſecret ? — The gover- 
neſs ſmiled, bur, aſſuming a gravity becom- 


ing the occaſion, * You married too young, 
my dear child,” faid ſhe, to have confi. 
dered properly the importance of that en- 


gagement you then took upon yourſelf — 


You may remember the uneaſineſs it occa- 
fioned my anxious heart—You loved not 
the duke of Touraine; yet, as he was 
_ amiable and paſſionately fond of you, time, 
with his aſſiduities, might have conquered 
your indifference, and gratitude have been 
converted into love—had not“ (he pauſ- 


ed, and the princeſs fetched a deep and 


painful figh—* had not,” continued ſhe, 
« an unfortunate accident excited your 
regard and eſteem for a man, who, it can- 
not be denied, is ſuperior to your huſband 
in thoſe qualifications and accompliſhments 

5 that 
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that moſt engage the affections of our ſex. 
Circumſtances drew you too frequently to- 
gether, and—” “ Ah, you need not pro- 
ceed.“ “ Yes, the duke avowed his 
paſſion : it was unworthy of him.”—<* My 
dear madam, I entreat you, ſay not fo!” 
exclaimed Jaquelina. with impatience : 
« the fault was mine; I led to the diſco- 
very; I could not conceal my heart. 
© No!”'— No; without being conſcious 
it was a crime, I confeſſed the regard I bore 
him,” —“ Well, and how did he receive 
this avowal of your ſentiments?” —* Oh, 
he was wretched beyond meaſure! He 
ic wis that opened my eyes—that pointed 
out to me the impropriety of thoſe ſenti- 
ments! felt for him Ho lightly muſt he 
think of Jaquelina, for ſo ill-concealing 
this diſhonourable paſſion ! ! The 3 
diſtracts me!“ 

ge more juſt to yourſelf, my Jaquelina, “ 
cried lady Ulrica, tenderly embracing her 
The duke muſt be charmed with ſuch un- 
adulterated innocence, which, conſcious of 
Us. 
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its purity, felt not the neceſſity of conceal» 
ing the ſentiments it had conceived.” 

. Alarmed at the danger to which ſhe 


now found herſelf expoſed, and ſenſible of 


the juſtice of the lady Ulrica's repreſenta. 
tions and advice, the princeſs determined 
in future to alter her mode of conduct. 
She hoped, by turning her attention to other 
objects, and by punctually diſcharging her 
ſeveral duties, to fill her mind with em- 
ployment, and leave little room for the 
unworthy paſſion that had crept in ſo una- 


wares. From that moment ſhe bade adieu 


to her former amuſements, and aſſumed a 
totally different character. 

No longer was ſhe the gay, the unthink- 
* Jaquelina : — no more did ſhe accom- 
pany. the duke in the chace, nor ſuffer 
herſelf to be one inſtant alone with him; 
ſhe became grave, yet affectionate, and 
attentive to every duty. Encouraged by 
ber faithful governeſs, to whoſe compaſſion- 


| ang boſom ſhe had entruſted her whole 


ſoul, 


—— — 
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ſoul, ſhe was enabled to perſevere-in 2 
conduct ſo laudable, yet ſo difficult. | 

The duke perceived the alteration ; and 
although he venerated ſuch magnanimity 
and ſelf. command in ſo young a mind, yet 
he was diſtracted at the loſs of thoſe de- 
lights which had hitherto yielded him ſuch 
exquiſite pleaſure, 

In conſequence of wanting Jaquelina's 
converſation, Bavaria's court had now be- 
come unintereſting and infipid ; yet could 
he not ſummons reſolution ſufficient to fix 
a time for taking his leave, and depriving 
himſelf of the enjoyment of conſtantly ſee- 
ing the princeſs, and being an inhabitant 
of the ſame roof that contained her. | 

Jaquelina, alarmed at the repeated de- 
| lays of the duke, determined, however 
painful the taſk, to remonſtrate with him 
on the impropriety of ſuch a conduct. An 
opportunity ſoon offered, when the. de- 
manded a private converſation with the 
e duke. The juftice and expediency of the 

requeſt ſhe was about to make armed her 
with 
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with courage for the undertaking, and pre. 
vented the confuſion ſhe would other wiſe 
have felt at finding herſelf in a ſituation 
{he had ſo long cautiouſly avoided. —** And 
have you at laſt deigned to grant me that 
favour which for this long time I have 
perceived with grief you have ſtudiouſly 
guarded againſt?” cried the duke, charmed 


at this private interview ſhe had requeſted, 


« What favour, my lord?“ “ An oppor- 
tunity of- ſpeaking to you without the re- 
ſtraint of witneſſes.” Jaquelina bluſhed— 
but it was a bluſh of indignation, not of 
ſhame, called up at the idea which the duke 
ſeemed to have conceived, ſo derogatory to 
her honour, and ſo contrary to the motive 

which had influenced her on the occaſion, 
« My lord,” cried ſhe with an air of af- 
fronted innocence, © if you entertain ideas 
reſpecting my preſent conduct that are not 
conſiſtent with what becomes the wife of 
Touraine, you groſsly injure Jaquelina.” 
«© Has then my behaviour deſerved this 
eruel and ungenerous inference, madam ?” 
exclaimed 


© 


exclaimed the duke, wounded to the ſoul 
by the emotion ſhe expreſſed : Has any 
one action of my life failed in that reſpect, 
that reverence ſo due to the princeſs Jaque. 
lina? alas, to the wife of Touraine?“ 
« Yes, my lord!” The prince looked 
aſtoniſhed. * Your continued reſidence at 


| Hainault ; your repeated, your unneceſſary 


delays, . ſo injurious. to my honour, to my 
peace of mind.” : 

The duke ſeemed confuſed “ Ah, 
madam!” returned he ſighing, “ if you but 
loved as I do, you would ceaſe to wonder 
at this infatuation; but no—your heart is 
cold and inſenſible compared with mine.” 
—* My lord,” returned Jaquelina with be- 
coming ſpirit, ** this is language I hear not 


from the duke of Glouceſter, and I already 
repent the confidence I was inclined to 


place in him.“? 
She roſe to quit the room, when the duke 
conjured her to ſtay one moment Oh! 
beg, entreat,” cried he, you will for- 
give the raſhneſs of my folly!ꝰ - Jaquelina 
: heſitated: 
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hefitated : Upon condition you repeat 
not your offence, I will.” —* ] accept the 
condition, however hard it may be to per. 
form.” 1 

Hear me, then, my lord!“ ſaid Jaque- 
lina, aſſuming an air of conſcious dignity 
that awed the prince: © If my friendſhip 
and my eſteem be worth your acceptance, 
you may poſſeſs them.” 

4% And can you then doubt the value 1 
ſet upon them? Above worlds do I prize 
your good opinion!“ “ But you muſt de- 
ſerve it. Name to me the means by 
which I may obtain this bleſſing ; and, 
though it were to ſacrifice this life, I ſhould 
not think it dearly purchaſed,” —* You muſt 
quit Hainault.” —The duke turned pale. — 
« Reaſon, duty, every thing,“ continued 
the princeſs, <* loudly proclaim the pro- 
priety of our ſeparation,” —* Good God! 
Hud can you fo coolly, Jaquelina, demand 
a ſacrifice ſo great? . My lord, I reſpect 
myſelf, I reſpect the duty I owe the prince 
my huſband : already have I too much in- 
3 jured 
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jured him. You have preſerved my life 
Make me (till more your debtor : Preſerve 
what I prize infinitely more, my honour, 
from ſuſpicion ; your continued ſtay is in- 
jurious to it. Oblige me, my lord, by 
your immediate departure!“ 

« Cruel Jaquelina! ls the vita 
all I hold moſt dear on earth, the only 
terms on which I can obtain your friend- 
ſhip? But, if it be effential to your peace 
and quiet, this ſeparation, agonizing as it 
is, ſhall be complied with, I will obey 
you, and quit Hainault.“ —** This conduct 
will indeed deſerve my thanks; and you 
will depart to-morrow !”—* 'To-morrow ! 
You puſh your cruelty too far.''—* When 
then, my lord ?” cried Jaquelina, in her 
heart not diſpleaſed at this delay.—“ If you 
require it, the week that follows this,” 

The princeſs bowed—“ I ſhall depend 
upon your highneſs's word!“ ! And now,” 
ſaid Glouceſter, © having made this ſacri- 
fice, may I not in return demand fore 
{mall conceſſion on the part of the princeſs 

VOL, I, F Jaquelina ?” 


„ 
Jaquelina?“' “ What is it you would re- 
quire of me, my lord?“ cried Jaquelina 
confuſed and trembling.—** That you 
would ſometimes, madam,” cried the 
duke, and, as he ſaid it, reſpectfully taking 
her hand—* that you would ſometimes 
think of Glouceſter as of one who, to en- 
ſure your happineſs, would willingly give 
up his life; who has already made a ſacri- 
fice that ſcarcely coſts him leſs !?—<© I will 
think of you, my lord;” returned the prin- 
ceſs with emotion, “as you have deſerved 
from Jaquelina: more highly thanthat I can- 
not.”—* Enchanting goodneſs l. But 
you, my lord,” continued ſhe, bluſhing, 
and caſting down thoſe eyes ſhe was afraid 
to truſt—* you muſt ceaſe to think of me 
but as a ſiſter, and then perhaps we yet may 
meet again.” —“ Yes, yes, moſt lovely, 
moſt adored of women ! I will endeavour 
to regard you as a much-loved fiſter, im- 
poſſible as the taſk appears at preſent. 
Alas!” continued he, relapſing into tender- 


peſs — alas that we met not ſooner! 
Then 
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Then might——" —* Forbear, my lord !” 


interrupted the princeſs “ remember the 


promiſe you have given.“ 

Jaquelina found herſelf overcome: her 
long- ſupported firmneſs began to fail, and 
ſne hurried abruptly from a ſcene which had 
become already too trying-glad to have 
eſcaped from the preſence of Glouceſter, 
before thoſe emotions which ſwelled her 
boſom had betrayed themſelves. 
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CHAP. v. 


1 HE day now drew nigh when the 
prince was to remove from Hainaulr, 


The young ducheſs only to herſelf con- w. 
feſſed thoſe deep, thoſe bitter regrets, which, a 
in ſpite of all her apparent compoſure, pro- m 
duced an inward ſtruggle. Glouceſter, half en 
diſtracted at the approaching ſeparation, ru 
was piqued at the tranquillity which Jaque- Pe 
lina aſſumed, and ſought in vain for an pl 
opportunity of reproaching her want of 
teeling. | to 
The evening previous to his departure da 
at length arrived. The princeſs, who had th 
ſupported herſelf with reſolute firmneſs cl 
throughout the day, finding it now no th 
longer poſſible to conceal from obſervation ſe; 
the anguiſh which filled her boſom, quitted to 
the palace, and ſought, in a ſpot particu- lp 
larly ſequeſtered, to give ſome relief and A 


* Indulgence to her ſorrows. Arriving at 
ee | the 


C . 

the end of a walk which terminated in an 
irregular break fenced by lofiy hills, on 
whole ſummits the rays of the ſun yet lin- 
gered, ſhe fat down upon the edge of a 
projecting rock, and gave herſelf up, with- 
out reſerve, to the tumult of grief which 
was ſtruggling for vent. The ſcene, though 
wild and uncultivated, had yet its charms; 
a ſmall but beautiful river watered the 
mountain's baſe, and its progreſs being 
every now and then checked by the inter- 
ruption of rocks, produced, from the re- 
peated daſhing, a melancholy but not un- 
pleaſing murmur, 

A thick plantation of tall pines roſs 
towering to the left, and excluded, by their 
dark foliage, the too powerful influence of 


the ſun; an endleſs variety of wild and 


characteriſtic plants covered the ſides of 
the banks; and abundance of moſſes were 
ſcen fancifully clinging in various forms 
to the rocks, which burſt forth upon the 
ſpectator in bold and pictureſque ſhapes, 
An air of ſilence and ſerenity ſeemed ta 
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reign around. The ſun was ſetting; and 
his rays, languid and trembling, threw a 
miſty kind of light on the ſurrounding 
ſcenery. Still Jaquelina ſaw glittering with 
its beams the lofty caſements of that 
dome which yet contained her much-loved 
Glouceſter. She ſighed “ In a few ſhort 
hours,” cried ſhe, “ thoſe high walls will 
no longer ſurround him ! and ſhall we 
then meet no more *—Alas! and is it a 
crime to love thee *—Oh, Glouceſter !” 
continued ſhe, claſping her hands in an 
agony of deſpair—** why, if we were 
doomed to meet—ah ! why did not propi- 
tious Heaven ordain our meeting ſooner ?” 
As ſhe uttered theſe words, a ruſtling 
amongſt the trees made the princeſs look 
up—1t was the duke himſelf. Trembling 
and covered with confuſion at the recollec- 
tion of what had eſcaped her lips, ſhe ſtarted 
up, and was leaving the ſpot with precipita- 
tion, when Glouceſter, ſpringing forwards, 
caughthold of her robe and ſtopped her flight 
* Wherefore do you fly me, lovelieſt and 
moſt 
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moſt beloved of women ?” cried the prince 
with an impaſſioned air. Oh that you 
would but repeat to, me thoſe melting ac- 
cents! thoſe tranſporting words! But, no; 
your heart is too proud] you diſdain to give 
me comfort! . Leave me, my lord, cried 
Jaquelina indignantly; * it is beneath the 
character of Glouceſter thus to ſteal upon my 
privacy, and triumph over my weakneſs.“ 

„ Ceaſe, I beſeech you, theſe keen un- 
merited reproaches, Jaquelina !” cried the 
duke: „ little have I deſerved them of 
you.—-To give my griefs free ſcope on 


quitting you, I ſought the retirement of 


this ſpot. Bleſſed may it be hereafier! It 
has yielded a balm to heal my ſorrows !? — 
Forbear, my lord, a repetition ſo in- 
ſulting to the wife of Touraine! and let 
me fly from a place which has ſo unhappily 
betrayed me, and rendered me for ever 


hateful to myſelf.” “ Go, then, madam !” 


returned the prince reproachfully, “ ſince 
you have ſound me ſo unworthy your con- 
fidence, ſince you will not vouchſafe me 
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the few ſhort moments you will ever paſs 
with the ill-fated Glouceſter,” —< What is 
it you would ſay, my lord?” cried the 
princeſs without attempting to move away 
—* Oh ! I had a thouſand things toimpart; 
but your anger has baniſhed them from 
my memory.” 

« Well, then, my lord, if my forgive- 
neſs will conſole you, you have it: no 
more ſhall I think of the offence.” —** Re- 
falſe me not your band then, Jaquelina, as 
a token!“ -The princeſs held it out to the 
enraptured prince, who could ſcarcely 
reſtrain himſelf from devouring it with 
kiſſes. 

The lady Blanch had obſerved the evi- 
dent diſtraction of the duke, and her jealous 
eye had penetrated through the aſſumed 
compoſure of Jaquelina. She had obſerved 
alſo, that, a very ſhort time after the prin- 
cels had quitted the palace, the duke had 
followed and taken the ſame path. This 
was ſufficient to awaken her ſuſpicions; and 


concluding they had retired from the throng 
by 


"© EF 
by appointment, ſhe determined to watch 
their ſteps in ſecret. 

At the moment the prince was preſſing 
his lips to the hand which the prin- 
ceſs had given with ſome emotion, and 
pouring forth an effuſion of love, ſhe 
burſt from her concealment, and ſtood: 
before the equally aſtoniſhed and diſcon- 
certed pair. | 

Glouceſter, vexed and confounded at the 
interruption, inſtantly let go the princeſs, 
who, covered with confuſion, hung down: 
her head, and was ſlowly retiring. 

© Donot let my preſence interrupt you!“ 
cried Blanch with a malicious ſmile ; “ 
meant not to obtruCce upon your privacy: 
it was chance alone that drew. me to this. 
ſpot,” | 

* What mean you, lady Blanch ?” cried' 
Jaquelina trembling andaffrighted.—*«Your- 
own heart will beſt explain my meaning!“ 
replied Blanch.— No, . madam !“ cried 
Glouceſter Repping forwards with d:gni-: 
fed. anger: © it is impoſſible a heart fo 
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pure, ſo ſpotleſs, as that which fills the 
princeſs Jaquelina's boſom, can dive into 
the ambiguity and darkneſs that lurks in 
yours.“ No doubt,” returned Blanch 
enraged at the ſeverity as well as juſtice of 
this remark—<© no doubt your highneſs 
has ſufficient proof of its purity !%—So ſay- 
ing, ſhe turned away, and was quitting the 
place, when Jaquelina, agonized beyond 
expreſſion at what had paſſed, and fore- 
| ſeeing the malignant repreſentation which 
Blanch would give of the affair, ſprung 
forwards in order to detain her-“ Oh 
ſtay ! for pity ſtay !“ exclaimed ſhe, forci- 
bly holding her, „and I will explain' the 
cauſe of all that you have ſeen.” —“ I re- 
quire no explanation!” returned Blanch 
with a ſignificant ſneer: © I am entitled 
to none. The ſituation, too, in which I 
ſaw your highneſs, ſufficiently explains 
your ſentiments ; doubtleſs it was highly 
becoming the conſort of Touraine—and the 
pure, the ſpotleſs Jaquelina !“ “! Cruel, 
injurious woman !” exclaimed the princeſs 


burſts 
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burſting into tears, and ceaſing any longer 
to detain her. 

« Deviliſh and infernal ſpirit, rather call 
her,” cried the duke tranſported with rage, 
ce that can traduce ſuch angelic purity and 
unſullied innocence !”' 

The diſtreſs of Jaquelina is not to be 
deſcribed. It was in vain that the prince 
attempted to conſole and ſoothe her. She 
hurried from a ſpot which had cauſed her 
ſuch humiliation, and, though trembling 
and almolt finking to the ground at every 
ſtep, peremptorily refuſed the aſſiſtance 
of an arm, which Glouceſter earneſtly preſſ- 
ed her to. accept: © Alas!” cried he 
overwhelmed with grief, „what have I 
done to occaſion this diſpleaſure ?'?—* Is 
it not you,” exclaimed the princeſs, © who 
are the cauſe of this deep, this. indelible 
ſhame -O God?” continued ſhe, claſping 
her hands in an agony of grief To be- 
come ſuſpected! Never, never more ſhall I 
know peace!” — Accurſed malignant wretch 
that has cauſed this anguiſh !” exclainged 
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the duke: Would to God it were a man 
had dared to paſs this inſult on thee ! 
this very hour ſhould his death have made 


atonement for thy wrongs! And can you, 


Jaquelina,” continued he with mournfut 
tenderneſs, can you liſten only to your 
reſentment, and diſtract by your anger a 
man who. quits—abandons what he prizes 
moſt on carth to pleaſure you? Think, 
oh think! perhaps we meet no more!“ 
His voice faltered ——< And that you 
ſend me from your. preſence wretched, be- 
yond deſcription wretched, if I am to bear 
with me the burden of your diſpleaſure!” 


The princeſs was too generous and too 


noble to retain a cauſeleſs reſentment—Her 
pity was excited ; perhaps a tenderer ſtring 
was touched by the evident diſtreſs of Glou- 
ceſter—<* I was to blame, my lord,” cried 
ſhe deeply ſighing, to reproach you! It 
is myſelf alone that merit cenſure,” 
_« You merit cenſure !” exclaimed the 
prince—* you! the moſt irreproachable of 
women! By heavens there is not one 
thought, 


109 


thought, one ſentiment in that loved bo- 
fm which is not pure and chaſte as thoſe; 
which angels harbour !- Once more ac- 
curſed be the fiend which could aſperſe 
thee !—Oh ! when parted, when far re- 
moved from Jaquelina, her beauty and her 
innocence will equally be impreſſed upon 
this heart!“ | 

By this time they had reached the palace; 
and Jaquelina, quite overcome by the late. 
tranſactions, retired for the remainder of 
the evening to her chamber. The next 
morning the princeſs found herſelf. too 
much indiſpoſed to receive the duke before: 
his departure: the grief and painful mor- 
tification which (ſhe had undergone preyed, 
inceſſantly on her health and ſpirits—an- 
alarming fever was the conſequence ; for 
ſeveral days her life was thought in danger. 

The tenderneſs and unremitting atten 
tion of the prince her huſband during her 
illneſs ſmote Jaquelina to the heart—Her 
conſcience hourly told her haw undeſerv- 


ing (he was of this goodneſs—ſhe reproached 
her- 


16 
herſelf inceſſantly for the ungrateful re. 
turn ſhe had made to his love - and but 
waited till her health was re-eſtabliſhed, to 
diſcloſe to him, painful as the confeſſion 
would be, a ſecret that hung heavy upon 
her mind, determined to truſt to his gene- 
roſity for the conſequences. 

She communicated her intentions to the 
lady Ulrica, who, alarmed for the event, at- 
tempted by every entreaty to diffuade the 
princeſs from ſuch a meaſure ; but Jaque- 
lina, when once convinced of the propriety 
of her intention, was ever inflexibly firm, 
and reſiſted with ſteadineſs all the argu- 
ments that went to turn her from her pur- 
poſe. Till her ſpirits were equal to the taſk 
ſhe had impoſed upon herſelf, ſne tried, by 
every return her grateful heart could fug- 
geſt, to ſhew. how ſenſible ſhe was of his 
tenderneſs. The unceaſing anxiety of 

Touraine, and the little attention he had 
paid to his own health during his wife's in- 
diſpoſition, cauſed a viſible - alteration in 
his appearance, 


The 
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The change ſenſibly affected Jaquelina: 
e You mean to deſtroy yourſelf, my lord!“ 
cried the princeſs, regarding him with 
tenderneſs, whilſt the moſt grateful emo- 
tions ſwelled her heart: “Alas! I am un- 
worthy of ſuch goodnefs ]!“ “ Say not fo, 
my Jaqucelina, my angel!“ returned the 
prince, preſſing her with warmth to his 
boſom : „Seek not to diſſuade me from 
uſing every endeavour to preſerve a life 


with which my own is inſeparably con- 


nected.” — The heart of Jaquelina ſmote 
her at this teadernefs, and ſhe could only 
apply the hand' of the prince with emotion 
to her lips, whilſt tears of contrition, gra- 
titude and regard ſtarted from her eye. 
It cannot be ſuppoſed but that the illneſs of 
the princeſs at ſuch a juncture would ex- 
poſe her to the malignant remarks of the 
lady Blanch, who indeed had not been 
flow in communicating to Father John the 
ſcene ſhe had witneſſed; and the inſult ſhe 

had received in conſequence. 
The Father heard her with indignation 
and 
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and ſurpriſe, but had the prudence to lay 


2. poſitive injunction on the young lady to 
preſerve an inviolable ſecrecy on the ſub- 


ject. This prohibition was highly diſ- 


pleaſing to the exaſperated Blanch; yet ſne 


did not dare, in oppoſition to his dread 


command, to divulge a tranſaction which 


would ſo much have gratified her malignant 
diſpoſition. 

Jaquelina, orateful for the cares of the 
prince, on her recovery tried, by every en- 
dearment, to make him ſenſible how much 
the felt herſclf obliged by his kindneſs, 
But now no. longer were her careſſes re- 
ceived with pleaſure by Touraine; a tho- 
rough alteration had taken place in his be- 
haviour towards her: he became abſent, 


cold, and dejected; and no longer than 


what abſolute neceſſity required did he re- 


main in her company. Sometimes he 


would regard her for a length of time with 
fixed and ſilent attention; his eyes would 
fill with tears of tenderneſs; then, appear- 
ing ſenſible of his weakneſs, he would 

hurry 
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hurry from her preſence as if aſhamed of 
his emotion, —Though grieved at this. 
eſtrangement, and ſuſpectiug the cauſe to 
have originated from the malignity of 
Blanch; yet the princeſs was loth to, 
think that any heart could be capable of 
ſuch inhuman perfidy ;—ſhe waited there- 
fore impatiently for an opportunity of ac- 
knowledging her fault; but the repulſive 
coldneſs of the prince often checked the 
diſcovery which hung upon her lips, and 
effectually damped the ſmall ſhare of cou- 
rage which ſhe had long been ſummoning, 
to aid her in the humiliating confeſſion 
which, ſhe thought it her duty to make. 
One day, however, obſerving the prince 


unuſually low and dejected while he was. 


fitting alone with her, remarking too that 
he regarded her with more, tenderneſs than 
he had of late evinced, ſhe-felt herſelf in- 
ſpired with refolution, and reſolved to come 
to an explanation. | 
« Are you not well, my lord?” cried 
Jaquelina, laying her trembling hand up- 
on 
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on his arm, and looking at him with an 
affectionate anxiety.— “ Whatever pain I 
feel, madam,” returned the prince, with a 
reproachful aſpect,” at the ſame time coldly 
withdrawing his arm, * originates from 
you!” and, without waiting. for the con- 
feſion which was now burlting from her 
ps, he abruptly quitted the apartment. 
Unable longer to bear this change of 
conduct in an object who deſerved ſo well, 
and was fo nearly connected with her, the 
princeſs heſitated for a moment, and then 
reſolutely followed the duke to his ſtudy. 
He was traverſing his apartment in vi- 
ſible diſorder, when Jaquelina entered, 
pale and trembling, and, before he could 
prevent her, had thrown herſelf at his 
feet. The prince was ſurpriſed at her be- 
haviour, and in vain attempted to raiſe her 
from the ground. No, my lord!“ cried 
ſhe, reſiſting every effort; * never will I 
riſe till you both know and pardon the 


crime that compels me to this humiliating 
poſture !”—* What crime,” cried the duke 


with 


* 
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with much emotion, ** can Jaquelina ac- 
cuſe herſelf of, and Touraine not for- 
give 2c Ah! I know too well your 
goodneſs, and my own unworthineſs !”— 
« Speak not ſo harſhly of yourſelf, my Ja- 


quelina; your heart is pure and innocent 


never have I doubted it, nor ever will I.” — 
« How undeſerving am Jof this kindneſs ! 
Alas, what will you think of Jaquelina 
when I tell you, that, contrary to the duty 
ſhe owed to the beſt of huſbands— Shall 1 
proceed ?” continued the princeſs, hiding 
her tears and bluſhes in the boſom of the 
prince: © How will you deſpiſe me when 
you hear that this wayward, this ungrate- 
ful heart has been eſtranged from its right- 
ful lord !”—* And is too fenfible of the 


merits of the accompliſhed Glouceſter !? -_ 


cried the prince interrupting her: “ Yes, 
my Jaquelina, I could have ſpared you this 
confeſſion !”? continued he with warmth ; 
then claſping her with emotion to his bo- 
ſom “ but I would not diſtreſs your feel. 
ings, nor prevent a communication which 


doubly 
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| doubly endears you to this heart,” —c And 


can you forgive this treſpaſs of your Jaque- 


lina? Believe me, if I have offended, it 
has been an-involuntary, and, I will add, an 


almoſt imperceptible tranſgreſſion.—“ For- 
give! I glory in this ingenuous flankneſs, 
this confidence in my love: Would to heaven 
I could reward thee, Jaquelina, as thou de- 


ſerveſt 1”. continued the prince, gazing on 


her with a degree of mournful tendernels:; 
e but, alas! the deep yet unavailing regret 
which my heart muſt feel He could not 
finiſh the ſentence, and as be turned aſide 
a manly tear ſtarted from his eye, —** Oh 
my lord!“ cried the princeſs penetrated to 
the ſoul, „think not meanly of your Ja- 
quelina ! Believe me, ail impreſſions but 
thoſe of your goodneſs ſhall henceforth be 
eraſed from this heart : it ſhall learn to beat 
alone for Touraine!“ 


The prince, greatly affected, vrefſed | her 


warmly to his boſom ; and the reconcilia- 
tion for which the 4 ducheſs had ſo 
long 1 ſo ardently panted was now hap- 

pily 
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pily accompliſhed. Thoſe ſenſations, too 


keen and exquiſite in their nature for frail 


humanity long to ſupport, having now ſub- 
fided, the princeſs expreſſed a deſire to 


know from what ſource he had derived the 
information of her attachment to Glou- 
ceſter ; and was told by Touraine, that an 
anonymous letter had made known to him 
the fatal intelligence. 

Jaquelina ſuſpected, and with faffcierit 
reaſon, that the lady Blanch was the author 
of the billet, and, without reſerve, relates 
to the prince what had paſſed in the inter- 
view between her and Glouceſter the even- 


ing previous to his departure, with the ſud- 


den and unexpected appearance of that lady, 


The prince agreed with Jaquelina in attri- 
buting it to the malice of lady Blanch ; ; and 
both joined in condemning the badneſs of 
that heart which could miſchievouſly con- 
trive the diſunion of two perſons, neither 
of whom had ever injured her in the ſcmallelt 


degree, ? 
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Posstssnc a ſtrength of mind not 
fiequently to be found in one of her tender wv 


years and ſex, Jaquelina combated a paſ- 
ſion inimical to her peace by every exer- 
tion of thoſe powers which nature had given 
her, and which education had ſerved to 
ſtrengthen ; yet memory ſometimes getting 
the better of reaſon would affociate with 
each loved walk, or favourite amuſement, 
the object whoſe remembrance ſhe was 
equally bound from motives of duty as 
well as intereſt to baniſh from her mind. 
Senſible of the ill conſequences of in- 

dulging reflection on the paſt, ſhe became 
anxious to quit the ſcenes which ſo forcibly 

brought back the recollection of former 
times; and ſhe hoped, by viſiting the court 
of France, to divert her mind from dwell- 
ing on thoſe dangerous ſubjects, 


Without immediately adverting to the 
realons 
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reaſons which prompted her, the princeſs 
fgnified to Touraine her deſire of ſetting 
out on the long- intended journey to the 
court of his father. 

The duke, who had only in compliance 


with the ſolicitations of Bavaria deferred 


paying his duty to his father, after an event 
of luch importance had taken place, heard 
with pleaſure the requeſt of the princeſs; 
and having extorted a reluctant conſent 
from the duke, preparations were made for 
their immediate departure. The parting 
from her father was painful to the heart of 
Jaquelina, who however, conſcious of the 
propriety of the ſeparation, bore it with a 
becoming firmneſs. The ducheſs, her 
mother, coldly embraced her, and, bidding 
her adieu, promiſed to pray for her happi- 
neſs ; whilſt Facher John, though he had 
previouſly beſtowed his wholeſome admo- 
nitions and prudential advice, was ſo pre- 
poſterouſly zealous as to detain the impa- 
tient Touraine for a whole hour, whilſt he 


tediouſly exhorted the weeping Jaquelina, 
Who, 


U 
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who, in her concern at quitting a beloved 
father, and a nation ſo deſervedly dear to 
her, was little attentive to the ſage coun- 
ſels and inſtructions that were ſo plentifully 
adminiſtered by her ghoſtly preceptor. At 
length, the ſermon}; ended, the royal pair 
took leave of Hainault, and, after a jour. 
ney diſtinguiſhed by no remarkable adven. 
ture, arrived in France, They were re. 
ceived with every teſtimony of love and 
eſteem by the whole family of Charles; 
and feaſts and tournaments were given by 
the court in honour of the duke's return. 
The continued hurry and diffipation in 
which Jaquelina was neceſſarily engaged, 
diverted her mind from dwelling on thoſe 
events which were yet too recent to be eaſily 
baniſhed from her tHoughts. 

During the two years ſhe paſſed at the 
French court, ſhe contracted a ſtrict inti- 
macy with the princeſs Catharine, the ſiſter 
of Touraine: a congeniality of ſentiment 
cemented the union of two minds both in- 
nocent and atniable ; and when the period 
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arrived which was to ſeparate them, a mu- 
cual regret was felt by each princeſs, 

The young ducheſs, however, finding 
thoſe impreſſions grow fainter and fainter 
which had diſturbed her peace when ſhe 
firſt arrived at the court of Charles, grew 
impatient and anxious to return to the fond 
indulgent father, who, ſhe well knew, 
counted the tedious moments of her ab- 
ſence. TURF 
About this time died Henry the Fourth 
of England ; and, ſoon after, a war broke 
out between France and that kingdom, 

Jaquelina could not help feeling with 
chagrin an event which muſt make her re- 
gard Glouceſter in the light of an enemy. 
Bitterly would ſhe lament this cruel ſtroke 
of fortune Hard deſtiny,” cried ſhe, 
e that as an enemy henceforward I muſt 
conſider him to whom I owe ſo much! 
Alas, perhaps in battle his weapon may be 
raiſed to ſmite Touraine—Ah, Glouceſter! 
canſt thou aim againſt a life ſo dear to Ja- 
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generous ready arm would rather be ups 
lifted to defend him—to ſhield him from 


the murderous ſtroke which thy ambitious 


- countrymen may have levelled at his heart.” 

The preſence of the duke of Touraine 
being required in the field as ſecond in 
command of the French forces, the duke 
of Bavaria, uncertain of the termination of 
a conteſt betwixt two ſuch powerful king- 
doms, was anxious that Jaquelina ſhould 
reſide at Hainault during the abſence of 
her huſband ; and having gained the con- 
ſent of Touraine to have his daughter 
with him, that fame day on which he de- 
parted from Paris in order to join the army, 
the ducheſs took leave of the family of 
Charles, and ſer out for her father's domi- 
nions. | x 

A lapſe of ſeveral months had now ta- 
ken place, when an officer of ſome diſ- 
tinction arrived at the court of Hainault, 
with letters from the duke of Touraine, 
and announced the ſpeedy 1eturn of his 
maſter. - The intelligence that occaſioned 
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this was unfavourable to the court of France; 
it was the complete and diſgraceful over- 
throw of the French army at the battle of 
Agincourt, 

The duke of Bavaria, grieved and con- 


founded at theſe tidings, by which the in- 


tereſts of his Jaquelina were ſo much preju- 
diced, commanded the captain who had 
brought the inauſpicious news into his 
preſence, that he might have a more exact 
detail of an event that ſo much alarmed 
his parental feelings. / 
It would be an affront to the Engliſh 
reader to ſuppoſe it were neceſſary in this 
place to relate the incideats on which the 
Britiſh arms gained ſuch immortal fame. 
Strange and unnatural as it may ap- 
pear, not all the particulars of that action, 
ſo deſtructive and ſo fatal to the cauſe of 


France, gave ſuch a ſhock to the feelings 


of our heroine, as one incident which 
ſeemed to promiſe well to her country. 
After a detail of other circumſtances of 


the battle, the officer came to the event we 
G 2 allude 


2 
X * - 


— —_— - * - _ 5 
m 224 — - G 
- . — — * 
2 6 * N . 
"ee Fe, > a. hh has 11 2 N 8 = 7 N — 
” — r uw - . -—- - - »* FT. 


br 


6124 

allude to, which he thus recounted :— 
« Amongſt the enemies of France in the 
field of Agincourt, envy muſt allow the 
duke of Glouceſter to have ſhone conſpi- 
cuous; as a ſoldier I am bound to do 
juſtice to his valour.“ 

Jaquelina thanked the officer in her 
heart for this eulogium on Glouceſter. 
With an impetuoſity ſcarcely to be cre- 
dited he broke through the thickeſt of our 
ranks, mowing down with deſtructive arm 
the flower of our army, and with firm in- 
trepid ſtep advanced in the face of danger 
undaunted by the ſhower of weapons that 
flew around him — Alas! at each direful 
ſtroke he gave, France had cauſe to mourn 
the braveſt of our ſon: never but once did 
I fee bim decline the combat. Decline 
the combat!” interrupted Jaquelina faintly : 
Could Glouceſter e'er ſhun danger when 
fighting for his country ? — Never but 
once, madam, did he retule to engage! 
continued the officer bowing ; * and then 


** advei ſary appeared in the form of Tou- 
raine!“ 
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raine l The princeſs aroſe, without reply, 
and retired to the window.! Proceed, 
fir !” cried Father John impatieatly : Me- 
thinks you dwell with too much warmth 
on the merits of our enemy.” * 

« However in the field we may oppoſe 
our foe,” replied the captain, in private 
we are bound by duty to give due praiſe to 
valour wherever it is found.” —“ Right!“ 
cried Bavaria: I approve your noble 
commendation; a generous acknowledg · 
ment of an enemy's merit reflects honaus 
on him who beftows it—But, pray, pro- 
ceed ! I am too intereſted in the ſubject to 
bear with digreſſions.— It ſhould ſeem,“ 
continued the officer, bowing low to Wil. 
lam, and reſuming his narrative“ it 
ſhould ſeem as if a kind of fatality had di- 
rected Glouceſter to encounter Touraine : 
twice did he meet him face to face, and 
twice did he turn away and ſeek for other 
adverſaries.” The colour of Jaquelina went 
and came during this laſt ſpeech And 

G 3 Touraine,” 
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Touraine,” cried ſhe with ſome impatience, 
« did Touraine ſeem to purſue the prince?” 
The viſor of the duke being down, 
prevented our general from diſtinguiſhing 
the perſon of Glouceſter : at length, on 
-meeting a third time, he couched his ſpear, 
and was about to make a furious attack, 
when the Engliſh hero, pointing his weapon 
to the ground, Sooner,” cried he, than 
aim a hoſtile blow at the heart of Tou- 
raine, this ſpear ſhould be pointed at my 
own.” He was ſurpriſed at this addreſs, 
but did not however recogniſe the voice; 
on which the prince, raiſing his helmet, 
diſcovered the warlike viſage of the duke 
of Glouceſter. 

«Can it be Glouceſter?” cried the duke 
confounded. 
For a moment he ſtood irrefolute—— 
Then turning towards the Engliſh general 
with ſoftened looks, However it may be 
' contrary to intereſt, nay perhaps to duty, 


to ſpare an nem: Touraine can never 
| ſeek 
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| ſeek the life of him who has preſerved an 


exiſtence dearer to him than his own : Hea- 
ven, I truſt, will interpoſe to prevent any 
future anxiety,” “ As enemies, my lord, 
« [hope it will!” —replied the duke: 
Farewell!“ They parted. | 

Jaquelina at this relation could ſcarcely 
conceal her emotion: trembling and agita- 
ted beyond expreſſion, ſhe leant for ſupport 
againſt the chair ſhe had quitted. 

The officer went on: Unfortunately 
for Glouceſter, this ſhort parley had drawn 
him from the ranks of which he had the 


immediate command; and a party of our 


cavalry, who had beheld with indignation 
the braveſt of their lines cut to pieces by 
the intrepid valour of the duke, now per- 
ceived his fituation and ſurrounded him. 
Wh  unabated courage the prince 
received their charge, and for ſome time 
maintained his ground though combating 
againſt ſuch a ſuperior number; till at 
length a blow from behind by the mace of 
a ſoldier, who bad well watched his oppor- 
G 4 tunity, 
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munity, felled him to the ground, and death 
ſeemed to environ him on every fide, 
Already had the wrathſul foe raiſed aloft 
his vengeful arm to give the mortal ſtroke, 
and tile fallen hero with ſteady firmnefs 
had reſigned himſelf to his impending fate, 
when king Henry, perceiving his brother's 
danger, rulhed like lightning to his reſcue, 
and ſaved him from the death which appear- 
ed inevitable. The latter part of this ac- 
count was unheard by Jaquelina, who, 
inſenſible to all but Glouceſter's danger, 
| had ſunk, at the moment he was deſcribed 
to have fallen by the blow of his aſſailant, 
Into the arms of lady Ulrica, who having 
before obſerved the fainting princeſs, had 
held herſelf at hand to ſuccour her. 

Many minutes elapſed before ſhe reco- 
vered her ſenſes ſufficiently to be made ſen- 
fible that the duke had eſcaped unhurt by 
the timely intervention of his brother ; and 
then, aſhamed and confounded at recollect- 
ing the weakneſs the had betrayed, ſhe reti - 


red covered with confuſion to her chamber. 
« Oh! 
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« Oh! our Jaquelina,” cried Bavaria, 
turning towards the officer, © is not he- 
roine ſufficient to hear, without emotion;. 
the detail of a bloody battle!“ f 

« True, my liege!“ ſaid Father John 
with a ſarcaſtic ſmile, © and the latter part 
of the account called forth the ſenſibility of 
the princeſs in a moſt wonderful manner!” 
«« She had been ungrateful elſe,” returned: 
the duke with warmth : I ſee not why a 
public quarrel ſhould baniſh from the boſom 
of individuals the memory of benefits re- 
ceived,” 

The invidious remarks of the unchari- 
table prieſt were filenced by this reply, 
and he could only when in private with the 
ducheſs lament the blindneſs of. Bavaria to 


his daughter's faults. 
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CHAP. VII. 


'Th E repeated ſucceſſes of Henry preyed 
deep upon the heart of the French mo- 


narch. He beheld himſelf gradually ſtript 
of his dominions ; and his mind ſunk under 
the preſſure of affliction, till the loſs of his 
reaſon completed his misfortunes. 

It was during the influence of this ma- 
lady, perhaps the moft terrible to which 
human nature is ſubject, that Henry con- 
cluded a peace on terms every way fo diſ- 
advantageous to the intereſts of France. 

A few weeks only elapfed before he 
' eſpouſed the princeſs Catharine; and, in 
- deſpite of the dauphin's juſt claim, had 
himſelf declared preſumptive heir to the 
crown. 2 

An attempt was made by that prince to 
wreſt from the ambitious conqueror thoſe 
rights of which he had ſo unjuſtly poſſeſſed 
himſelf; but after a feeble and unequal 
conteſt of ſome months, he was forced to 
EH, 8 relinquiſh 


. 
relinquiſh his lawful claims to the moſt 
powerful Henry, and ſubmit for the pre- 
ſent with ſeeming patience to his fate. 
Sickened and diſpirited by the ſcenes 
which were now exhibited at the court of 
France, and pained beyond bearing at the 
afflicting ſight of a father deprived of rea- 
ſon, Touraine abandoned a place which 
excited only ſenſations of anguith, and re- 
tired once more to Hainault, where, in the 
ſociety of his beloved Jaquelina, he hoped: 
to obtain, for his greatly troubled ſoul, that 
quiet to which it had ſo long been a ſtranger. 
The death however of the dauphin ſoon 
recalled him from the enjoyment of this 
ſhort-lived repoſe. Louis had fallen a ſa- 
crifice to the mortification of ſeeing himſelf 
for ever excluded from the brilliant proſpect 
of mounting his father's throne; and on 
ſucceeding to the dignity of his late bro- 
ther, Touraine felt it incumbent on him 
to take an active part in the government of 
France, which, except at intervals, his fa- 
ther was incapable of conducting. 
G 6 At. 


492 

At this juncture a moſt powerful faction 
prevailed at court, which for ſome time 
prevented his putting his intentions into 
execution. 

Louis, the late dauphin, on being ap- 
pointed regent during the inſanity of his 
father, had beſtowed the office of conſtable 
on a nobleman who beheld with the moſt 
irreconcileable hatred the whole houſe of 
Burgundy. 

The duke of that name had long ſuſ- 
tained an important part in the adminiſtra- 
tion; and, on his return from the battle of 
Agincourt, in ſpite of the oppoſition that 
was attempted to be made, reſumed his ſhare 
in the government. 

Preparations ſeemed to be now . 
for a civil war. 

As the death of Louis took place at a 
time of his father's lunacy, the conſtable 
had remained in poſſeſſion of the king's 
perſon. 

John, who now dropped the title of 
| Touraine, as the firſt act of his authority, 


ordered 
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ordered theſe noblemen to lay down their 
arms, and quietly ſubmit to his power. 
Burgundy ſtraightway obeyed; but the 
conſtable refuſed to relinquiſty the charge 
of the king, unleſs the prince would de- 
clare war againſt the duke his kinſman. 

This inſolent reply was treated with the 
contempt it merited; and Burgundy, grate- 
ful for the dauphin's conduct, offered his 
aſſiſtance towards reinſtating him in thoſe 
rights from which he was ſo unjuſtly kept 
by the conſtable. 

The neceſſary meaſures were now taken 
for enforcing thoſe claims, and wreſting, 
from the conſtable the power he had' 
uſurped. In purſuance of the advice of 
the dukes of Bavaria and Burgundy, John, 
accompanied by them, repaired with a. 
conſiderable force to Compiegne. Bava- 
ria, deſirous of effecting, if poſſible by 
fair means, the eſtabliſhment of his ſon- in- 
law's right, left John at Compiegne, and 
with a ſmall retinue ſet out for Paris. 


On arriving in that city he demanded, 
in 
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in the name of the dauphin, a relinquiſh. 


ment of the perſon of the king, and an ac- 
knowledgment of his power, with the re. 
ſtoration of the duke of Burgundy to the 
former high office which he had held in ad- 
miniſtration. Tue conſtable, who deteſted 
the very name of Burgundy, returned a 
haughty anſwer to William's propoſal, inti- 
mating, that the dauphin ſhould never be 
acknowledged at the court of France until 
he renounced all connection with that 
prince. Bavaria, juſtly enraged at this 
prefamption, angrily told him, bis ſon- in- 
law, united with the power of Burgundy, 
would ſoon make him repent his inſolence 
and lower his tone; then immediately 
breaking up the conference, he quitted 
Paris and repaired to Compiegne. 

Upon his return he related with indig- 
nation the 11] ſucceſs of his negotiation; and 


preparations were forthwith made for the 
purpoſe of compelling this ambitious peer 


to relinquiſh the unjuſtifiable detention of 


It 
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It was obſerved with concern and aſto. 
niſhment by his friends, that the dauphin 
beheld himſelf deprived of all the privi- 
leges of his birth, his father ſubject to the 
power of a cruel and vindictive nobleman, 
the queen his mother baniſhed from her 
family and the court, with an apparent in- 
ſenſibility, A benumbing torpor appeared 
to have ſtupefied all the nobler faculties of 
his mind; and when he was urged by his 
friends to-exert himſelf in order to regain 
that ſtation to which he was entitled by his 
birth, he left the whole trouble and fa- 
tigue of the undertaking to his father- in- 
law and Burgundy. | 
On the evening previous to the day on 
which the important ſtruggle was to be 
made, the prince was ſeized ſuddenly with 
convulſive pains: in the courſe of a few 
hours his ſenſes entirely forſook him; yet 
the name of Jaquelina hovered inceſſantly 
upon his lips. The extreme agonies he 
endured at length deprived him of the 


powers of ſpeech; and this deprivation 
ſeemed 


11 
ſeemed to inſpire him with a degree of rage 
that was extraordinary in a prince of his 

naturally mild diſpoſition. 
Frequently, on his making an ineffectual 
effort to articulate his wants, his whole 
frame would be convulſed with fury; his 
eyes ſparkled with paſſion, while deep and 
indignant groans were heard to burſt from 
him. 
The whole night was paſſed in a repeti- 
tion of theſe convulſive ſtruggles, till at 
length the diſorder overcame bis. conſti- 
tution, and towards morning, to the grief 
and deſpair of his ſurrounding friends, he 
expired amidſt tortures too ſhocking to 
witneſs or deſcribe. In addition to the af- 
fliction that William felt at the early loſs of 
a ſon, in whom there was a promiſe of 
every amiable quality,. he had every reaſon, 
from the appearance of the body the fol- 
Jowing morning, to ſuſpect that the prince 
had been taken off by that ſlow. poiſon 
. whoſe nature it is to attack the intellects 
before it affects the vital parts. 


As 
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As the mind of Bavaria was ſtrongly 
poſſeſſed with this idea, grief and indigna- 
tion both prompted him to take a ſignal 
vengeance on the cruel author of ſo black 
2 deed; and as he had little doubt that the 


conſtable had been the plotter of this infa- 
mous deſign, from a principle of juſtice, as 
well as revenge, he ſolemnly determined 
chat this nobleman ſhould not long eſcape 
the puniſhment due to his crimes. . 
Burgundy, ftill acting in concert with 
Bavaria, ſent immediate letters to the Eng- 
liſh monarch, announcing the deceaſe of 
the dauphin, and ſtating the ſtrong reaſons 
his friends had to conclude that the prince 
had been carried off by poiſon : he at the 
ſame time demanded, in juſtice to his me- 
mory, a ſupply of men to revenge his 
death, Henry, without heſitation, granted 
the requeſt, and added to the army of the 
two princes a force ſufficient to expel the 
uſurper. 
A plan was now concerted by the dukes. 
of Bavaria and Burgundy to take the capi- 
" 2 
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tal by ſurpriſe, and by that means gain pol. 
ſeſſion of the unhappy Charles. By the 
ſkilful management of their chief general 
this defign was happily accompliſhed : hav- 
ing introduced his men by night into the 
city, he acquired, without much difficulty, 
poſſeſſion of the town, and ſecured the per- 
ſon of the king. 

A dreadful maſſacre, as may be ſuppoſed, 
enſued amongſt the ' partiſans of the con- 
ſtable; nor did that nobleman himſelf any 
longereſcape the vengeance which his crimes 
had fo long called out for. Having ſuffered 
every indignity which rage and hatred 
could ſuggeft, he was murdered in the 

flreet, and his body dragged to the feet 

of William, where it was left with every 
mark of ignominy and diſgrace. 

All the noblemen who adhered to bis 
party experienced, on this occaſion, a ſimi- 
lar fate; and many hours elapſed before the 
vengeance of the army was ſated. At 
length, the tumult having ſubſided, the 
queen, accompanied by the two dukes, en- 

tered 
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tered the city in triumph, and peace was 
once more reſtored, 

To thoſe who have formed a right judg- 
ment of the heart of Jaquelina, it will not 
appear ſurpriſing that the death of a prince, 
whom ſhe had ſo many reaſons to eſteem, 
aflited her with the moſt poignant grief. 
In addition to her ſorrow for his loſs, ſhe 
was wounded by the recollection of the in- 
jury ſhe had done him, in beſtowing her af- 
fections on another. The many eſtimable 
qualities which the prince had poſſeſſed, 
now all preſented themſelves to her mind. 
The unceaſing love he had ſhewn, and the 
generoſity of his conduct towards her when 
ſhe had given him ſuch cauſe for a different 
behaviour, as they recurred to her remem- 


brance, filled her wich the tendereſt emo- 


tions of eſteem, gratitude, and regret. 

To indulge her ſorrow, as well as to 
ſhew reſpect to his memory, ſhe ſecluded 
herſelf, during the firft months of her wi- 
dowhood, from all ſociety excepting that | 
of her neareſt relations. 


Having, 
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Having ſucceeded in taking revenge on 
the murderer of his much-loved ſon-in-law, 
William now bent his thoughts towards 
Hainault, where he ſoon happily arrived. 
With the moſt unfeigned rapture did Jaque- 
lina fly to the arms of her fond indulgent 
father, after ſo long an abſence, and the 
encounter of fo many perils, It was the 
firft ſenfation of pleaſure ſhe had known 
fiace the death of Touraine, though-# was 
embittered, The fad events which had oc- 
curred fiace their ſeparation were too re, | 
cent to be forgotten; and they ſhed at once 
the mingled tears of joy and ſorrow. 

About this time a dreadful and unex- 
pected difaſter befel the houſe of Burgundy. 
Upon the death of John of Touraine, his 
brother Charles ſucceeded to the dignity of 
dauphin. The character of this prince was, 
in every refpect, the reverſe of John: cruel, 
ſelfiſh, and cool in the execution of his de- 
ſigns, he contrived to render his paſſions 
ſubſervient to the dark purpoſes of a mind 

from 
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from which every generous ſentiment was 
baniſhed. 

Though in his heart he eſpouſed the 
caule of the late conſtable, as he had an 
equal diſlike with that nobleman to the 
houſe of Burgundy, yet for ſome time he 
found it prudent to conceal his real fenti- 
ments with a policy rarely to be met with 
in one of his years: he took advantage of 
his youth to excuſe himſelf from the neceſ- 
firy of joining either party; and thus 
continued to preſerve a molt ſtrict neutra- 
lity. 

The alarming advances of the aſpiring. 
Henry were the motives which prevented 
his immediately avowing the inveterate 
hatred which rankled in his breaſt againſt 
the duke of Burgundy, as the aſſiſtance of 
that prince was of eſſential ſervice towards 
repelling the farther encroachment of the 
hoftile invader. 

Burgundy, forgetting, in the love he bore 
his country, the diſlike he entertained: for 
a prince of Charles's character, promiſed to 

furniſh 
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furniſh him with all the ſupplies he could 


muſter, for the purpoſe of ſupporting his 


rights. Ic was then that the dauphin, em- 
bracing him with an appearance of affec- 
tion that altogether beguiled the unſuſpi- 
cious duke, ſwore an unalterable gratitude 
and friendſhip. 

However, when his affairs, through the 
aſſiſtance furniſhed by Burgundy and ſome 
other foreign powers, wore a more promiſ- 
ing aſpect, he forgot his obligations to that 
duke, and, with an ingratitude conſiſtent 


only with his character, refuſed to appear at 


court whilſt Burgundy maintained his for- 
mer ſeat in council; by this meaſure aim- 
ing at once to engroſs the whole of the ad- 
miniſtration, and at the ſame time ridding 
himſelf of a prince whoſe perſon he de- 

teſted, and whoſe influence he dreaded. 
Finding that Burgundy had gained too 
great an aſcendancy over the minds of the 
people for this ſcheme to take effect, he 
pretended to conquer his diſinclination for 
tranſacting buſineſs with him, and deſired 
qo. the 
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the duke to overlook and forget all that had 
paſſed, Notwitkſtanding this outward ſhew 
of reconciliation and good will, the dauphin 
{till harboured in his breaſt the moſt deadly 
malice againſt the duke, and only waited for 
a favourable opportunity of putting his 
black deſigns into execution, As he was 
well convinced the duke, who at this time 
reſided at a {mall town near Paris, main- 
tained a conſiderable force with him, he 
contrived to raiſe, on various pretences, an 
army of twenty thouſand men, and ſur- 
rounded, at ſome diſtance, the place where 
Burgundy had taken up his abode. 
Withour evincing the ſmalleſt intentions 
of hoſtility, he invited that prince to an 
amicable meeting, to be held on the bridge 
belonging to the town, in order that they 
might confer about the moſt efficacious 
mealures to be purſued for making a 
joint campaign againſt their Engliſh ene- 
mies. . | 
The duke of Burgundy, without heſita- 
tion, complied with the - propoſal ; and, 
| taking 
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taking with him only a few neceſſary at. 
tendants, quitted his palace. On the road, 


however, he was accoſted by a ſoldier be- 


longing to the dauphin, to whom he had 
formerly rendered ſome important ſervice, 
The man, on the approach of the duke, 
threw himſelf at his feet, and, with tears in 
his eyes, beſought him to return without 
keeping bis appointment. 

Burgundy, ſurpriſed at this addreſs, 


commanded him to declare the motives 


which prompted him to ſtop his progrels, 
After much heſitation the man acknow- 
ledged, that he had every reaſon to ſuſ- 
pect that the dauphin intended to aſſaſſi- 
nate his highneſs if he repaired to the 
bridge. | 

The duke, brave and unſuſpicieus in his 
diſpoſition, diſdained to give credit to an 


accuſation that was founded upon ſurmiſe. 


He could not be brought to believe that a 
ſcheme ſo treacherous and baſe could ever 
enter into the mind of a prince to whom he 


had rendered ſuch fignal aſſiſtance; and, to 
6 ; ſhew 
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ſhew the entire reliance he had upon his 
honour, without adding one to his retinue 
he proceeded to the meeting, notwithſtand- 
ing the earneſt entreaties of the ſoldier and 
his attendants. 

He had ſhortly, however, reaſon to re. 
pent the confidence he had placed in the dau- 
phin. No ſooner had he reached the place 
appointed, than a large party of armed men 
entered his tent. The truth of the ſoldier's. 
information, and the dauphin's villainy, 
were now but too apparent; and the duke 
perceived in the countenances of thoſe 
around him, that they were to be his exe- 
cutioners. Determined then to ſell his life 
at the deareſt rate, he immediately put 
himſelf at the head of the few attendants 
that accompanied him, and prepared for, 
the unequal attack. ha X 

Notwithſtanding the deſperate valour 
with which that unfortunate prince and his. 
faithful followers for a long time fought, 
ſuperior numbers at length prevailed, and 
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an end was put to the exiſtence of the brave 
and ill-fated Burgundy. | 

He was ſucceeded in his dukedom by his 
ſon Philip, count of Charlalois, who no 
ſooner had heard of the baſe aſſaſſination of 
his father than he became impatient to re- 
venge his death. In order to accompliſh 
his purpoſe, he ſolicited the aid of Henry ; 
promiſing, in return for the aſſiſtance he 
might lend him, to join his party on the 
continent. The Engliſh monarch em- 
braced with ipleaſure the offer of alliance 
with a prince of Burgundy's great power, 
and readily granted the ſupplies he de- 
manded. The young duke, taking ad- 
vantage of one of the lucid intervals of the 
French king, preſented himſelf at court in 
deep mourning, and demanded juſtice on 
the murderer of his father. 

Charles ſummoned the dauphin and his 
accomplices to appear at the marble table; 
and, on their paying no regard to the cita- 
tion, they were convicted, attainted, and 

con- 
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condemned to perpetual exile. The dau- 
phin on this occaſion appealed to God and 
his own ſword againſt the proceedings which 
might be carried on to his prejudice, in the 
name of his father, by the Burgundian fac- 
tion, 
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CHAP. VIII. 


J;ovzxa had not long rcjoiced in 
the return of her beloved parent to Hainault, 
when both ſhe and the whole court were 
alarmed by the viſible change in the duke's 
appearance: his ſtrength daily foi ſook him, 
his ſpirits as well as appetite entircly fled, 
and a heavy languor conſtantly oppreſſed 
him. Soon were the apprehenſions which 
theſe ſymptoms had excited changed into a 
dreadful certainty, as not long after his 
highneſs, having ſat later than uſual in 
council, was ſuddenly taken ill, and ex- 
pired in the arms of one of his attendants, 
who was ſupporting him to his chamber. 
What a heart-rending affliction was this 
for Jaquelina! Inceſſantly did ſhe accuſe 
Heaven of cruelty, in not having terminated 
her exiltence together with that of a parent 
who was fo juſtly dear to her. This laſt 


event 
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event ſcemed to complete her misfortunes ; 
her young heart (for ſhe was yet under age) 
almoſt burſt with its ſorrows'; and the pro- 
ſpect before her brought little conſolation 
to her mind, 

Left as ſhe now was to the entire guar- 
dianſhip and controul of an unfeeling and 
ambitious mother, ſhe ſoon experienced a 
thorough'change in her ſituation : the little 
liberty that was now afforded was ſpent by 
the princeſs in lamenting her irreparable 
lols.. 

Now and then, in the midſt of her ſor- 
rows, a latent hope would preſent itſelf un- 
bidden to her imagination, that the man 
whoſe image had never been totally oblite- 
rated from her memory, would perhaps take 
advantage of her ſituation, and become ſo- 
licitous for that hand which it was now no 
longer a crime to give. - 

As the latter reflection aroſe i in the mind 
of Jaquelina, it diffuſed a delicious ſenſa- 
tion over her boſom, which thoſe only-are 


capable of conceiving who have expert- 
Ms :- enced 


4 
enced what it is to love, and to be difap. 
pointed. 

But the proſpect of being one day happy 
with Glouceſter became clouded as often as 
ſhe reflected on the many years that muſt 
yet elapſe before her minority would expire; 
and, independent of this conſideration, ſhe 
could not venture to indulge the hope that 
the ducheſs would ever give her concur- 
rence to an union that claſhed ſo much 
with her principles, as her prejudices made 
her regard the whole Engliſh nation as ene. 
mies, and as, from the influence of Father 
John, ſhe had never beheld the duke of 
Glouceſter with any cordial affection. 

One ſuppoſition afflicted ſtill more than 
all the reſt : it was, that Glouceſter, young, 
handſome, and engaging, the object of ge- 
neral admiratton, might not preſerve for 
her his regard ti]l the tedious time had 
elapſed when ſhe ſhould have acquired the 
liberty of choice, 

The good Ulrica, who now no longer 
reproved the princeſs's affection for Glou- 

ceſter, 
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ceſter, condemned this promptitude to an- 
ticipate misfortune, tried to inſpire her 
with confidence in the duke's fidelity, and 
endeavoured to cheer her hopes with 
brighter proſpects. She did not however 
chooſe to touch upon the ducheſs's conſent 
as being likely to be obtained, as ſhe well 
knew the inflexible averſion ſhe would have 
for the match. | | 

The princeſs, it ſhould have been men- 
tioned before, had been induced to part 
with Edwy after Glouceſter's departure, 
though it coſt her dear to loſe the com- 
pany of her prattling favourite; yet mo- 
tives of propriety and expediency ſeemed 
to require, that, after what had happened, 
ſhe ſhould no longer keep about her perſon 
one who conſtantly reminded her of the 
prince, and was always rehearſing his praiſe 
and commendation : ſhe had therefore given 
him to a lady of the court, who was then 
about to quit Hainault, and who ſhe knew 
would treat her young friend with the 


greateſt tenderneſs. 
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About this time the lady returned, and, 
a few days after, lady Ulrica ſent one of 
her domeſtics to the princeſs, requeſting 
her company: There is a friend of mine, 
and an old acquaintance of your hizhneſs's,” 
ſaid ſhe to Jaquelina, “who is waiting with 
the moſt anxious impatience to ſee you.” 

* Pray introduce him!“ ſaid the princeſs 
courteouſly : - any friend of my Ulrica's 

will be welcome to me.“ 

Lady Ulrica on this quitted the apart- 
meat, and, in a few minutes after, returned 
with Edwy, who in an inſtant was at the 
feet of Jaquelina. The princels was affected 
even to tears; ſhe raiſed him from the ground 
with much emotion,—** And will you never 
again ſend your Edwy from you, madam?” 
ſaid the boy in a ſupplicating tone: Ah! 
I could wiſh to live and die with you, and 
will promiſe to learn every thing you bid 
me, if you will but let me remain at Hai- 
nault.“ 

The princeſs heſitated; ſhe knew not 


what to ſay ; ſhe caſt a timid look at her 
friend. 
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friend, —** Yes, Edwy!“ cried that lady; 
on thoſe conditions the princeſs will con- 
ſent that you ſhall live with her. — What! 
and for ever, madam ?P—*« Yes, if it is 
your wiſh.” & 

Jaquelina felt a fulneſs at her heart which 
ſhe could not expreſs : ſhe aroſe, and, turn- 
ing herſelf aſide, a tear ſtole down her 
cheeks. 

It will be eafily imagined that the emo- 
tion of the princeſs was occafioned by cer- 
tain aſſociations of ideas which brought 
Edwy's gallant maſter to her mind: one 
thought waked another; and memory, im- 
pertunate and vain, ſupplied the images of 
the paſt in endleſs ſucceſſion. 

Not long after, a report was circulated at 
the court of Hainault, that the duke of 
Glouceſter was much enamoured of the 
charms of the lady Eleanor Cobham. The 
princeſs affected not to liſten or give the 
ſmalleſt credit to this account: but, however 
ſhe might diſregard the report, ſhe was in 
her heart ſeriouſly alarmed by it; and, 
nl Hs when 
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when alone with the lady Ulrica, entreated 
her in the moſt moving terms to eaquire 
into the truth of a rumour which ſhe ac- 
knowledged filled her with the moſt cruel 
fears. | 
The little information which that lady, 
after many enquiries, was enabled to give 
the princeſs, did not tend to letten the diſ- 
treſs of her mind ; for, all the intelligence 
ſhe could procure only corroborated the 
report of the duke's being ſeriouſly in love; 
and Jaquelina was left a prey to a ſtate of 
tormenting ſuſpenſe. 
The emotion the princeſs had unawares 
betrayed on firft bearing the account of 
Glouceſter's attachment to the lady Eleanor, 
did not eſcape the keen and penetrating eye 
of lady Blanch, who at once dived into the 
cauſe of her diſorder. Deſirous, if poſſible, 
of preventing that happineſs to others 
which was denied to herſelf, and dreading 
that the prince would take advantage of 
Jaquelina's diſengaged ſituation, and pro- 
pole himſelf as a candidate for her hand, 
the 
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ſhe communicated to the ducheſs her ſuſpi- 
cions, with -the circumſtances which in- 
duced her to form them, | 

The ducheſs, remembering that the Eng- 
liſh had cauſed the death of ſeveral of her 
neareſt relatives, ſhudderet at the bare idea 
of Buvaria's being governed by a prince of 
that nation. Several were the conſultations 
which ſhe held upon this ſubje& with her 
chief counſellor, Father John. This crafty 
prieſt, readily perceiving, if Jaquelina were 
allowed ro wed Glouceſter, that his power 
and authority would be at an end, was 
therefore altogether averſe to the union. 
To the duchets he pretended that his diſ- 
approbation aroſe from the fears of innova- 
tion in the church and ſtate, which he pre- 
dicted would be the inevnablz conſequence 
if the Engliſh duke ſhould be admitted 


| Into the family of Bavaria, 


The reſult therefore of their conſultations: 
was, that, as ſoon as hier mourning for Tou- 
raine ſhould expire, a proper match fhiuuld 
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be found out, which might at once put an 
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end to the pretenſions of Glouceſter. { 
A few months after the death of William, a 
the young duke of Burgundy, with his i 

| couſin the duke of Brabant, arrived at the 
| court of Hainaujt. The fight of Brabant t 
| ſtruck horror to the ſoul of Jaquelina, as c 
the remembrance uf the alarm he had for- x 
merly occaſioned her was ſtill freſh upon c 


her mind, nor was her averſion at all abated 
by time. | | 
The duchefs, much to the ſurpriſe of the 
princeſs, received the two dukes, her ne- 
phews, as gueſts whom ſhe had expected. 
The proud, diſtant, and unbending manners 
oi Philip prevented Jaquelina from deriv- 
ing any pleaſure from his ſociety ; and ſhe 
could not help obſerving, that, on every 
occaſion, he favoured the cauſe of Brabant. 
This circumſtance alone would have been 
{uffictent to make her behold Burgundy 
with diſlike, had ſhe not penetrated into the 
ſelfiſn motives which actuated him, He 

well 
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well knew that by her union with Brabant, 
ſhould there be no iſſue, the principality 
and duchies belonging to her houſe would 
infallibly deſcend to that of Burgundy. 

The many conferences that were held by 
the ducheſs and this prince were the ſource 
of continual diſquiet to the princeſs, as it 
was not difficult to divine that her future 
deſtination was the ſubje& of them. 

The attentions of Brabant were now be. 
come too particular not to excite the alarms 
of Jaquelina; yet, as he forbore to ſay any 
thing chat could juſtify her raking umbrage, 
ſhe was compelle ] to receive, with a forced 
complaiſance, the ſuit of a man whom ſhe 
equtiily feared and hated. From the mo- 
ment ſhe beheld the duke of Burgundy ac- 
companie:! by Brabant, her apprehenſive 
mind had portended much future uneaſ- 
neſs, as ſhe was well convinced the ſole ob- 
ject of their viſit was to renew the propoſals 
of the latter. She foreſaw a ſcene of per- 
petual perſecution z, and, as ſhe had no fond 

parent 


( 258 } 

parent now to reſcue her from oppreſſion, 
ſhe became alarmed for the conſequences, 

In deſpair we have often recourſe to the 
moſt unaccountable expedients : inſpired 
with a ſudden hope of intereſting Father 
John in her favour, provided ſhe: would 
flatter his pride by requeſting his influence 
with the ducheſs, ſhe ſent for him to her 
apartment, Having communicated to him 
her ſuſpicions, that Brabant intended to 
renew his offers, ſhe, without any reſerve, 
declared her unalterable determination ne- 
ver to give him her hand; a determination 
which ſprung from her fixed and rooted 
hatred to his perſon: at the ſame time ſhe 
beſought the Father, as he knew her final 
reſolve, to ſave her the diſagreeable taſk. of 
repeating, her refuſal to the duke, and to in- 
form the ducheſs of her abhorrence of the 
match. 

Father John heard her Ades betraying 
the ſmalleſt emotion“ Your highnefs,” 


ſaid he, , avoiding any acknow- 
ledgment 
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jedgment that her fuſpicions were well 
founded, © no doubt has ſuſficient reafons 
for this repugnance to a union that would 
ſo greatly benefit the intereſts of your 
bouſc?“ — “ My father,” replied the prin- 
cels, * allowed me a privilege, of which I 
would not with ro be now deprived.” — 
« True, madam ; but that tender youth, 
which 15 apt to take up ridiculous prejus 
dices, moved him to grant you this indul- 
gence: at preſent, you have not this plea 
to urge in your excuſe.” —* Perhaps not,“ 
returned Jaquelina ; “but yet thoſe preju- 
dices, as you ſtyle them, ſtill remain with 
equal force. Are they not increaſed, 
madam ?” cried the Father, regarding the 
countenance of the princeſs with the moſt 
inquifitive eyes, who, unable to bear the 
ſcrutiny, retreated to the window, and re- 
mained ſilent “ Surely,” continued he 
as if ſurpriſed at her emotion, ſo ſoon, 
ſo recently after the loſs of your late huſ- 
band, it is not poſſible! You cannot yet 
have 
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have formed a freſh attachment.” —* No, 
fir?” cried the princeſs riſing with dig- 
nity, and provoked at his effrontery, © the 
daughter of William, and the widow of 
Touraine, merits not ſo injurious an im- 
putation.“ —* Pardon, madam, a freedom 
of ſpeech,” returned Father John, ** which 
my zeal for the ſervice of your houſe has 
Hſpired! Happy am I to find, by your 
own. confeſſion, that your affections are not 
biaſſed in favour of any one.“ —“ My con- 
feſſion, Father!“ cried the princeſs impa- 
tiently; I have confetied nothing.“ 
Do I hear right?“ exclaimed he with an 
affected aſtoniſhment ; « did you not this 
moment acknowledge that you had formed 
no attachment ſubſequent to the death of 
Touraine ??—< I did!” returned Jaque- 
liza,—* Surely, if that be the caſe, your 
highneſs cannot blame an inference which 
in juſtice to your fidelity to your late huſ- 

band I could not fail to draw.“ 
This was probing the feelings of Jaque- 
lina 


lin 


ſea 
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ina to the quick: ſhe writhed under the 
ſeverity of the ſtroke, and aroſe from her 
ſeat ſcarcely knowing what ſhe did. 
„ Your affections, then, not being en- 
gaged, continued the crafty prieſt, “ it 
will be impoſſible for me, conſiſtently with 
my regard and my duty for your family, 
to refrain from condemning a prejudice 
which has not reaſon for its foundation.“ — 
« True, fir,” cried the princeſs, unable to 
conceal her vexation, * your. argument is 
juſt : but I take blame on myſelf for trou- 
bling you in this affair,” —* Oh, madam,” 
returned the Father with the moſt pro» 
voking calmneſs, “my advice is always at 
your ſervice; and I need not repeat that it 
is my decided opinion that you ſhould ac- 
cept the offers of Brabant.” —“ 1 thank 
you, Father,” returned the princeſs, ** for 
your good offices; but, in this inſtance, 
you mult excuſe my following my own 
judgment ;' and, without waiting for a 
reply, quitted the apartment. 

Not long after this converſation, the 
ducheſs 
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ducheſs gave orders for the miniſters of 
ſtate, and the ſeveral deputies from the 
different ſtates of Holland, Zealand, and 
Frieſland, to be ſummoned on a day ap- 
pointed. On their being aſſembled in the 
great council-chamber, where ſhe preſided 
as regent, ſhe ſent word for the princeſs to 
attend. 

Jaquelina had never publicly been pre- 
ſented to ſuch an auguſt aſſembly ; yet, 
poſſeſſing that ſtrength of mind, that con- 
ſcious dignity which became her exalted 
ſtation, ſhe appeared before the repreſenta- 
tives of the people ſhe was one day to go- 
vern, with a modeſt confidence that inte- 
reſted every beholder. To the great dil- 
treſs, yet ſcarcely to the ſurpriſe of the 
princeſs, a few moments only after her ar- 
rival, the ducheſs, in the name of the 
people, - proffered for her acceptance the 
duke of Brabant. | 

The ducheſs of Bavaria had artfully con- 
trived this opportunity of propoſing to het 
daughter her favourite nephew; and had 

| flattered 
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tattered herſelf, that the princeſs, intimi- 


dated by the unexpected ſummons to ap- 
pear before ſuch aſſembly, would be in- 
duced to give a kind of compliance, which 
he meant afterwards to conſtrue into a con- 
ſent not to be recalled. 

In forming this opinion of the princeſs, 
however, ſhe had totally miſinterpreted her 
character; as ſhe poſſeſſed a mind not to 
be taken by ſurpriſe, or frightened by ap- 
pearances into meaſures againſt which both 
her heart and her judgment revolted, 

At once ſhe ſaw through the motives 
which had actuated her mother to call this 
meeting, and ſummon her before it; and 
viewing, with a firm and collected air the 
numerous aſſembly, who waited, in reſpect- 
ful ſilence, her reſolve, ſhe thus addreſſed 
them: 

* The daughter of your much- loved 
Wiltam affures her people, that the ſame 
ſentiments of affection glow in her breaſt 
which animated her yet Jamemed fire + - 
hat when that period arrives which ſhall 

inveſt 
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inveſt her with the ſovereign power, ſhe 
will, like him, uſe it but for their happineſs 
and good. To emulate his great ations 
ſhall be her ſtudy, and to tread in his foot- 
ſteps her pride. And oh! thou dear de. 
parted faint!” continued ſhe, lifting up 
with emotion her eyes, ** firengthen, in- 
ſpire me with a portion of that wiſdom and 
goodneſs which ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed 
thee, that thy daughter may not unworthily 
fill the throne!” 

A moment ſhe pauſed : then again ad- 
dreſſing the admiring affembly—* You 
have proffered to her acceptance the duke 
of Brabant, In every event ſhe will con- 
ſult your good ; but on no occaſion will 
ſhe act with more eircumſpection than in 
the choice of him who 1s to ſhare her rule 
as well as her affections. Her youth re- 
quires her not to be precipitate ; but in one 
point is ſhe already determined—Brabant 
never ſhall be the huſband of Jaquelina !” 
As ſhe finiſhed this addreſs, ſhe bent 
her eyes with graceful modeſty to the 

ground, 
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ground, and, not without emotion, awaited 


their approval. 
Shame and reſentment dyed the cheeks of 


the ducheſs when ſhe heard this firm de- 
nial from the lips of the princeſs; yet be- 
fore ſhe could ſufficiently command her 
paſſion to give vent to her indignation, . 
the aſſembly, gratified by the ſight of the 
daughter of their beloved William, and 
charmed at her courteous manners, by loud 
and continued acclamations effectually ſup- 
prefled the angry remonſtrances which the 
ducheſs had prepared; and finding her 
ſchemes thus rendered abortive, ſhe broke 
up the council and departed. 

All the courage with which the princeſs 
had been inſpired before the aſſembly, va- 
niſned at the idea of encountering, unpro- 
tected, the angry violence of her mother: 
ſhe trembled with apprehenſion, as the time 
approached. Rage and diſappointment 
were equally depicted on the countenance 
of the ducheſs, as the princeſs, with timid 

and 
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and downcaft looks, entered into her pre. 
ſence. 

« Hear me, Jaquelina!“ cried her high. 
neſs, raiſing her voice, and ſpeaking with a 
ſtern and determined air—* Till you con. 
ſent to eſpouſe the duke of Brabant, you 
muſt ceaſe to look upon me as your pa- 
rent.“ The princeſs threw herſelf at the 
feet of the duchels—** Oh, my mother!“ 
cried ſhe, can you then fo cruelly re- 
nounce a daughter who, but in one re. 
ſpe&, has no will but yours? Will you, 
can you, ſhut your heart againſt the voice 
of nature, which muſt plead within you 
for your child ? Oh, repeal, I conjure you, 
this cruel ſentence !” 

« I repeat,” ſaid the ducheſs unmoved, 
« my firſt reſolve : Conſent to become the 
wife of Brabant, and theſe arms ſhall in- 
ſtantly be open to receive you as a daughter 
worthy of their embrace !” 

Oh! never, never can I conſent to 1 


condition ſo abhorred !” cried the princels; 
and 
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«and yet for this muſt I then live a ſtran- 
ger to, the only parent that is left me! 
Alas,” continued ſhe glowing with indig- 
nation, „it is to Philip, it is to my couſin 
Burgundy, I owe this renunciation : but 
for his interference, Brabant would no more 
have renewed his ſuit 1” 

« Yes,” cried the ducheſs, “your cou- 
fn is willing to preſerve you and your 
country from that deſtruction into which 
you would plunge it, by the indulgence of 
a blind and ſhameful paſſion !“ 

„Say rather, madam,” exclaimed the 
princeſs, wounded to the ſoul at this cut- 
ting reflection, “ that Philip ſees the ad- 
vantages of my union with his couſin, and 
would make me the ſacrifice to his ſelfiſh 
views.” 

And is it for you, degenerate girl!” re- 
turned the ducheſs in a voice trembling 
with rage “ Is it for ſuch as you to pre- 
ſume to caſt reflections on the head of our 
noble houſe ?—Begone, and quit my pre- 
lence !” 


cc Oh! 
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ce Oh! do not bid me leave you, ma. 
dam,” cried the princeſs, claſping her 
hands in an agony of grief, ** till you have 
repealed your cruel prohibition ! and then 
never ſhall theſe lips be opened again to 
diſpleaſe you—Alas ! had my couſin fore. 
ſcen the unhappineſs he has cauſed, he ne- 
ver would have had the barbarity to ſuggeſt 
the meaſure,” 
At this moment Burgundy entered the 
room; and the princeſs, deſpairing to 
ſoften her mother, and highly incenſed 
againſt her couſin, aroſe from the ſuppli- 
cating poſture into which ſhe had thrown 
herſelf, and, without deigning to caſt a 
look-upon the duke, quitted the room. 
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CHAP. IX. 


Every ſeverity was now inflicted on 
Jaquelina by the duchels, to induce her 
to change her reſolution : her ſituation be- 
came inſupportable, and exiſtence a bur- 
then, Renounced by her only parent, 
ſhut up from all ſociety but that of her do- 
meſtics, her motions watched with the 
moſt jealous vigilance, ſhe found herſelf 
cloſe priſoner in a country which in a few 
years the was deſtined to govern with de- 
ſpotic ſway. | 

Keenly as ſhe felt the cruelty of this in- 
human treatment, vet the pain it gave her 
was trifling in the compariſon of that which 
oppreſſed her ſoul at the thought of being 
forgotten by Glouceſter, , 

This reflection brought with it intolerable 
anguiſh, and, to baniſh it from her mind, 
me had recourle to every expedient her 
VOL, 1, 9 imagi— 
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imagination could ſuggeſt : but all her ef. 
forts were in vain; the painful idea ſtill 
found its way back, to murder her repoſe. 
In hopes that the compariſon might turn 
out in her favour, ſhe would daily queſtion 
Edwy the moſt minute particulars reſpect. 
ing the lady Eleanor: but this was by no 
means the ſource of comfort, as the boy 
could not deny that Eleanor was poſſeſſed 
of diſtinguiſhed charms, and that Glou- 
ceſter himſelf had formerly felt their in- 
fluence. 

To render her fituation ſtill more irk- 
ſome, her conſcientious confeſſor tormented 
her with. daily lectures, and was particu- 
larly fluent on her undutiful conduct to- 
wards ſo kind a mother. 

Jaquelina bore, with a ſcarcely to be ſup- 
preſſed indignation, his tedious exhorta- 


tions and unmannerly reproaches; yet the 
reſpect which ſhe owed his ſacred function, 


and the veneration which his age inſpired, 
prevented her from expreſſing the diſguſt 
which this conduct towards her excited. 


She 
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She ſatisfied herſelf with turning a deaf 
ear to his remonſtrances, and employing 
her thoughts on the very ſubject againſt 
which he was inveighing with the utmoſt 
rehemence. | 

Whatever firmneſs the princeſs ſhewed 9 
in her reſolve, the dukes of Brabant and | 
Burgundy, from different motives, were 
too much intereſted to abandon the hope 
of obtaining the rich prize which they ſo 
ardently coveted. 

Whilſt ambition alone actuated Bur- 
gundy in his perſuaſions to the ducheſs to 
adopt every method that might induce the 
princeſs to eſpouſe his couſin, Brabant, 
from motives even leſs worthy, perſevered 
in the ſame deſign. Paſſion and revenge 
alternately ſwayed his breaſt. 

From the moment that Jaquelina had 
firſt refuſed ro marry him, his boſom was 
poſſeſſed with a thirſt for vengeance ;z and 
as that was a paſſion which was never felt 
by the duke without being gratified, the 
princeſs, had it not been for the death of * 

1 2 his 


N 
| 
| 
| 


( 172 ) 
His father, which took place immediately 
on his leaving Hainault, would long be- 


fore have ſuffered his perſecutions. 
The lady Blanch had, by various arti. 


fices, conſiderably inflamed his paſſion for 


Jaquelina, and his jealouſy of the duke of 


:Glouceſter. He now therefore ſaw that, by 


compelling her to accept him, he ſhould 


.effe& a double purpoſe—he would at once 
.accompliſh his love and his revenge. 


A ſcheme of the moſt deliberate and 
artful nature was now put in practice, the 


better to bring about the ſucceſs of his de- 


figns upon the princeſs. As it was a ma- 
terial point to gain the good opinion of 


the Bavarians, he aſſumed an appearance 


of liberality, and a courteous demeanour, 
10 which he had little pretenſions in rea- 
lity. A perfect maſter of diſſimulation, 
he had even conquered his feelings at the 
moment of the princeſs's public refuſal of 
him. At a moment when revenge get- 
ing the better of his love he could with 


joy have ſtabbed her to the heart, and heard 
her 
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her expiring groans with a ſavage pleaſure, 
he was able to ſtifle his fury, and affected 
to bear his diſappointment with a melan- 
choly-and dejection that greatly won upon 
the minds of the people. 

Yet, notwithſtanding he outwardly ap- 
peared to have abandoned the deſign of 
ever gaining the hand of the princeſs, he 
privately employed ſeveral of his creatures 
to circulate reports that they were ſecretly 
contracted to each other; and even thoſe 
tat belonged to the court, from the conti- 
nued length of his ſtay, were inclined to 
give credit to the rumour. 3 
| The ducheſs, too, helped to confirm the 
tale, by affecting to receive it with implicit 
confidence. She ſeemed to feel a pleaſure 
in the propagation of this idle report, hop- 
ing perhaps that the general diffuſion of | 
it might have ſome influence even on the 
mind of Jaquelina. One advantage at leaſt 
ſhe was ſure to gain from it—that of keep- 
ing at a diſtance all who might be inclined 
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to become competitors with Brabant for 
the hand of the princeſs. 

One day as Jaquelina was taking her 
uſual walk around the gardens of the pa- 
Jace, the duke, who had purpoſely waited 
for her coming, advanced to meet her. 

At the ſight of a man whom ſhe had ſuch 
reaſon to avoid, ſhe turned reſentfully 
away.—** Wherefore do you thus ſhun me, 
lovelieſt of women ?” exclaimed the duke 
affecting a diſconſolate and dejected air: 
«© Why ſhould that ardent paſſion with which 
you have inſpired my boſom, render me 
odious in your eyes? Term it, more 
juſtly, cruelty, my lord, than love!” ex- 
claimed the princeſs indignantly : * If you 
really felt the paſſion you pretend to feel, 
you would have withdrawn a ſuit which is 
the ſource of ceaſeleſs perſecution.“ 

« Can you be ſo inhuman to demand 
this ſacrifice from a man who exiſts but in 
your preſence ??—*© From you, fir,” re- 
plied the princeſs, her eyes ſparkling with 


14 reſent- 


or 
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reſentment, ©* I expect not a conduct that 
is generous.“— “ Alas,“ reſumed Brabant, 
«jt is the endearing hope that time may 
effect ſome change in your ſentiments to- 
wards me, that chains me here !” 

Jaquelina pauſed a moment; then view- 
ing the duke with ſome emotion—** If I 
thought,” ſaid ſhe heſitatingly, © that you 
poſſeſſed the ſmalleſt ſhare of generoſity, I 
would at once, by a confeſſion, however 
painful, put it to the trial.“ Speak, ma- 
dam! afford me but the opportunity, and 
I will prove how dear to me is your re- 
poſe.“ 

«© When I tell you then,“ faid the prin- 
ceſs bluſhing and looking down, * that 
my affections are not in my own power to 
beſtow, will you have the baſeneſs to per- 
fiſt in a purſuit which muſt be the cauſe of 
pain to me, and cannot benefit yourſelf ?” 
* Alas!” exclaimed the prince with a 
diſtracted air, ** *rtis then as I thought: 
Long, long have I expected this overthrow. 


to my fond hopes. Yes,, madam, you 
I 4 ſhall 
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ſhall ſee that Brabant is not deſtitute of ge- 
neroſity: painful as will be the ſacrifice, 
yet to your peace it ſhall be made. A 
few ſhort hours only will I remain in a 
country whoſe charms are vaniſhed, fince 
J have loft all hopes of poſſeſſing Jaque- 
lina. Let, ere I quit you, I will do ano- 
ther act of juſtice: I will entreat the 
ducheſs your mother to put an end to thoſe 
cruel reſtrictions which I now bluſh to think 
have been cauſed by her partiality to me. 
Alas | what reaſon you have to diſlike Bra» 
bant ?® 

Jaquelina raiſed her thankful eyes to the 
duke, and, for the firſt time, regarded him 
complacently. To all appearance he was 
greatly agitated with his feelings. 

« This then is to be our laſt interview?“ 
taking her paſſive hand.“ It were ſurely. 
better for both of us, my lord!“ cried the 
princeſs, trembling leſt his reſolution ſhould 
waver.—“ I feel you are right, madam !” 
returned the duke, deeply ſighing: * And 


may I hope,” continued he, „ that I ſhall 
N 
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be remembered in abſence without deteſta- 


tion? I ſhould be loſt to all feeling, 
indeed,” replied Jaquelina with warmth, 


« were 1 not, after his preſent conduct, to 
remember the duke of Brabant with gra- : 


titude and eſteem.“ 


The duke reſpectfully raiſed her hand 


to his lips: —“ If circumſtances ſhould 
change,” cried he, © your preſent favour- 


able ſentiments for another—if Brabant 
ſhould ceaſe to become odious in your eyes 


may I not indulge the hope, that no falſe 
delicacy will prevent you from recalling a 
man who would fly with rapture from the 
remoteſt corner of the earth to * the 
delightful ſummons?“ 

« ] entreat your highneſs not to urge me 
on this ſubject; yot, if it will afford you 
ſatisfaction, I readily promiſe, ſhould this 
heart ever experience a change of ſenti- 
ments towards you, no fcruples of the kind 
you apprehend ſhall deter me from avowing 


it,” —& It is enough, madam!“ replied the 
I 5 duke 
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duke fighing. “ Alas! I dare not aſk 


for farther conceſſions.” 


| This faid, he quitted her with a degree t 
of diſtraction that gave evident proof of 
the greatneſs of the ſacrifice he had juſt 
made. Fo 
The princeſs remained for ſome time 
overcome with ſurpriſe. She could ſcarcely t 
truſt her ſenſes in regard to what had paſſed, t 
Could this be the once ſelfiſh Brabant? . 
Could Brabant become capable of a con- c 
duct ſo noble and magnanimous ?” 


A ſentiment of efteem for the duke now 
For the firſt time entered her boſom ; and 
with a light elaſtic ſtep, and a heart beating 
with tumultuous pleaſure, ſhe returned to 
her chamber, where, throwing herſelf upon 
her knees, ſhe poured forth the grateful 
effuſions of her ſoul in acknowledgment 
to Heaven for this unlooked-for deliver- 
ance. ' oh 

Conformable to his promiſe, Brabant ſet 
off that day from the court of Hainault. | 

55 | Bur- 
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Burgundy, who had with mingled in- 
dignation and ſurpriſe beheld the depar- 
ture of the duke, was not able to reſtrain 
his reſentment. Without any previous 
notice, he repaired to the apartment of the 
princeſs. 

« come, madam,” cried he, “ from 
taking leave of a prince whom we may 
thank your caprice for having driven away.” 
—*T am obliged to your highneſs for your 
civility !” returned Jaquelina, colouring.— 
« Yes, madam, a blind infatuation has 
made you reject an alliance which would 
have conferred equal honour and advantage 
on your houſe, Soon, perhaps, you will 
have cauſe to rue this blindneſs to your in- 
tereſt,” “ Never, my lord, never!“ re- 
peated the princeſs warmly ; ,** never ſhall 
I, from the conſideration. of any intereſted 
views, repent the refuſal of an offer at 
which my ſoul revolted.” —** No?” ſaid 
the duke acrimoniouſly : ©* You confider 
not what is due to your country and your- 
ſelf ! Both would you ſacrifice to the in- 
| — dulgence 
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dulgence of a paſſion whoſe object has per- 
haps ſhed the blood of your neareſt rela. 
tives. What miſchieſs do I not foreſee 
from an union ſo unnatural ''—* Hold, 
my lord!“ cried the princeſs indignantly; 
« you aſſume a right to which you have no 
title—To arraign my conduct is not the 
privilege of Burgundy ; nor ſhall I ſtoop 
to anſwer charges which you are not au— 
thoriſed to bring againit me.” Having 
ſaid theſe words with an air of offended 
- majeſty, ſhe was quitting the room, when 
Burgundy, placing himſelf in a fituation 
ſo as to prevent her—< Stay, madam,” 
cried he, ** and liſten to the advice of a 
man who now perhaps gives it for the laſt 
time: To-morrow I ſhall quit your court! 
Reflect, ere it is too late, on what I ſay.” 


CHAP, 


mat he had forbidden him his preſence. 
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Mocn to the ſurpriſe of the /princefs, 
many of the ſevere reſtrictions which ſhe 
for ſome time ſuffered were now taken off, 


and ſhe was permitted once more to enjoy 


the ſociety of her mother, who, however 
coldly, ſtill received the lively expreſſions 
of gratitude which the warm heart of Jaque- 
lina poured forth for this indulgence. 

A few weeks only had elapſed from the 
departure of Burgundy and Brabant, when 
the duke of Frieſland, a powerful and tur- 
bulent prince, excited, by his proceedings, 
the alarms of the court of Hainault. 

This prince was nearly allied to the 
houſe of Bavaria; but, from the oppreſ- 
ſive cruelty of his character, and the 


haughty arrogance of his manners, had ren- 


dered himſelf ſo obnoxious to William, 


Deeply 


a 


Deeply as he reſented this affront, he 
had not dared, during the life of the duke, 
who was univerſally beloved by his ſub- 
jects, to think of revenge; but, now that 
William was no more, he was prompted 
equally 'by reſentment to make his power 
felt. | 

Brabant well knew the concealed hatred 
which lurked in the mind of the duke of 
Frieſland; and, to evince it, he only 
waited for an opportunity that ſavoured of 
actual injuſtice. 

From infancy theſe princes had been 
competitors in the path of fame. Both 
were emulous of military glory; and, in 


their youthful enterpriſes, what the raſh 


impetuoſity of Frieſland failed to accom- 
pliſh, the fuperior cunning and artifice of 
Brabant was ſure to effect. 

This created in the mind of the former 
a jealous hatred of Brabant; for although 
he affected to hold in contempt a quality of 
ſo oppoſite a nature to his own vehemence 
and temerity, yet he could not but envy 

the 
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the ſucceſs which attended the i n of 
his rival. 

The animoſity which rankled in his bo- 
ſom frequently vented itſelf in angry in- 
vectives againſt the duke, who at length 
on his part was inſpired with an equal de- 
oree of averſion for the haughty and im- 
placable Frieſland; and both, in a ſhort 
time, were ſworn foes to each other. 

It has been before obſerved, that Bra- 
bant ſpared no pains to circulate a report, 
that he was in private accepted by the 
princeſs Jaquelina; and had even employed 
emifſacies for the better propagation of the 
fiction throughout different parts of the 
country, 

No ſooner had the rumour reached ths 
ears of the duke of Frieſland, than, furi- 
ous with indignation, he ſummoned an 
aſſembly of the people, and demanded 
their aſſiſtance to prevent the manifeſt in- 
juſtice of ſuch a proceeding; as the ine- 
vitable conſequence would be, to take 
away the rights of ſucceſſion from the fa- 
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mily of Bavaria, and veſt them in that of 
Burgundy. 

The. chief magiſtrates of the provinces of 
Zealand. and Frieſland had long beheld 
with an eye of jealouſy the increaſing influ. 
ence of the houſe of Burgundy :—they 
readily therefore eſpouſed the cauſe of the 
duke, and propoſed to him to ſtand forth 
as a candidate for the hand of the princeſs; 
and in caſe of a refuſal, declared themſelves 
ready to lend their aid to ſuppart by arms 
his prior claim. 

Frieſland, ſatisfied with having obtained 
this promiſe, diſpatched an ambaſſador to 
the court of Hainault, to demand in mar- 
riage the princeſs Jaquelina. Without 
even calling a council to debate on the pro- 
poſal, the duchels gave a flat refuſal, al- 
leging that the princeſs was already en- 
gaged to her nephew the duke of Brabant, 

This treatment of his embaſſy ſo enraged 
the fiery duke, that, collecting on the in- 
ſtant a conſiderable force, he commenced 


hoſtilities againſt the houſe of Bavaria, and 
a civil 
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t of a civil war ſoon ſpread its horrors and de- 
vaſtation throughout the provinces, 


5s of | Succeſs, even beyond what his moſt ſan- 
eld guine hopes had preſaged, every where at- 
flu. tended the duke, Numberleſs were the 
hey towns that ſurrendered to his victorious 
the arms, and he had already begun the inva- 
th fon of Holland. A general panic feized 
ls; the minds of -the people ; the conqueror 
ves appeared irreſiſtible, and excited the cruel» 
rms eſt apprehenſions in every breaſt, - 

The old men hung their heads in ſilence; 
ned the anxious mothers were ſeen bathed in 
* tears, and regarding with fond ſolicitude 
A their helpleſs offspring, who, clinging 
82 around them, innocently enquired the cauſe 
ro. of their grief. The public ſtreets were all 
* deſerted, No longer was the hum of buſy 
en- commerce heard to echo through them: 
at. the diſmal clank of arms, as the tired fol- 
6. dier was relieved from bis ſtation on the 


walls, alone broke in upon the mournful. 
ſilence. No more with blithſome ſtep, and 
guickening his pace as his little cot appeared 


6 


in view, did the laborious huſbandman re- 
turn to greet his expecting family; but, 
fad deſponding as © he homeward bends 
his weary way,” ſcarcely has he fortitude 
to encounter thoſe who once had formed 
his greateſt happineſs. At a diſtance he 
perceives his little ones haſtening to meet 
their fire; He views them with an anxious 
ſigh. No more does his heart palpitate 
with joy as they approach. Tears burſt in 
torrents from his eyes, as he beholds them 
gathering around him with impatient for- 
wardneſs, and as he ſtoops to receive their 
infantine endearments. The ground which 
would have been his children's patrimony, 
he ſees wreſted from them. by the cruel 
hands of lawleſs ruffians; their innocent 
lives, perhaps, ſacrificed to gratify an un- 
relenting rage; their mother, too !—but 
here his agonizing heart can.no longer ſup- 
port the picture which his fancy paints — He 
finks! till, rouſed by the idea that, he yet 
may ſave her from that violence he dreads, 


he ruſhes on that foe, to ſave her, or to die. 


ſo 


1 
—His cottage, that was wont to be the ſent 
of innocence and peace, now exhibits a 


ſcene of warlike preparation. His plough- 
ſhare is converted into a ſword ; his peace- 
ful garments changed for accoutrements of 
war; and the ſmiles that beamed upon his 
brow, are now exchanged for hoſtile frowns, 

The princeſs could not behold her do- 
minions a prey to the moſt dreadful of all 
calamities, civil war, without undergoing 
the keeneſt anguiſh. The miſeries it brought 
on her unhappy ſubjects penetrated her very 
ſoul. Their downcaſt looks, and filent for - 
row, ſpoke more home to her feelings, than 
the moſt elaborate deſcription. could have 
done, 

Heavily paſſed on the tedious days at the 
palace. The ducheſs, abſorbed in con- 
ſulting for the ſafety of the ſtate, preſerved 
a deep and gloomy ſilence ; whilſt Father 
John, at each unfortunate turn. of affairs, 
never failed to glance keen and bitter re- 
flections at the diſobedience of Jaquelina, 


in which he was encouraged by the ducheſs, 
who, 
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who, though ſhe would not deign to te- 


proach by words, fixed a keen and indig. 


nant ſcowl upon the princeſs, which ſuffi. 


ciently expreſſed the diſpleaſure with which 


ſhe regarded her. 

Day after day meſſengers arrived at 
Hainault with the alarming accounts of the 
farther ſucceſſes of the duke of Frieſland, 
The princeſs, unable to bear theſe accumu- 
laced diſtreſſes, would fly for conſolation to 
the arms of her reſpected friend, the lady 
Ulrica — . Oh my friend! my revered 
inſtructreſs l“ ſhe would cry, ** whither can 


T turn and ſhelter me from ſorrow ?' Vhi- 


ther now are fled thoſe gay, thoſe flattering 
dreams, which lately whiſpered ſuch de- 


Fight to the ſoul of Jaquelina—hopes which. 


my kindeſt friend forbade me not to en- 


courage 375 
„ Alas, my child,” n Ulrica, 


d how vain and futile are the ſchemes. 


which man chalks out! We paint things 
at a diſtance as our wiſhes would have them 
be; but to realize thoſe flattering projects 
p 41 * 15 
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js often denied by that Providence whofe 
ways are paſt finding out, That hope 
which my affection had fondly cheriſhed 
of ſeeing you happily united to Glouceſter, 
is now vaniſhed into air. Though you are 
at liberty, he comes not. He ſees you en- 
vironed with danger, yet flies not to your 
ſuccour. Baniſh him then henceforward 
from your thoughts! he is unworthy of 
your regard.” 

The princeſs at this advice covered her 
face with both her hands, and her convul- 
five ſighs ſpoke how greatly ſhe was af= 
fected: then, lifting up her expreſſive eyes 
overflowing with tears, ſhe ſeemed tacitly 
to reproach her friend with cruelty. 

« I ſee how much I wound you, my be- 
loved Jaquelina !”” continued Ulrica with 
concern at her diſtreſs; © but theſe are 
truths of which friendſhip forces me to re- 
mind you. Would to God that a tatal ne- 
cellity did not compel me to wring your 
heart with the repetition !” 


« Wretched, wretched Jaquelina!“ ex- 
claimed 
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claimed the princeſs; © whither ſhall ] 
now fly for conſolation, ſince my friend re. 
fuſes to ſooth my ſorrows ?—Ob, you have 
pierced me to the very ſoul !—Yes, your 
words have had their full effect; they will 
drive me to deſpair.” 

«© Deſpair! and is this the language of 
Bavaria's davghter—of the heireſs of his 
vaſt domains?” cried lady Ulrica with a 
reproachful aſpet—* Is it at a time like 
this that ſhe ſuffers thoſe ſtrong powers 
with which Heaven has endued her to lie 
dormant, and becomes forgetful of the 
duties which ſhe owes her ſuffering coun- 
try?“ | 

The princeſs ſtarted ; a glow of patrio- 
tiſm fired her countenance : but Ulrica ap- 
peared to heed it not, and continued— 
« To ink at this eventful moment into im- 
becility and weakneſs, when your country, 
invaded by her princes, ſheds, whether de- 
feated or ſucceſsful, the blood of her own 
ſons, is indeed diſgraceful ! What a glo- 


rious example for ſovereigns did that great 


emperor 


5 

emperor of the Romans, Marcus Aurelius, 
diſplay, when, in preſenting his ſword to 
the commander of his prætorian guard, 
Take this ſword,” cried he, and defend 
me with it fo long as I ſhall faithfully diſ- 
charge my duty; but remember to employ 
it againſt my life when I forget that my 
duty is to make the Romans happy.'— 
How enviable were the people who lived 
under ſuch a monarch ! But thou, Bavaria, 
unhappy country, how miſerable are thy 
proſpects, to be governed by a princels, 
who, at ſuch an eventful criſis, ſhrinks 
from the important taſk by birth aſſigned 
her, and, loſt in the infatuation of a hope- 
lels paſſion, is become inſenſible to thy ſuf- 
ferings!“ 

Never,“ cried the princeſs with en- 
ergy, never ſhall any ſelfiſh conſideration 
render me callous to the miſeries of my 
people, or neglectful of a truſt ſo dear—ſo 
lacred to the heart of Jaquelina! No: 
when once I find that paſſion you now con- 
demn in oppoſition to the duty I owe my 

country, 


„ 
claimed the princeſs; „ whither ſhall I 
now fly for conſolation, ſince my fiiend re- 
fuſes to ſooth my ſorrows ?—Ob, you have 
pierced me to the very foul !—Yes, your 
words have had their full effect; they will 
drive me to deſpair.” 

« Deſpair! and is this the language of 
Bavaria's davghter—of the heireſs of his 
vaſt domains?“ cried lady Ulrica with a 
reproachful aſpect “ Is it at a time like 
this that ſhe ſuffers thoſe ſtrong powers 
with which Heaven has endued her to lie 
dormant, and becomes forgetful of the 
duties which ſhe owes her ſuffering coun- 
try! oF 
The princeſs ſtarted ; a glow of patrio- 
tiſm fired her countenance : but Ulrica ap- 
peared to heed it not, and continued— 
« To link at this eventful moment into im- 
becility and weakneſs, when your country, 
invaded by her princes, ſheds, whether de- 
feated or ſucceſsful, the blood of her own 
ſons, is indeed diſgraceful ! What a glo- 
rious example for ſovereigns did that great 

emperor 
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emperor of the Romans, Marcus Aurelius, 
diſplay, when, in preſenting his ſword to 
the commander of his pretorian guard, 
Take this ſword,” cried he, and defend 
me with it ſo long as I ſhall faithfully diſ- 
charge my duty; but remember to employ 
it againſt my life when I forget that my 
duty is to make the Romans happy.'— 
How enviable were the people who lived 
under ſuch a monarch ! But thou, Bavaria, 
unhappy country, how miſerable are thy 
proſpects, to be governed by a princels, 
who, at ſuch an eventful criſis, ſhrinks 
from the important taſk by birth aſſigned 
her, and, loſt in the infatuation of a hope- 
leſs paſſion, is become inſenſible to thy ſuf- 
terings !”? 

Never,“ cried the princeſs with en- 
ergy, never ſhall any ſelfiſh conſideration 
render me callous to the miſeries of my 
people, or neglectful of a truſt ſo dear—ſo 
ſacred to the heart of Jaquelina! No: 
when once I find that paſſion you now con- 
demn in oppoſition to the duty I owe my 

country, 


a, WI 
country, it ſhall be extinguiſhed in this 
heart, although my peace of mind be made 


the ſacrifice !” 

Thank Heaven!“ cried lady Ulrica, 
embracing the princeſs: ** Forgive, my 
love, this trial of your heart! Well did 1 
know the magnanimous foul of my Jaque- 
lina would proudly triumph in thoſe trials, 
under which more ſordid minds would fink; 
I was well aware that to her duty every 
conſideration of felf would give way.” 

When the heroiſm of the moment was 
over, Jaquelina felt the greatneſs of the 
ſacrifice ſhe had engaged herſelf to make, 
& Alas!” cried ſhe with a deep and heart- 
'rending - ſigh, © how more enviable in 
compariſon is the lot of the ſubject than 
the ſovereign—of thoſe whoſe humble ſtate 
exempts them from the neceſſity of ſacri- 
ficing their deareſt affections to the public 
weal!“ 

« Believe me,” returned lady Ulrica, 


&« the portion of happineſs allotted to mor- 


| tals is impartially diſtributed ; and we do 
injuſtice 


6 030 

injulice to heaven in this poſitive proof. If 
the peaſant's lowly ſtation excites your envy, 
becauſe he enjoys unmoleſted that. felicity 
which his bounded deſires have centred 
in his cot and family; conſider, on the other 
band, how paltry are his pleaſures, which 
ariſe but from the immediate gratification 
of ſenſe, compared with thoſe refined, 
thoſe exalted joys, which await the mo- 
narch ! 

« What can be put in competition with 
the delightful taſk of rendering thouſands 
bappy ? In a taſk ſo god-like, the ſovereign 
feels himſelf the delegate of heaven: an 
emration of the divinity, as it were, in- 
ſpires him, while with liberal hand he be- 
ſtows around thoſe gifts with which it has 
enriched him, He is hailed by the ſacred 
title of Father of his Country ! 

«© Can (elfiſh ſorrow reach his breaſt, as 
he perceives, at his approach, each face il- 
lumined with a ſmile—as he ſees the full 
heart ready to overflow with love and gra- 
Fol „ K titude, 
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titude, and kept ſilent only by reſpe, 
Even to his couch their bleſſings follow 


him, and every ſelfiſh care is baniſhed by 
the mild delicious calm they have infuſed 


. throughout his heart.” 
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CHAP. XI. 


A FEW days after this converſation, as 
the princeſs, | abſorbed in melancholy re- 
flections, was ſeated at a window which 
commanded a view of the principal ſtreets, 
her attention was attracted by an extraor- 
dinary circumſtance : a proceſſion of the 


chief inhabitants of the city, followed by 


multitudes of women and children, moved 
with low and ſolemn ſtep towards the 
palace. They ſoon arrived at the gates, 
and eſſayed to enter, but were n by 
the guards. 163 | 
They now looked up and kaſd the 
princeſs : by ſigns the moſt affecting, they 
ſeemed to entreat her interference. The 


princeſs gave orders- for their admittance, 


and, as they entered the court, ſhe threw 
open the caſement. Their leader, a re- 
verend old man, of a majeſtic appearance, 

K 2 attracted 
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attracted her regard. A few white hair, 

thinly ſcattered over his manly front, gave 

additional effect to a countenance whoſe 

wonted fires the preſfure of misfortune, a 
much as age, ſeemed to have ſoftened, 

The inrnmYpof years, without depriving 
him of his native dignity,” hat bowed bis 

body; whilſt a noble freedom, the reſult of 
conſcious worth, gave to the fimple flow of 
nervous koguegee ieh fell from his lips, 
a weight that carried conviction with it to 
the heart. Having made a low obeiſance 
to the princeſs: : * Fear us, O daughter 

of William!“ he began with an emphatic 
«geſture :* © Hearken to the voice of thy 
people, whoſe ſufferings compel them to 
obtrude upon thy preſence ; grant thar our 

*peritions may be favourably received. Be. 

hold there,” cried he mournfully, pointing 
-to'a band cf vetefans who accompanied 
him, behold thoſe who have cheerfully 
devoted their youth to the ſervice of thy 
-Hobſe-! Age Having unnerved their arms, 
18 gave their ſons: to TO your battles: 
they 
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they have paid the debt they. owed{theu?? | 
country. Alas! we are no longer fathers.” 
As he uttered this, his voice: faltered; 
but, checking an embtion he:tanid-thec en- 
tirely luppreſs, he! recovered himſelf and 
proceeded. We have how. na more 'tot. 
offer you: already does the conqueror ap- 
proach our gates; the defencelefs:city muſt 
vel wirhaut reſiſtance at isl nm 
Hur women; the wives of thoſe btqve y ouths) 
10 led in your cauſe, dull becdme prey 
to the brutal violence ot the ſoldien- heir 
chilelren probably muideredoin thb 
it is -1yphvhgzcall/bpont yoũ ioc; bun- 
tebtion. düutpndt yeud ears dgain@y tien 
cries. \' Caſt youn eyes amontzit the figight 
bouring princesʒ many there are who would 
be proud to wed our ſovereign: ſelact from 


mqagſt them one whole talanten asl well as 


power, mgyilgive us ſafety; and thus, by 
your election; end Gur ſufferings . 
He ceaſed; and, gracefully retiring = 
few paces, he again preceded his little band, 

and quitted the court. The princeſs was 
K 3 ſtrongly 
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ſtrongly agitated. In deep and filent an, 
guiſh-ſhe turned her eyes upon her friend, 
who ſaw and pitied her diſtreſs ; yet, will. 
ing to leave her to the workings of her 
heart, forbore to make any remark on what 
had happened. Alas !“ cried the prin- 
cefs, ſtarting at length from the deep re- 
verie in which ſhe had been plunged, 
« what can I do for my unhappy country? 
O my people, how is it I can ſave you ?” 
Lady Ulrica ſtill continued filent : My 
friend, my reſpected monitreſs, continued 
the princeſs, © counſel me in this exigency: 
. tell me the facrifice I muſt make for their 
preſervation !*—* My Jaquelina's own 
heart,” replied the governeſs, © will beſt 
point out the expedient. which the moſt 
ſacred of duties now exacts from her.“ 
«Ah, I entrent you, ſpeak more expli- 
citly,” cried the princeſs trembling” 5 what 
is it my friend expects from Jaquelina? 
&« That ſhe will become the wife of Bra- 
bant,” returned the lady Ulrica, preſſing the 
fainting Jaquelina to her material boſom. 
WA : It 
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It was ſome time before the princeſs re- 


covered from her inſenſibility. A painful 
ſtruggle for a few moments kept her filent : 


at length, riſing with precipitation, © Yes,” 

cried ſhe, © you have conquered ; and, by 
the ſacrifice of every happineſs, I will con- 
vince my people how much I prize their 
welfare above my own. 

« And thou, lamented, dear departed 
ſaint,” continued ſhe, caſting her eyes to- 
wards heaven, look with complacency 
upon my eonduct: and oh! if in the ce- 
leſtial abodes which thou inhabiteſt, it is 


given thee to know what paſſes upon earth, 


mayeſt thou approve this offering of thy 
daughter, and deem her worthy of the greft 
name ſhe bears!” 
A glow of animation irradiated the coun- 
tenance of the princeſs as ſhe ſpoke theſe 
words! No more did ſhe betray any weax- 
neſs or dejection; but, as iff{pſpired by the 
exalted ſentiments ſhe. uttered, her 
whole perſon became firm and erect, and, 
Ne to 
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to the admiring eyes of the lady Ulrica, ſhe 
aſſumed an appearance more than mortal. 
'« Now do I indeed behold the daughter 
of great William!“ cried ſhe, preſſing her 
with rapture to her boſom—* Now do I be. 
hold my princeſs acting worthy of her Sire! 
All that this fond heart preſaged, is now ac- 
compliſhed !” | 
| The conqueſt of an enemy is poor and 
paltry, compared with the victory we obtain 
over ourſelves and our inclinations. What 
can equal that delightful ſenſation, that re- 
fined 3 joy which plays around the heart when 
we kre confcious of having done a great and 
virtuous action? At thoſe moments the 
Iitrleneffes' of humanity are loſt. A phi- 


lanthropic love lifts us abov e mortality, and 


it is then we feel our relation to the divi- 
yy. Human nature is unequal to ſupport, 
for any length of time, its internal ſtruggles. 
After a few * , the princefs ſunk under 
the conflict ; did the acquire ſufficient 
fortitude to en, her glorious reſolve till 


ſhe 


g 
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ſhe had given full vent to the anguiſh thai - 
preyed within her, and ſhed a copious flood 
of tears at the recollection of her blighted 
proſpects. 

With a mind: fraught with Si nobleſt of 
purpoſes, the princeſs entered the great 
hall, where the ducheſs and father John 
were in conſultation. She had ſcarcely 
taken her ſeat at the table, when the arrival 
of a meſſenger was announced. The 


ducheſs turned pale with apprehenſion, 


whilſt father John glanced. his keen eyes 
reproachfully at the princeſs; who, to his 
ſurpriſe, preſerved her compoſure. 

Her highneſs commanded him to be ad- 
mitted into her preſence, The news, he 
brought portended ill to the cauſe of Bava · 


ria; it told of the reduction of a' fortified - 


town cf the utmoſt importance, and of the 
general conſternationthat had enſued among 
the people in conſequence.— The reſiſt- 
lefs conqueror advanced his army againſt the 
city; unable to defend itſelf, it ſurrendered 


without reſiſtance. Fain would I ſoften the 
N reſt 
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reſt in compaſſion to the ladies, but truth 
forbids me.” 

« Say on, fir,” cried the father impa- 
tiently ;—** the princeſs can bear the hor- 
rors of your tale with an Amazonian cou- 
rage: no falſe weakneſs for her people lef- 
ſens the admirable firmneſs of her ſoul.” 

At this malignant remark Jaquelina dart- 
ed a look of indignation at the father, who, 
without appearing to notice it, proceeded 
in his interrogatories. 

„The moſt ſacred ties,“ continued the 
meſſenger, were broken without re- 
morſe! Friends murdered friends; bro- 
thers, brothers; and ſons, with ſacrilegious 
arm, deſtroyed that life to which they owed. 
their own “' | 

„ And ſoon, very ſoon,” interrupted 
John, “will a ſcene of ſimilar horror and 
carnage be repreſented within our walls.“ 

The ducheſs betrayed marks of ſtrong 
emotion at this recital; and, as it ended, 
ſhe threw her eyes filled with reproachful 
meaning upon the princeſs. Jaquelina 

aroſe: 


( 203 ) 

aroſe :—* Behold, madam,” cried ſhe ad- 
dreſſing her mother, —** behold your Ja- 
quelina offers herſelf a ſacrifice to her coun- 
try's good ; receive this hand, and diſpoſe 
of it where moſt it may benefit my people! 

Father John appeared as doubtful whe- 
ther he had heard right; whilſt the ducheſs, 
viewing the princeſs with a look of wonder 
and'delight, held out her arms with rapture 
to receive her; and Jaquelina, while for 
the firſt time ſhe felt the tear of maternal 
love bedew her cheek, forgot the ſacrifice 
ſhe was about to make. _ 
It may eafily be imagined that the 
ducheſs did not deter long to write to the 
duke of Brabant, announcing to him that 
the princeſs had at length yielded to their 


united wiſhes, and had agreed to . 


his hand. 5 

Before the meſſenger returned to Hai. 

nault, the duke was himſelf arrived; and 

his forces were inſtantly ardered out to al c- 

cour Bavaria. | 

Tbe princeſs, whatever reluftance. ſhe 
; felt, 
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felt, could not decline receiving the duke 
before his departure to join the army, which 
he had already ſettled ſhould be in a few 
hours after his arrival.” She could not help 
fancying on this occaſion, that a malicious 
triumph fat upon the features of Brabant, 
while with apparent humility and rapture 
he thanked her for her condeſcenſion. 

Various emotions now ſwelled her bo- 
ſom; and the reflection alone that ſhe had 
given herſelf up for the public good, could 
have prevented her from ſhrinking with 
horror at the idea of a the wiſe of 
Brabant. une "ai «44 

The duke waged dender nilary ain 
nor courage and joining his forces to thoſe 
of Bavaria, he in a ſhort time checked the 
it curſions which threatened ſuch fatal con- 
ſequences to Hainault; and the duke 6f 
Frieſland was compelled to retreat and f̃e- 
linquiſh his conqueſts as faſt as he had 
gained them, Feaſtings and rejoicings 


were held in honour of theſe victories; 


and the ſtate agreed to reward the ſervices 
„ of 


( 203 )) 


of Brabant in a few days, by giving bim 
the hand of the princeſs, 
The evening previous to her abel dis 
princeſs devoted to private meditation; 
Ulrica alone was admitted to her apart- 
ment; and orders were given that on no 
account they ſhould be diſturbed. In her 
faithful boſom ſhe repoſed her ſorrows; 
and, from the ſympathy of friendſhip, re- 
ceived a temporary conſolation. 
The morn ſo fatal to the peace of Jaque- 
lina, no began to dawn. Decked by her 
officidus handmaids in bridal habiliments, 
ſhe regarded herſelf as prepared for ſacri - 
fice. Though ſhe was filent, yet her eyes 
plainly ſpoke the anguiſhiof her foul, Ul- 
rica viewed her with pity mingled with ad- 
miration. She was now nearly adorned, 
when a meſſage was brought from the 


duchels to haſten her to the altar. The 


colour forſook the cheek of the princeſs; 
her courage fled; and, no longer able to 
ſupport her trembling frame, ſhe leant up- 
on her valued friend, and in her boſom 

ſtrove 


0 
ſtrove to hide her ſorrow. The tender 
remonſtrances of Ulrica, after ſome ſhort 
time, made her feel the impolicy of yield- 
ing to this weakneſs; and checking her 
emotion to the beſt of her power, ſhe pre- 
pared to obey the ſummons. - 
The ducheſs perceived with joy the trem- 
bling victim at length approach, and gave 
her to the exulting Brabant, who on his 
knees received her band, and conducted 
her to the chapel. A numerous and ſplen- 
did court attended them to the altar, where 
father John, arrayed with ſacerdotal pomp, 
was waiting their arrival. An awful ſilence 
reigned throughout the aiſles, and the cere- 
mony began. It was nearly gone through, 
when a deep and heart rending groan from 
a corner of the chapel attracted the gene- 
ral attention. At this interruption Brabant 
turned indignantly around, and perceived 
a ſtranger ruſh with much impetuoſity 
through the crowd, and leave the chapel. 
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